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The  1983  National  FFA  Convention— so  much  packed  Into  so  short  a 
time. ..on  stage,  so  many  awards  presented,  winners  named,  words 
spoken,  history  made;  behind  the  scenes,  so  many  deadlines  met, 
schedules  adjusted,  props  arranged,  encouragement  given  and 
EVERYWHERE  surrounding  the  convention  center,  so  many  hands 
shook,  photos  snapped,  names  exchanged,  memories  made. 

And  so,  the  energy  of  the  convention  spreads  across  the  nation, 
Influencing  the  lives  of  the  nearly  half-million  FFA  members  and 
countless  individuals  of  rural  and  urban  communities. 

This,  the  56th  National  FFA  Convention  Proceedings  records  and 
salutes  everyone  involved  In  this  convention,  and  since  a  photo  speaks 
with  a  thousand  words,  the  following  cover  essay  speaks  of  a  portion  of 
it  all... 


D,Jboa      Agricultural  Mechanics  Contest  Louis  Krusier 


56th  National  FFA  Convention  Proceedings 


1983-84  NATIONAL  OFFICERS 

■ 


National  FFA  Band* 


Company. 


I.  '•     ■> 

»  rs  ft    t A .».w 

™* 

■Hpt 

$#? 

Vice  President  Central  Region— 
Rhonda  Scheulen;  P.O.  Box  62  Loose 
Creek,  Missouri  65054 


Vice  President  Eastern  Region— Carol 
Irvine;  P.O.  Box  248  Gaithersburg, 
Maryland  20877 


The  National  FFA  Band,  featuring  96  musicians,  was  under  the  direction 
of  Roger  Heath,  Pocatello,  Idaho.  The  band  arrived  during  the  early  part 
of  the  week  to  practice.  This  practice  let  them  add  to  the  air  of  pageantry 
and  spirit  of  the  convention  with  their  numerous  and  varied  band  selec- 
tions. 


Vice  President  Southern  Region—  Vice  President  Western  Region- 

Chuck  Duggan  202  Hall  St.  Marianna,  Melody  Lawson;  7202  West 

Florida  32446  Thunderbird.  Peoria,  Arizona  85345 

National  Officer  Candidates 

AL:  Morris  Lynn  Baker,  Eutaw;  AR:  Sieve 
Morrison.  Marshall:  M.  Melody  Lawson, 
Peoria;  FL  Charles  F.  Duggar  Jr.,  Marianna; 
IA:  Wade  A   McFee,  Guthne  Center;  IL. 
Rodney  L   Morris.  Champaign.  IN:  David  D 
Anderson,  Darlington,  KS:  Ron  Winemger, 
Maron;  MD  Carol  Susan  Irvine,  Gaithers- 
burg; Ml:  Perry  W  Storms,  Centreville,  MN: 
Steven  R.  Koziolek,  Wells,  MO:  Rhonda  M. 
Scheulen,  Loose  Creek;  MS:  Charles  Harrell 
Oswalt,  Mathiston;  MT:  Brian  M.  Cavey, 
Missoula;  NC:  R.  Marshall  Stewart  Jr., 
Greenville;  ND:  Sonia  B.  Vculek.  Crete;  NE: 


Todd  Bernard  Knobel.  Fairbury;  NM:  Bill  B 
Caraway,  Clovis;  NV:  Jeff  Wright,  Hiko;  OH: 
Leroy  Edward  Billman,  Ostrander;  PA:  Glenn 
T.  Wenger,  Myerstown,  Puerto  Rico:  Juan 
E.  Perez,  San  Sebastian;  SC:  Oarrell  Ware 
Rickerts.  Abbeville,  TN;  Elizabeth  Suzanne 
Hurt,  Halls;  TX:  John  Derrick,  Linden,  UT: 
Janet  Bennion.  Vernon;  VA:  George  Allen 
Bowers,  Maurertown;  WA:  Jeff  Alden,  Roy; 
Wl:  Todd  Luepke,  Bonduel;  WY:  Wayne 
Richard  Wilson,  Alva 


AH:  Monte  Womble,  Prescott,  Trombone. 
A2:  David  Keys,  Mesa,  Trumpet;  CA:  Alex 
Fleming,  Fallbrook,  Baritone;  Vickie  Min- 
mch,  Sebastopol,  Clarinet;  FL:  Robert 
Bloodworth,  Jr.,  Edgewater,  Percussion, 
Anthony  Chihocky,  Hawthorne,  Trumpet;  IA: 
Alan  Reiter,  Ackley.  Percussion;  John  Ja- 
cobs, Albia,  Percussion,  Lisa  Gallagher. 
Dorchester,  Flute.  Tony  Fabrizio,  Ellsworth. 
Baritone;  David  Knzan.  Fredericksburg, 
Trumpet;  Mark  Steffen,  Greenfield.  Tenor 
Sax;  Bruce  Borrertt.  Guttenberg,  Trumpet, 
Paul  Anton,  La  Porte  City.  Trumpet;  Glen 
Biermann,  Manchester,  Trombone;  Anita 
Turner,  Posrville.  Horn;  ID:  Matt  Hanzel, 
Burley,  Trumpet;  IL:  Rodney  Stoll,  Chest- 
nut, Bassoon;  Matthew  Pestle,  Good  Hope. 
Alto  Sax;  Kellie  Maske,  Mt.  Pulaski,  Flute; 
Randy  Campbell.  Pittsfield,  Percussion;  Rob 
Rupert,  Pittsfield.  Trombone;  IN:  Mandy 
Neitzel.  Mooresville.  Clarinet,  Jon  Rink. 
Washington,  Tuba;  KS:  Melissa  Gerstner. 
Colby,  Trumpet;  Michael  Nichols,  Longford, 
Trumpet;  Scott  Neaderhiser,  Millonvale. 
Base  Guitar;  Patrick  Sphchol,  Munden, 
Trumpet;  William  Curtis,  Osage  City,  Tuba; 
KY:  Samuel  Phillips,  Franklin,  Tuba;  Stacey 
Blackburn,  Princeton,  Trumpet;  MD:  Mar- 


garet Flanigan,  Rocky  Ridge.  Clarinet;  Ml: 
Todd  Macrimmon,,  Charlotte,  Tuba;  Julie 
Funk,  Waldron,  Clarinet;  MN:  Eldon  Potth- 
oft,  Dunnell,  Trombone;  Bernell  Schleske, 
Fergus  Falls,  Percussion;  Ken  Thorson, 
Glenville,  Flute;  Connie  Netzke,  Lamberton, 
Clarinet;  MO:  Keith  Knight,  Appleton  City, 
Trumpet.  Kevin  Nitsch,  Jackson.  Tenor  Sax; 
Lynnell  Bunge,  Marthasville,  Bass  Clarinet; 
John  White,  Polo.  Tuba;  John  McCarty.  Re- 
public, Trumpet;  MT:  Belinda  Miller.  Col- 
stnp.  Flute;  Doug  Standley  Jr.,  Fairfield, 
Trombone;  Bobbi  Bailey,  Forsyth.  Clarinet; 
Michael  Glaser,  Pompey's  Pillar,  Trumpet; 
NC:  David  Siade,  Blanch.  Trombone:  Lisa 
Hester,  Clarkton,  Flute,  ND:  Deborah  Stev- 
ick,  Des  Lacs,  Clarinet;  NE:  Todd  Fleischer, 
Bennet,  Base  Clarinet;  Patty  Mlady,  Ver- 
digre,  Clarinet;  NJ:  Laura  Lettenmaier,  An- 
nandale,  Clarinet;  NM:  Kay  Williams.  Lov- 
ington,  Contra  Base  Clarinet,  NY:  David 
Woodside,  Heuvelton,  Drums;  David  Smith, 
Lisbon,  Baritone;  OH:  Mark  Harrison,  Brad- 
ford. Bassoon;  OH:  Bryan  Kmsley,  Frank- 
fort, Tuba;  Tracy  Walker,  Greenwich, 
Drums;  Julie  Hines,  Jeromesville.  Flute;  Mi- 
chael Laughlin,  Tippecanoe,  Trumpet;  Tony 
Knoll.  Fairmont,  Alto  Sax,  Lisa  Oliver,  Pur- 


cell,  Flute/Twirler;  Mark  Stapp,  Wetumka, 
Oboe;  OR:  Chris  Kurtz,  Elgin,  Baritone;  Tri- 
cia  Mills,  Forest  Grove,  Flute;  PA:  Ruth 
Zerbe,  Bernville,  Clarinet;  James  Brady, 
Philadelphia,  Clarinet;  SC:  Camilla  Browne, 
Roebuck.  Percussion;  SD:  Mark  Welfer, 
Harrisburg,  Trombone;  TN:  Craig  Moeller, 
Martin,  Trumpet:  TX  Reginald  Frost,  Big 
Sandy,  Trombone;  Kelli  Bobbitt,  Greenville, 
Horn.  Linda  Halliburton,  Greenville,  Horn; 
Pamela  Polk,  Katy,  Clarinet;  UT:  Bill  Wright, 
Heber,  Baritone;  VA:  Bruce  Welch.  Stephens 
City,  Trombone;  WA:  J.  Monte  Lucerne, 
Bellingham,  Tenor  Sax;  Scott  Porter,  Calfax, 
Trombone,  David  Cuillier.  Ferndale,  Alto 
Sax;  Brett  La  Mar,  Mason,  Trumpet;  Ed 
Wilson,  Medical  Lake,  Trumpet;  Mike  Hill, 
Monroe,  Tuba;  Marie  Ames,  Oakville,  Horn; 
Mona  Robison,  Spokane,  Oboe;  Wl:  Chris- 
topher Roe,  Belleville.  Trombone;  John 
Baeseman.  Edgar,  Baritone  Sax;  Dan  Jacob- 
son,  Green  Bay,  Alto  Sax;  Richard  Haugh, 
LaFarge,  Trumpet;  Karen  Gilbert,  Lomira, 
Percussion;  Mary  Franke,  Mayville,  Clarinet; 
Christine  Payne,  Plymouth,  Horn;  Monique 
Jewell,  Redgranite,  Clarinet;  Mary  Konop, 
Rice  Lake.  Trumpet;  WY:  James  Greenwald, 
Lingle,  Trumpet;  David  Anderson,  Pine 
Bluffs.  Horn 


filoti^ndl    CCA    i^^h^KI  IC  sP°nsored  bY  Hallmark  Cards,  Incorporated 
I  VallWJI  ICt I    1 1     rM   wllUlUo  and  the  FFA  Foundation  General  Fund. 


New  Jersey,  presented  musical  toasts,  entertainment  and  atmosphere  to 
this  year's  convention. 


AL:  Mary  Pace,  Scottsboro;  Angie  Williams, 
Scottsboro;  Tony  Wallingsford,  Scottsboro; 
AK:  Kari  Perry,  Hot  Springs,  CA:  Dee  Oee 
Reed,  Glen  Ellen;  FL:  Julie  Brown.  Lake 
Butler,  Kathryn  Cross,  Wauchula;  ID:  Toni 
Denney,  Midvale;  Kathy  Packer,  Eagle;  Ron- 
ald Mihu,  Clifton;  IL:  Tama  Moreland,  Spar- 
land;  Susie  Petefish,  Ashland;  Gayle  Rankin. 
West  Point;  Christopher  Carson,  Washburn; 
Thomas  Gallup,  Sparland;  Todd  Harper, 
Chrisman;  Timothy  Sandrock,  Prophets- 
town;  IN:  Connie  Caldwell,  Forest;  Fraces 
Jones,  Hope;  Susan  Sarrazine,  New  Haven; 
Scott  Deno,  Brook;  Charles  Johnson,  Ev- 
ansville;  Herschei  Richie,  Rensselaer;  IA: 
Bridget  Bieber.  Anamosa;  Heidi  Fatchett. 
DeWitt;  Todd  Abeling,  Monticello;  Bryon 
Ewing,  What  Cheer;  Todd  Hanson,  North- 
wood;  Dwane  Koch,  West  Union;  Rod  Mid- 
dleton,  Clarion;  KY:  David  Kalb,  Maysville; 
LA:  Allen  Broussard,  Morse;  Ml:  Larry  Ad- 
.  -        ams  II,  Watervliet;  David  Dietzel,  Marlette; 

rf^^* —  -  =z    ^^^i      MN:  Tamaran  Habeck,  Worthmgton,  Darin 

C  /-^r-r~\^n^^  ^^^m    ■   Easier,  Harmony;  Timothy  Frank,  Hancock; 
Michael  Madery.  Kasson;  David  Kvaal.  Daw- 
son, Larry  Mahoney,  Appleton,  John  On- 
stad.  Ada;  Patrick  Peterson,  Karlstad;  Roy 

Saturday,  November  12,  1983     Power  Ramsey;  MS:  Penny  Lort.  Vicks- 

2  burg;  Timothy  Beard,  Vicksburg;  MO:  Terri 

Bray,  Cameron;  Suzie  Hensen.  Nevada; 
Becky  McDonald,  Alton;  Deloris  Morrison, 
.  Licking;  Laura  Sandidge,  Fortuna;  Cynthia 
^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^S  Thompson,  Mount  Vemon;  Sandra  Yarber. 


Gatewood,  Kevin  Cherry,  West  Plains; 
Wayne  Gimlin,  Dadeville;  Allen  Henry.  Ex- 
cello;  William  McKemy,  Hardin;  Brent  Mil- 
lard. Osborn;  Stuart  Noel,  Bronaugh;  David 
Steele,  Milan;  Becky  Inglis,  Liberty;  John 
Wilshusen,  Mora;  MT:  Mandy  Muller,  Lew- 
istown;  NE:  Kama  Anderson,  Blair;  Sheila 
Otte,  Gordon:  James  Nygren,  Mead;  Ronald 
Oltman,  Filley;  NV:  Timothy  Frehner,  Alamo; 
NM:  Victoria  Anaya,  Moriarty;  NY:  Beth 
Coombe,  Grahamsville;  Marion  Stark,  Hol- 
land Patent;  Scott  Rahmlow,  Canisteo;  NC: 
Tanya  Solomon,  Roxboro;  Bradley  Allen. 
Pinnacle;  Cameron  DeBrew.  Shelby;  Eddie 
Turner,  Shelby;  Janet  McSwain.  Shelby; 
ND:  Ken  Enocksen,  Washburn;  OH:  Jaimee 
Durkin.  Mansfield;  Tracy  Schindley,  Edison; 
Gary  Baldosser,  Green  Springs;  Keith 
Ahrns,  Fort  Loramie;  Rod  Mercer,  Walhond- 
ing;  Nrad;eu  Ruffener,  Bucyrus;  Brian 
Snavely,  Republic;  OK:  Michelle  Bright,  Sa- 
pulpa;  OR:  Kreg  Kenton,  Boardman;  Stanley 
Sullivan,  Madras;  PA:  Beth  Snyder.  Wash- 
ington Boro;  Charles  Hess,  Robesonia;  TN: 
Tracy  Barbra.  Walland;  Cherrie  Clemons. 
Antioch,  John  Fugate,  Tazewell;  TX:  Steven 
Orr,  Panhandle;  UT:  Sandy  Poll.  Mountain 
Green;  WA:  JoAnn  Konis,  Cheney;  L'Rae  , 
Kahlotus;  Mary  Np;;,  Cashmere;  Troy  Konis, 
Cheney;  WV:  Darrel  McDaniel,  Grafton;  Wl: 
Monica  Hennes,  Hubertus;  Jean  Smith,  Au- 
gusta; Tammy  Vannoy,  Whitewater;  Steven 
Drazkowski.  Fountain  City;  Reginald  Kur- 
schner.  Blanchardville 
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ENERGY  CHALLENGE 


1983-84  FFA  Theme 


The  theme  audio-visual 
is  sponsored  by  The 
Wrangler  Brand  and  the 
National  FFA  Week 
theme  materials  were 
developed, 
designed  and 
promoted  through 
the  sponsorship  of 
Estech,  Inc. 


The  r 


The  final  Energy  Challenge  award 
was  presented  to  the  West  Dubuque 
FFA  Chapter  ot  Epworth,  Iowa.  Adviser 
Alan  Carlson's  students  sponsored  a 
school  and  community  energy-saving 
contest,  a  corn  grower's  conservation 


tillage  contest,  and  a  solar  and  wind- 
power  display  at  their  high  school's 
career  day,  to  capture  this  award.  The 
chapter  also  was  involved  in  a  local 
media  campaign  on  conservation  and 
builtamodel alcohol  still. 


theme  introduced  during  the  56th 
convention  will  be  used  until  the  next  con- 
vention to  promote  and  support  vocational 
agriculture  and  the  FFA. 
The  theme  audio-visual  shown  during  the  con- 
vention is  available  for  chapters  to  use  at  their 
chapter  banguets.  The  show  is  also  ideal  for 
showing  at  other  community  activities  to  gam 
support  for  the  total  program 
Numerous  items  are  available  io  promote  the 
new  theme  during  National  FFA  Week.  Feb- 
ruary 18-25,  1984.  All  of  the  items  are  avail- 
able through  the  National  FFA  Supply  Service 
lor  use  throughout  the  year. 


VIP  Citations 

The  VIP  Citation  recognizes  individuals  who 
continually  and  faithlully  serve  the  FFA.  This 
year  the  six  recipients  were: 

CM  Brewer  ot  Jackson,  Mississippi,  dedi- 
cated 37  years  of  loyal  service  as  a  vocational 
teacher,  FFA  Camp  director.  FFA  Executive 
Secretary  and  State  Supervisor  of  Agriculture 
Education.  He  organized  the  Mississippi  State 
FFA  Board  of  Directors,  is  a  past  member  of 
National  FFA  Board  of  Directors  and  the  Na- 
tional FFA  Board  of  Trustees.  Brewer  is  a  lite 
member  ol  the  National  FFA  Alumni  Associ- 
ation and  has  recieved  the  Honorary  American 
Farmer  Degree. 

Julian  Campbell  of  Rockville,  Virginia,  speni 
2<f-years  as  Virginia's  Associate  Director  of 
Agricultural  Education,  State  Supervisor  ot 
Agricultural  Education  and  State  FFA  Advisor. 
Campbell  served  as  National  FFA  Treasurer 
and  FFA  Foundation  Treasurer  for  22-years.  A 
life  member  of  the  National  FFA  Alumni  As- 
sociation, Campbell,  has  been  awarded  Ihe 
Honorary  State  Farmer,  Honorary  American 
Farmer  and  the  Distinguished  Service  Awards 
by  the  Virginia  State  Association  and  the  Na- 
tional FFA  Organizations. 

Arnold  B.  Cordes  ol  Madison,  Wisconsin,  is 
retiring  after  41  years  of  service  to  vocational 
agricultural  and  the  FFA.  Cordes  retired  this 
July  after  serving  as  State  FFA  Association 
Executive  Secretary  for  16-years.  He  has  served 
on  the  National  FFA  Board  of  Trustees  and 
implemented  such  FFA  programs  as  Creed 
Speaking  and  Parliamentary  Procedure  while 
Executive  Secretary.  Cordes  served  as  Su- 
perintendent of  the  National  FFA  Oairy  Cattle 
Judging  Contest  (12-years)  and  has  received 
both  the  Honorary  State  and  American  Farmer 


Don  Enckson  of  Makoti,  North  Dakota,  retired 
North  Dakota  State  Supervisor  of  Vocational 
Agriculture,  has  served  the  FFA  well  and  still 
continues  to  do  so.  He  is  currently  rewriting 
the  Student  Handbook  and  Advisor's  Hand- 
book. He  is  serving  on  the  1984  National  SOE 
Committee  after  working  on  the  1982  National 
SOE  Workshop  committee.  Enckson  is  as  Di- 
rector of  the  National  FFA  Talent  progam  and 
has  conducted  radio  programs  on  the  FFA  for 
over  20  years.  He  has  received  both  the  Hon- 
orary State  and  American  Farmer  Degrees. 

Edward  J  Hawkins  of  Alexandria,  Virginia, 
spent  20  years  as  Manager  of  the  National  FFA 
Supply  Service  and  11  years  as  the  Admin- 
istrative Director  of  the  National  FFA  Organi- 
zation until  his  retirement  in  1982.  His  fiscal 
awareness  kept  the  FFA  in  sound  financial  con- 
dition Hawkins  was  also  instrumental  in  the 
development  of  the  National  FFA  Center  build- 
ings and  property  from  the  original  plywood 
"barracks"  to  the  beautiful  complex  known 
today  as  the  National  FFA  Center. 
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Board  of  Foundation 
Trustees 

Thame  McCormick,  President,  Acting  National  FFA  Advisor 
C.  Coleman  Harris,  Secretary,  National  FFA  Executive  Secretary,  USDE. 
Washington,  DC. 

David  Miller,  Treasurer,  National  FFA  Treasurer,  State  Dept.  of  Ed.,  Balti- 
more, MD 

Robert  L  Bell,  Asst.  Supvr.,  Ag.  Ed.,  South  Dakota  State  University, 
Brookings,  SD 

Robert  M.  Book.  Indiana  Institute  of  Agriculture,  Food  and  Nutri- 
tion, Inc.,  Indianopolis,  IN 

Ronald  A.  Brown,  Assoc.  Professor,  Mississippi  State  University,  Missis- 
sippi State,  MS 

Dale  Butcher,  President,  NVATA,  West  Lafayette,  IN 
Ron  Crawford.  Program  Supvr..  Ag.  Ed.,  Tumwater,  WA 
William  Dannenhauer,  State  Supvr..  Ag   Occupations,  Dover,  DE 
Jan  Eberly,  National  FFA  President.  Fallbrook,  CA 
Clark  W.  Hanson,  Supvr.  of  Teacher  Ed.  in  Ag.,  South  Dakota  State  Uni- 
versity, Brookings,  SD 

Hilmer  L.  Jones,  Vice  President,  N.  American  Operations,  Merck  and  Com- 
pany, Inc.,  Rahway,  NJ 

Duane  Nielsen,  Deputy  Dir  ,  Div.  of  Innovation  and  Development,  USDE, 
Washington,  D.C. 

Layton  Peters,  Past  President,  NVATA.  New  Ulm,  MN 
C.W   Reed,  State  Specialist,  Ag.  Ed..  Montgomery.  AL 
William  B.  Schreck,  Head  Consultant,  Ag  Occupations  Ed..  Illinois  State 
Board  of  Ed.,  Springfield,  IL 
Edward  R.  Vrablik,  President.  Estech.  Inc.,  Chicago.  IL 
Donald  E.  Wilson,  Program  Manager,  Ag.  Ed.,  State  Dept.  of  Ed.,  Sacra- 
mento, CA 

Board  of  Directors 

Thame  McCormick.  Chairman,  Chief,  Programs  Services  Branch.  Division 

of  Voc.  Ed.  USDE,  Washington,  D.C. 

C.  Coleman  Harris,  Secretary 

David  Miller,  Treasurer 

William  Dannenhauer,  State  Supervisor,  Agriculture  Occupations,  Dover, 


OE 


NEW 


CDITFUTERS  in 
AGRICULTURE 


Award  Program 


Sponsored  by  AgriData 
Resources,  Inc.  The 
convention  introduction 
audio-visual  was 
sponsored  by  Harris 
Technical  System. 

The  new  Computers  in  Agriculture  award  pro- 
gram was  introduced  at  the  56th  convention 
and  materials  were  distributed  following  the 
convention  to  chapters  nationwide  with  the 
FFA  TIMES  newspaper. 
The  major  objective  of  the  new  award  program 
is  to  recognize  FFA  members  who  have  made 
the  greatest  progress  in  utilizing  computers 
in  agriculture  and  agribusiness. 
Chapter  advisors  may  select  a  chapter  member 
to  receive  the  award  on  the  local  level.  Chapter 
winners  then  may  apply  for  the  stale  award. 
The  state  winner  will  then  attend  a  National 
FFA  Seminar  on  Computers  in  Agriculture  in 
Alexandria.  Virginia  during  August  of  1984, 


to  Kansas  City     Duane  Nielsen,  Deputy  Director,  Division  of  Innovation  and  Development, 
USDE,  Washington,  D.C. 

C.W.  Reed,  State  Specialist,  State  Department  of  Education,  Montgomery 
AL 

William  B.  Schreck,  Head  Consultant,  Ag  Occupations  Education,  Illinois 
State  Board  of  Education,  Springfield.  IL 

Les  Thompson.  Program  Specialist,  Accountability  Branch  USDE,  Washing- 
ton. D.C. 

J.W.  Warren,  Chief,  Services  Section,  Programs  and  Services  Branch, 
USDE,  Washington,  D.C. 

Donald  E.  Wilson,  Program  Manager.  Ag.  Ed.,  State  Department  of  Educa- 
tion, Sacramento,  CA 

Consultants 

Ronald  A.  Brown,  Assoc.  Professor,  Mississippi  State  University,  Missis- 
sippi State.  MS 

Dale  Butcher.  President,  NVATA,  West  Lafayette,  IN 
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Distinguished 
Service  Citations 

This  citation  recognizes  those  organizations 
which  exceptionally  serve  the  FFA  by  contrib- 
uting time,  money  and  personnel.  This  year 
the  following  three  organizations  were  shown 
our  appreciation: 

The  American  Angus  Association,  St.  Joseph, 
Missouri,  represented  by  Executive  Vice  Pres- 
ident Richard  L.  Spader,  was  recognized  for 
their  support  of  the  FFA.  Celebrating  their  10Oth 
anniversary,  this  National  FFA  Foundation 
General  Fund  sponsor  has  provided  awards, 
teaching  materials,  audio-visual  materials. 
technical  information  to  vo-ag  teachers  and 

Butler  Manufacturing  Company,  Kansas  City, 
Missouri,  represented  by  Werner  R.  Eugster, 
President,  Agri-Products  Division,  was  rec- 
ognized for  their  years  of  sponsoring  FFA  ac- 
tivities and  support  of  the  FFA,  For  35  years 
Butler  has  sponsored  the  National  Convention 
annual  award  winners  breakfast.  This  break- 
last  is  traditionally  attended  by  over  1,000 
American  Farmers  and  other  award  winners. 
This  breakfast  also  recognizes  and  introduces 
the  eight  Stars  (American  Farmers  and  Amer- 
ican Agnbusinessmen)  for  their  outstanding 
accomplishments.  For  34  years  Butler  has 
continuously  contributed  to  the  FFA  making 
them  a  Gold  sponsor. 

Creswell.  Munsell,  Fultz.  SZirbel,  Cedar  Rap- 
ids, Iowa,  represented  by  Executive  Vice  Pres- 
ident, William  Munsell,  was  recognized  for 
their  varied  support  of  the  FFA  They  have 
provided  contacts  for  numerous  agribusi- 
nesses which  are  now  supporting  FFA  through 
the  FFA  Foundation,  personally  made  pres- 
entations to  clients  for  FFA  support,  provided 
free  creative  work  to  the  FFA  Foundation  and 
provided  representatives  to  the  FFA  Founda- 
tion Sponsors'  Advisory  Board.  They  also 
sponsor  five  FFA  Washington  Conference  Pro- 
gram (WCP)Scholarships 
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KEEP  THE  FIRE 


Jan  Eberty.  National  President 

There  is  only  tartness  —  deepest 

am 

Then,  through  the  black,  we  see  a 

Sght 
The  glow  rises  o'er  the  river  higher. 
Oaf's  began  —  with  the  rise  of  fire! 
"There's  a  rim  in  the  evening  ember 


fluffing  oa  to  an  endless  sea 
You'd  be  well  on  your  way  it  you 

could  only  set  saiL 
Bat  dreams  can  drift  away  and  sails 

can  fill  with  donbi. 
Where's  your  vision  if  the  embers 

ffickeroot? 
Don't  let  it  sop  from  view 

?  are  waiting  —  Your 


So  KEEP  WE  HHf .'" 

On  a  dark  stormy  day  over  a  year  ago  f  sat 
on  a  rock  on  a  mourrSiri  and  pondered  those 
words.  Keep  trie  fire",  It  had  been  months 
since  I  d  blown  out  Ore  flame  from  this  candle 
en  anotrter  sage  2nd  concluded  a  wonderful 
year  as  state  president.  Now  I  sat  on  a  windy 
mountain  wandering  what  lay  ahead .  I  lowered 
my  head,  closed  my  eyes  and  asked  —  not 
necessarily  to  know  what  the  future  held,  but 
for  the  elements  of  that  fire.  I  prayed  for  a 
fiery  cooraafi,  far  a  burning  determination  and 
for  a  radiant  *armth  of  love.  When  I  raised 
my  head  again.  I  felt  a  warmth  on  my  back 
max.  couid  ortiy  be  what  my  eyes  confirmed  it 
was.  through  the  clouds  had  burned  the  great- 
est fire  we  know  —  me  gtowng  sun. 
That  scene  yields  to  one  a  few  weeks  later, 
where  I  began  to  discover  those  elements  I'd 
requested  On  me  stage  where  mis  candle  now 
burns,  mere  began  a  year  stationed  by  the 
rising  sun  —  a  year  fined  with  fire.  That  fire 
burned  on  cloudy  days  and  dark  nights,  through 

west  north  to  south  —  because  I  found  it 
wherever  I  found  a  blue  jacket  and  those  who 
believe  in  the  meaning  of  the  letters,  FFA.  I 
found  tha£  fiery  courage,  that  burning  deter- 
when  I  found  YOU. 

The  fiery  courage  I  saw  m  those  who  overcame 
fear.  Fear  of  (adore,  fear  of  rejection,  fear  of 
ridicule  —  they  fought  A  and  they  won! 
They  saw,  the  nver   dreamed  of  the  sea  to 

which  it  led: then  hoisted  their  sails  and 

set  forth?  You  did  more  than  dare  to  dream' 
Varj  dared  to  try.  and  your  courage  amazed 
me  time  after  time.  Craig  couldn't  hear  and 
ca  ol  d  barely  speak-  He  was  begged  to  spare 
fnmselfi  the  embarrassment,  but  Craig  couHn't 
bear  their  pleas  —  and  said  the  creed  flaw- 
lessly anyway!  Enrique  was  only  13-years-old 
and  couldn't  speak  Ertgfeh.  "You  can't  be  in 
a  speaking  contest."  he  was  totd,  "You  can't 
see  aver  the  podium!"  But  Enrique  climbed 
up  an  a  rrnik  crate  and  gave  his  speech  —  in 
Spanisn  —  anyway!  My  friends,  even/time  you 
face  fear  and  overcame  anyway,  you  fuel  a 
fire  of  courage,  a  beacon  of  hope. 
Several  times  the  year  I  spoke  to  you  of  the 
wonts  of  Abraham  Uncoki  that  have  inspired 
me  tar  years.  "I  aro  not  bound  to  win.  but  I 
am  bound  to  try.  I  am  not  bound  to  succeed. 
tat  i  am  bound  to  Sve  up  to  the  light  that  I 
bane"  Your  light,  your  fiery  courage,  dares 
you  to  try — to  son  to  reach  the  goals  you 
have  set  Hold  aloft  your  fiery  courage,  my 
friends,  and  sail  form, 
roe  sailing  mougn.  is  not  always  smooth  and 
mere  exists  within  you  another  element  of  fire 
—  a  Qurning  determination  —  that  keeps  you 
to  year  coarse  though  skies  are  stormy  and 
tne  waters  rough.  We've  never  been  promised 
a  smpie  success;  at  times  it  would  be  safer 
and  easier  to  just  blow  with  the-waywaxd  wind 
and  abandon  our  goafs.  At  times  like  these 
3£re  springs  from  the  embers  a  glow  of  per- 
&  flame  that  refuses  to  go  out! 


Your  determination  burns  with  such  intensity 
that  it  glows  like  any  heated  (ire  —  with  3 
colored  flame:  a  flame  of  blue  and  gold  "I 
believe.  I  believe,  I  beleive",  we  say  over  and 
over  again  m  our  creed,  and  we  do!  We  believe 
in  agriculture,  we  believe  in  each  other  and 

believing  can  accomplish  miracles  Consider 
this:  She  is  remembered  as  a  |oyous  vibrant 
lady,  graceful  and  great,  Ihe  prima  ballerina 
of  time  —  Anna  Pavlova.  She  never  missed 
a  performance,  not  tor  illness  nor  for  incle- 

found  far  loo  much  happiness  to  leave  room 
for  complaint.  Her  last  scheduled  appearance, 
though,  was  the  most  memorable  ol  all.  It 
was  to  be  at  the  Apollo  Theatre  in  London,  in 
the  role  she  had  made  lamous.  the  Dying 
Swan.  The  atmosphere  was  of  particular  ex- 
citement as  the  orchestra  began,  the  curtain 
went  up,  the  spotlights  flashed  and  the  au- 
dience rose  to  their  feet.  They  stood  through- 
out the  entire  performance,  their  eyes  gazing 
after  that  wandering  pool  ol  light.  When  it  was 
finished,  a  thundering  ovation  ol  joy  went  forth 
and  the  audience  cheered  on  and  on.  But  they 
cheered  an  empty  stage,  for  throughout  the 
evening  they  had  watched  only  the  fight  of  the 
spotlights  —  just  imagining  that  the  great  bal- 
lerina was  performing.  Anna  Pavlova  had  died 
two  days  earlier,  but  she  didn't  miss  that  last 
performance  because  her  audience  BELIEVED 
Friends,  your  dreams  live  on  as  well,  if  you 
will  but  believe  and  hold  to  your  voyage,  your 
quest,  through  high  seas  and  rushing  winds 
The  embers  of  thai  burning  determination  lie 
within  you  —  just  stir  them  into  fiery  flame! 
Your  courage  and  determination  brought  forth 
to  me  a  special  glow  I'll  always  cherish  —  a 
radiant  warmth  of  love  I  found  from  coast  to 
coast  and  everywhere  in  between.  Your  friend- 
ship proved  beyond  doubt  that  the  rising  sun 
on  all  of  our  jackets  truly  does  represent  "the 
glorious  sunlight  of  brotherhood  and  coop- 
eration." You  warmed  my  days  with  a  concern 
and  caring  that  I  treasure  among  my  most 
valued  memories.  I  lound  it  with  tine  folks  in 
Colorado  who  welcomed  me  not  only  as 
"friend"  but  as  "family".  I  telt  the  warmth  ol 
100  degree  Puerto  Rican  spring  and  Ihe  spe- 
cial warmth  of  Puerto  Rican  friendship  as  stu- 
dents refrained  from  laughing  at  my  faultering 
Spanish  and  then  labored  together  to  read  me 
a  thank  you  note  .  .  in  English.  I  discovered 
the  beauty  of  Tennessee's  Great  Smoky  Moun- 
tains in  springtime  and  also  the  beauty  of 
Tennessee  Inends  at  convention  time.  Love 
bumed  even  bnghter  than  the  spotlights  in  my 
eyes  after  the  infamous  "Great  Fall"  in  Vir- 
ginia. There  are  so  many  warm  memories  of 
wonderful  people,  each  remembrance  is  as 
unique  as  the  very  special  individuals  who 
inspire  them.  At  a  leadership  conlerence  in 
July  we  tried  to  determine  that  elusive  quality 
that  makes  FFA'ers  so  exceptional  —  and  sim- 
ply labeled  it  "the  glow".  That  glow  is  found 
in  those  who  give  ol  themselves,  those  who 
love  and  those  who  care  Friends,  you  have 
put  a  smile  on  my  face  and  joy  in  my  heart 
day  after  day;  believe  me,  you  ve  got  the  glow' 
With  those  three  —  courage,  determination 
and  love  —  my  prayer  was  answered  I  found 
a  fire  thai  contained  all  three  But  there  was 
something  extra — something  on  which  I  hadn't 
counted.  I  also  found  a  light  to  guide  me,  one 
that  lit  my  path  through  a  iremendously  ex- 
citing year.  I  had  only  to  think  of  it  and  my 
direction  was  clear  The  Israelites  were  given 
a  great  pillar  of  fire  to  lead  them,  and  I  was 
given  ...  let  me  show  you  Could  the  spot- 
lights please  be  directed  to  our  guide? 
My  friends,  your  fire  has  been  my  guiding 
light  —  a  lamp  to  my  feet  and  a  beacon  in 
the  night.  As  a  navigator  sets  his  course  by 
the  North  Star,  so  I  set  my  course  by  you, 
and  you've  guided  me  through  a  truly  excep- 
tional year.  You.  though,  are  tar  more  than 
stars — yes.  more  than  stars!  You  burn  brigh- 
ter and  stronger  than  any  star  in  the  night  sky 
Your  brilliance  is  akin  to  that  ol  one  very  spe- 
cial star,  the  one  that  warms  our  earth,  grows 
our  crops  and  brightens  our  days'  You've  shone 
like  the  sun!  The  FFA  thrives  and  grows  in  the 
light  of  that  sun,  it  revolves  around  you1  You 
give  the  FFA  its  energy,  its  vibrance,  its  glow! 
I  have  thrilled  to  serve  that  radiance  for  365 
wonderful  days.  This,  though,  is  number  365, 
but  that  doesn't  mean  the  tire  goes  out1  The 
sun  keeps  on  burning  —  even  at  night  —  and 
you'll  keep  on  burning  long  alter  .  and  my 
fellow  officers  are  gone. 
Your  fire  bnghtens  a  darkness  that  is  older 
than  all  of  us.  In  the  patriotic  play,  "1776". 
George  Washington  is  said  to  have  asked  three 
questions  at  Valley  Forge.  In  utter  despair  he 
asked.  "Is  anybody  there?  Is  anybody  listen- 
ing? Does  anybody  care?"  It  in  his  campfire 
he  had  seen  the  lire  that  I  see  burning  in  you 
—  the  fire  that  I  asked  tor  on  that  CdJd  windy 
mountain  a  year  ago  —  Ihe  answers  to  his 
questions  would  have  been  clear:  "Yes!  We're 
here,  we're  listening  and  we  caret" 
As  long  as  you  spark  each  other,  passing  your 


flame  of  enthusiasm  along  like  an  Olympic 
Torch,  you  are  never  alone  in  your  quest;  you 
never  face  despair  alone  in  the  dark  or  cold. 
You  have  the  courage  to  try.  the  determination 
to  succeed  and  love  to  share;  just  look  around 
you  for  that  spark  of  enthusiasm!  I  look  around 
now  and  thank  you  with  all  the  joy  in  my  heart 
for  Ihe  burning  brightness  and  warmth  you 
have  shared  with  me  Farewell  has  never  been 
my  favorite  word,  so  instead  I'll  simply  ask 

Hold  light  to  each  other  —  your  flame 

burning  bright 
Together,  like  the  sun.  giving 

warmth,  love,  and  light. 
Keep  the  faith,  keep  the  glow,  keep 

the  dreams  you  desire 
But  my  friends,  more  than  anything 

—  pray,  keep  Ihe  fire! 


"From  Mud 
Puddles  to  Magic 
Mirrors" 

Cara  Doyle,  National  Wee  President 

Central  Region 

Lile  is  a  gift,  wrapped  up  with  ribbons  and 


Today,  as  I  stand  b 

limited  time  we  are  given  to  experience  it. 
Indeed,  my  term  as  a  national  officer  is  almost 
over.  The  year  has  flown  quickly  —  a  maze 
ol  people  and  places,  thousands  and  thou- 
sands of  miles .  .  .  memories  of  an  FFA  jour- 
ney. And  now  they  say  my  time  as  a  national 
officer  is  nearly  over.  Just  look  in  your  pro- 
grams, it's  listed  right  there  as  clear  as  day. 
(RETIRING  ADDRESS  Cara  Doyle.  Natiqna! 
Vice  President,  Central  Region,  "From  Mud 
Puddles  to  Magic  Mirrors"). 
Hold  everything1  What's  the  idea  you  guys? 
Do  I  look  so  old?  I  always  thought  of  retire- 
ment more  along  the  lines  of  gray  hair  or 
dentures,  quiet  evening  strolls  or  maybe  a 
condominium  somewhere  warm.  Can't  you 
see?  My  hair  is  as  uncontrollable  as  ever!  My 
teeth  are  alright  —  a  few  cavities  cannot  pos- 
sibly warrant  a  rocking  chair.  I  still  like  to  wear 
baggy  sweat  pants,  go  barefoot  and  blast  my 

Retirement?  I  must  protest!  But,  you  may  say, 
that  is  what  has  always  been  done.  National 
officers  are  elected  each  November,  they  retire 
the  following  November  and  they  ALWAYS 
give  a  retiring  address.  It  is  tradition!  All  right 
then.  I  realize  now  that  tradition  can  be  very 
difficult  to  change.  Today  I  will  close  with  my 
retiring  address,  but  if  I  alter  the  idea  a  bit, 
please  forgive  me.  It's  my  age  you  under- 

So  then,  with  that  agreement,  I  ask  you  now 
to  lourney  |ust  one  last  time  with  me  —  not 
in  quite  the  same  way  we  have  traveled  this 
year  visiting  chapters,  banquets  and  confer- 
ences. Instead  please  travel  with  me  through 
the  fields  of  the  imagination.  A  lourney  to  the 
chamber  of  light  .  from  mud  puddles  to 
magic  mirrors. 

Picture  a  magnificent  structure  ol  stairsteps, 
pillars  and  turrets  gleaming  in  the  afternoon 
sunshine.  There  stands  a  castle  —  a  little 
crooked  maybe,  but  what  do  you  expect?  A 
plastic  pail  and  shovel  can  only  do  so  much 
with  the  warm  sand  on  the  beach.  But  to  the 
children  splashing  in  the  salty  waves  nearby, 
it  is  indeed  a  castle,  magnificent  as  any  ever 
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Move  quickly  now  to  a  gigantic  canopy  of  nch 
green.  The  sounds  ol  rustling,  shreiks  and 
giggles  drift  from  above.  As  you  strain  your 
neck  to  see  through  the  dense  leaves  ol  the 
tree,  a  head  suddenly  appears  with  a  freckled 
face  and  a  big  toothless  grin.  Now.  that  branch 
may  not  seem  very  high  to  you.  but  to  that 
little  boy  in  those  ragged  denim  overalls,  it 
was  a  climb  ot  skill  and  danng.  It  was  an 
achievement  as  great  as  that  of  any  mountain 
climber  in  the  world. 

Welcome  to  our  first  stop  —  the  magical  kal- 
eidescope  world  of  youth.  Whether  it  is  the 
magnificent  kingdom  of  a  sand  castle  or  the 
climb  to  branches  on  a  huge  oak  tree,  children 
truly  shine  with  their  watching  and  wondering. , 
giggling  and  growing.  No  I  have  not  forgotten 
skinned  knees  and  kids  who  teased,  eating 
spinach  or  sneaking  extra  cookies  for  which 
we  usually  got  caught.  That  is  all  part  of  being 
kids,  but  what  a  special  time  when  the  world 
is  new  and  any  dream  is  possible. 
Time,  however,  soon  moves  on.  There  is 
nothing  we  can  do  to  alter  that  fact.  The  years 
pass  quickly  and  the  realities  of  our  world 
become  evident.  Face  it  Cara.  It's  a  real  world 
out  there.  It  can  be  cold  and  cruel  some  might 
say.  I'll  not  deny  that.  Each  day  muclear  war 
threatens,  people  starve  and  drugs  kill.  There 
are  rapes  and  robberies,  muggings  and  mur- 
ders. No  one  who  reads  the  paper  or  hears 
the  news  can  deny  the  (acts.  But  what  of  those 
mud  puddle  memories?  Have  we  put  them 
away  to  dust  and  rust  in  some  corner  ot  the 
past?  Why,  as  matunty  and  reality  set  in  must 
all  ol  the  bright  and  shiny  dreams  be  set  aside? 
A  story  of  reality  was  told  to  me  in  Austria 
that  I  will  never  forget.  There  were  live  of  us 
sitting  in  the  warm  kitchen  of  an  old-fashioned 
farmhouse,  as  a  plump  elderly  grandmother 
told  her  story.  She  reminisced  about  her  lile 
as  a  young  girl  in  the  days  of  war.  Her  family 
had  fled  the  area  earlier  and  she  had  been  to 
the  market  that  particular  day.  She  returned 
trom  town  to  find  all  the  farm  animals  gone 
and  everything  in  the  house  stolen  by  the  Rus- 
sian enemy.  That  was  the  same  war  which 
killed  her  father  and  fiance  .  .  .  Then  the 
grandfather  began  to  tell  us  his  story  of  the 
horrors  of  his  three  years  spent  in  a  Russian 
prison  camp.  Next,  the  frail  old  gentleman 
sitting  beside  me  began  to  speak  softly,  telling 
of  the  Amencan  prison  camp  where  he  had 
been  held  prisoner.  None  of  the  stones  were 
pretty  ones,  but  very  definitely  reality.  Wait, 
though,  for  even  in  those  stories  there  is  a 
glistening  dream.  Don't  you  see?  As  we  sat 
at  thai  worn  wooden  table  —  an  old  Austrian 
woman,  a  man  who  fought  with  us  and  a  man 
who  fought  against  us  and  two  young  Amer- 
icans —  we  talked  freely  m  warmth,  peace 
and  total  friendship.  That  to  me  is  the  dream 
of  the  world. 

You,  too,  have  taught  me aboutthe  real  world, 
whether  it  was  losing  the  election  for  chapter 
office,  fighting  the  fire  in  your  bam,  struggling 
for  lile  against  cancer  or  heanng  your  best 
friend  commit  suicide  over  the  phone.  Reality? 
Yes,  not  just  stories,  but  real  expenences  faced 
by  FFA  members  that  I  met  this  year  —  as 
icy  and  crystal  cut  as  can  be.  So  why  the 
optimism?  Because  despite  all  of  the  happen- 
ings in  this  very  real  world,  so  many  ol  you 
have  won.  You.  my  special  friends,  have  done 
it  anyway! 

Now  can  you  follow  my  travels?  You  see,  mud 
puddles  are  all  that  have  been  and  magic  mir- 
rors are  all  that  can  be  This  is  your  time  in 
FFA,  mine  is  nearly  up. 
But,  oh,  how  I  remember .  .  . 

From  that  First  sample  of  moldy  cottage  cheese 
to  the  coconut  pie  thrown  in  my  face,  from 
the  bull  they  brought  in  for  me  to  milk  in  the 
parlor,  to  falling  in  the  manure  pile  (the  first 

Or  maybe  it  was  this  year  as  a  national  officer 
.  .  getting  very  we!  in  North  Carolina,  a  super 
time  in  Iowa,  hard  times  in  D.C.,  nobs,  sobs, 
sets  of  numbers  or  a  green  cactus  from  Mas- 
sachusetts to  Arizona  I  don't  make  sense? 
But  you  see.  to  most  of  you  I  shouldn't.  Each 
are  special  moments  shared  in  the  travels  of 
my  year.  And  that  is  what  made  it  so  special 
—  the  personal  stories,  the  unique  moments 
and  the  secret  understandings  that  I  had  the 
chance  to  share  with  you.  That  to  me  is  na- 
tional office.  Those  are  the  memories  I  will 
always  cherish  as  I  move  on  to  new  roads. 
Until  now,  I  have  spoken  of  mud  puddles  and 
magic  mirrors  as  a  journey  in  time  from  what 
was  to  what  will  be  I  ask  you  to  remember 
(hat  as  we  part,  so  that  somewhere  in  the 
chamber  of  light  within  you  those  special 
dreams  can  be  stored  until  someday  .  .  .  and 

Finally,  I  would  like  to  apply  those  magic  mir- 
rors and  mud  puddles  to  you  —  from  what 
you  are  to  what  you  may  be.  If  you  will  accept 
these  few  last  words  from  this  old  bat  at  the 
ripe  old  age  of  twenty-one,  then  I  will  leave 
you  these. 

First,  dare!  Dare  to  dream  as  fax  and  wide  as 
you  can  dream  If  it  means  climbing  to  the 
top  of  a  snow  capped  mountain,  only  to  find 
that  there  are  higher  mountains  to  climb,  take 


that  chance  Dare  to  be  different  and  brave 
enough  to  go  beyond  the  area  in  which  you 
live.  There  is  so  much  to  see,  so  many  people 
to  know  and  so  many  new  ways  to  look  at  the 
world.  Dare  to  live  life! 
Next,  laugh!  Yes,  I  said  laugh  Have  tun'  Life 
is  too  short  to  be  worried  all  Ihe  time  There 
is  a  poem  I  like  to  read  that  was  written  by 
an  old  woman  She  said  that  if  she  had  her 
life  to  live  over  again,  she'd  go  barefoot  earlier 
in  the  spring  and  later*  in  the  tall.  She'd  eat 
less  beans  and  more  ice  cream  You  only  gel 
one  chance  here  and  your  laughter  will  make 
anyone's  smile  brighter.  A  special  triend  taught 
me  that  lesson  and  it  has  indeed  made  my  life 

And  finally,  be  yourself.  I  don't  know  what 
you  are  afraid  of 

You  are  special.  I  know!  Do  you  think  I  would 
spend  seven  years  of  my  lile  wearing  the  same 
clothes  as  one-half  million  other  people  unless 
I  thought  they  were  special7  You  have  thoughts, 
feelings  and  dreams  that  are  limitless,  but  you 
have  to  believe  II  you  don't  believe  in  yourself, 
how  on  earth  can  you  expect  anyone  else  to7 
As  I  go  now,  I  will  carry  with  me  all  lhat  you 
have  so  generously  shared.  You  have  shown 
me  agriculture's  wonders  and  the  life  they 
provide.  You  have  helped  me  to  learn  who  I 

You  have  given  me  a  better  understanding  of 

the  world  and  my  place  in  it. 

My  thanks  to  each  one  ol  you  now 

Life  is  a  gift,  wrapped  up  in  ribbons  and  woven 

with  dreams  along  a  lighted  lourney  from  mud 

puddles  to  magic  mjrro's. 

Travel  happy  my  friends,  travel  far 


"A  Series  of 
Choices" 

Bruce  Kettler.  National  Vice  President 
Eastern  Region 

Today  in  the  midsl  ol  the  electricity,  pageantry 
and  excitement  of  this  convention,  it  becomes 
difficult  lor  me  to  share  my  retiring  thoughts 


;  organization  that  I  can't  begin  to  put  them 
into  sentences.  I  have  met  a  large  number  of 
fantastic  people  and  made  so  many  new  fnends 
that  time  does  not  permit  me  to  tell  about 
them.  I  have  been  so  fortunate  to  be  able  to 
see  the  beauty  of  this  world  that  trying  to  put 
it  into  words  would  only  ruin  the  real  effect. 
That  puts  me  to  the  point  where  I  think  the 
best  thing  I  can  do  is  to  leave  a  challenge  with 
each  of  you. 

When  I  think  of  all  the  challenges  that  I  came 
up  against  during  the  past  six  years,  I  realize 
that  none  were  more  difficult  than  the  choices 
I  had  to  make  about  mysell,  my  life  and  what 
I  should  do  in  the  future.  Should  I  go  along 
with  the  crowd  even  though  I  don't  believe 
the  same  way  they  do?  Do  I  want  to  excel  or 
be  satisfied  with  average?  Could  I  really  be  of 
service  to  others  and  still  gain  self-satisfaction 
from  it? 

As  I  look  back  fondly  over  my  years  in  the 
Future  Farmers  of  America.  I  realize  now  these 
years  were  filled  with  a  series  of  choices  that 
I  had  to  make.  But  the  decisions  that  I  had  to 
make  as  an  FFA  member  are  probably  not 
much  different  than  those  you  have  made  or 
will  have  to  make. 

I  recently  read,  "a  fella  doesn't  last  long  on 
what  he  has  done;  he  has  to  keep  delivering." 
I  realized  this  to  be  true  after  competing  in 
my  first  contest  in  the  FFA.  It  was  the  creed 
speaking  contest.  After  winning  the  county 
competition,  1  went  to  the  district  to  compete 
against  seven  other  individuals  Little  did  I 
realize  then  that  it  took  practice  and  prepa- 
ration to  do  well  in  a  contest  like  this.  Ever 
since  that  cold  January  night  in  1978  when  I 
placed  fourth,  I  vowed  that  I  was  going  to 
challenge  mysell  to  do  better  in  all  that  I  at- 
tempted. I  realized  then  that  in  order  to  last 
long  I  had  to  keep  on  delivering. 
Ladies  and  gentlemen,  you  can't  slide  uphill! 
You  can't  slide  downhill  either  if  you  set  some 
goals  in  life  and  are  willing  to  work  to  achieve 
them.  The  best  choice  I  have  made  is  the 
choice  to  challenge  myself  to  be  a  wiimer  It 
was  the  best  choice  because  it  has  allowed 
me  to  meet  so  many  people,  like  each  ol  you, 
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shared  with  me.  Someone  once  told  me,  "II 
you  can't  have  the  best  of  everything,  make 
the  best  of  everything  you  have."  No  one  has 
the  best  of  everything.  To  me  that  is  why  we 
challenge  ourselves  to  reach  new  heights.  That 
is  when  we  look  at  what  we  have  and  are  willing 
to  make  the  best  of  it. 

Earlier  this  summer,  the  six  of  us  were  in- 
volved in  a  ceremony  that  I  will  never  be  able 
to  shake  from  my  memory.  We  were  at  Ar- 
lington National  Cemetery  in  our  nation's  cap- 
ital We  were  to  place  a  wreath  on  the  Tomb 
of  the  Unknown  Soldier.  I  will  never  forget 
looking  out  over  the  serene  hillside  at  the 
beautiful  buildings  of  our  nation's  government 
and  then  seeing  in  front  of  me  a  huge  marble 
tomb  with  these  words  on  it,  "Here  rests  in 
honored  glory  an  American  soldier  known  but 
to  God."  As  I  laid  my  hands  on  the  wreath 
and  listened  to  the  playing  of  taps,  thoughts 
were  running  through  my  mind  about  how  that 
soldier  had  made  the  choice  to  light  lor  his 
country  and  to  preserve  his  beliefs  in  America. 
He  died  so  that  we  may  live  in  a  country  where 
freedom  exists 

Then  my  thoughts  turned  to  how  I  had  the 
choice  of  helping  others  lo  realize  dreams  that 
they  had.  I  asked  myself  a  question  that  I'm 
going  to  ask  you  to  ask  yourself,  "am  I  com- 
mitted to  helping  others  so  that  they  may  have 
Ihe  opportunities  I  didn't  have?" 
Sometimes  we  have  to  make  that  choice.  Many 
people  these  days  would  rather  look  out  for 
themselves.  If  they  have  time  after  Iheir  per- 
sonal interests  to  help  others,  then  they  may 
help  out.  Too  many  people  have  a  live  and  let 
live  attitude.  Maybe  if  each  of  us  decides  not 
to  lust  live  and  let  live,  but  rather  to  live  and 
help  live,  we  will  find  more  people  reluming 
the  favor. 

People  who  are  willing  to  help  certainly  are 
not  rare  in  the  Future  Farmers  of  America.  I 
have  found  that  we  are  quite  fortunate  to  have 
many  people  who  are  committed  to  making 
our  futures  brighter. 

From  young  to  old  alike  I  have  been  able  to 
work  with  and  become  affiliated  with  people 
who  give  much  more  of  themselves  than  they 
receive  in  return.  But  interestingly  enough. 
s  people  who  don't  expect 


To  accomplish  groat  things 
We  must  not  only  act,  but  also 

dream. 
Not  only  plan  but  also  believe. 

You  can  accomplish  great  things  if  you  will 
allow  yourself  to  dream  and  believe  that  you 
can  make  that  dream  become  a  reality  Sure, 
it's  going  to  take  a  great  deal  of  hard  work, 
dedication  and  maybe  even  one  or  two  un- 
successful attempts.  But  when  you  allow 
yourself  to  believe  in  your  ability  and  test  it 
over  and  over  again,  it  becomes  easier  to 
accomplish  what  you  want. 
Until  about  four  years  ago,  I  did  not  have  the 
attitude  that,  "Whatever  is  worth  doing  at  all. 
is  worth  doing  well."  I  soon  found  out  that 
putting  a  lot  of  effort  into  any  task,  great  or 
small,  was  quite  rewarding.  Not  only  was  it 
quite  rewarding,  but  it  built  my  self-confidence 
level  to  the  point  where  I  finally  began  lo  chal- 
lenge my  abilities  As  a  matter  of  fact,  chal- 
lenges now  can  be  quite  fun  and  exciting  com- 
pared to  how  I  once  viewed  them. 
The  strength  of  your  belief  in  yourself  will 


But  n 


much  in  return.  Their 
helping  others  and  seeing  other  people  do 
well.  There  have  been  many  times  when  peo- 
ple have  asked  me  for  advice  or  help. 
I  was  flattered  when  asked  but  at  the  same 
time  I  really  found  that  I  caught  myself  feeling 
much  better  after  helping  out.  Friends,  those 
are  the  times  when  I  realized  that  committing 
myself  to  what  I  believed  in  was  another  wise 
choice  that  came  about  because  of  this  grand 
organization. 

I  have  seen  myself  change  over  the  past  six 
years  because  of  my  involvement  in  the  FFA. 
The  opportunities  to  travel,  learn,  meet  new 
friends  and  challenge  mysell  to  attain  new 
heights  have  changed  this  once  shy  freshman 
into  a  person  who  has  the  utmost  respect  for 
anyone  who  is  willing  to  change  themselves 
lor  the  better.  We  should,  "seek  not  to  be 
better  than  our  neighbors  but  better  than  our- 
selves." Humility  is  a  virtue  which  is  difficult 
to  achieve,  but  many  times  says  more  about 
a  person  than  all  they  say  or  do! 
All  of  us  dream  of  someday  being  great  or 
doing  magnificent  things.  I  can  remember  how 
several  years  ago.  after  attending  this  con- 
vention, I  was  more  excited  than  ever  about 
the  thought  of  someday  walking  across  this 
stage  to  receive  my  American  Farmer  degree 
I  was  told  that  it  would  take  a  great  deal  of 
dedication  and  work  to  achieve  thai  degree. 
But  I  was  not  aware  that  there  were  so  many 
tasks  that  went  into  such  an  honor.  It  was 
then  that  I  realized  that  true  greatness  consists 
in  being  great  in  little  things.  It  does  not  take 
a  complex  formula  or  complicated  series  of 
events  to  achieve  all  you  want  to  achieve.  If 


r  draw  you  will  al- 
ways be  a  better  person  for  trying. 
It  has  been  an  honor  lo  serve  you  and  the 
Future  Farmers  of  America.  I  can  only  thank 
you  and  the  Good  Lord  for  the  opportunity 
and  strength  to  do  so.  That  is  why  I  am  going 
to  ask  the  National  FFA  Chorus  to  sing  a  ben- 
ediction as  my  wish  to  each  of  you  faced  with 
a  "series  of  choices." 

May  the  Lord,  Mighty  Gad,  bless  and 

keep  you  forever. 
Grant  you  peace,  perfect  peace, 

courage  in  every  endeavor. 
Lift  up  your  eyes  and  see  His  face. 

And  His  grace  forever. 
May  the  Lord,  Mighty  God,  bless  and 

keep  you  forever. 
May  you  accomplish  all  that  is  worthy  to  you. 
be  humble  in  your  actions,  help  others  anc 
above  all,  believe  in  you!! 
Thankyou  for  a  great  year  and  may  God  bless 


n  your  humility,  you  will  find  yourself 
doing  great  things.  You  will  discover  that  the 
greatest  truths  are  the  simplest;  and  so  are 
ihe  greatesl  men.  I  guess  that  is  why  I  gained 
so  much  and  enjoyed  even  the  toughest  mo- 
ments of  this  year.  It  was  because  I  realized 
that  I  couldn't  have  asked  for  greater  people 
to  be  around.  Whether  you  were  hosting  me 
in  your  home,  sharing  your  experiences  or 
asking  me  why  there  is  no  lettering  on  the 
back  of  my  jacket,  you  showed  me  that  you 
were  true  friends. 

A  real  friend  is  one  who  helps  us 
to  think  our  noblest  thoughts,  put 

forth 
our  best  efforts  and  be  our  best 

selves. 

Life  really  is  made  up  of  a  series  of  choices. 
Sometimes  we  limit  our  selections  and  be- 
come unaware  of  what  is  really  being  offered 
to  us.  The  FFA  has  given  me  a  great  deal  But 
I  can  truly  say  that  through  this  organization 
I  have  been  given  a  virtue  which  I  hope  will 
benefit  you  as  much  as  it  has  me.  That  virtue 
is  belief.  Believing  that  my  God-given  talents 
wpi.Wwnrb  id  used  them.  Believing  in  mysell 
wl nost  too  tough  to  face  reality. 


"This  is  My 
Quest" 

Marty  Coates,  National  Secretary 


dress.  What  would  this  address  contain 
would  I  say  as  a  tribute  to  my  fellow  members, 
family,  fnends  and  God? 
A  few  months  ago  as  the  summer  season  drew 
lo  a  close.  I  realized  that  November  and  the 
convention  were  near,  it  seemed  almost  im- 
possible to  avoid  thoughts  of  this  last  address 
to  you.  At  that  time,  I  began  to  re-evaluate 
my  year  as  National  FFA  Secretary,  a  year  of 
tremendous  and  varied  opportunities  and  ex- 
periences, which  seemed  vast  and  never  end- 
ing —  a  year  when  friendships  began  and 
maturity  was  inevitable.  These  words  repre- 
sent my  thoughts,  which  give  you  only  a  vague 
description  of  what  this  year  and  my  career 
m  FFA  has  really  been. 
As  I  pondered  these  thoughts  I  sat  down  and 
penned  the  words  to  this  address,  which  I  will 
share  with  you  today. 

I  can  imagine  that  about  215  years  ago  it 
seemed  impossible  that  a  few  settlers  in  this 
new  land,  would  be  able  to  defeat  the  British 
army,  adverse  weather  conditions,  disease  and 
starvation,  in  search  of  their  dream  —  a  free, 
open  society  in  which  to  live.  However,  it 
didn't  seem  so  impossible  on  July  4th,  1776. 
as  Thomas  Jefferson,  John  Hancock  and  55 
other  gallant  patriots  of  the  American  Revo- 
lution signed  thei 


invention.  The  quest  to  improve  man's  use  of 
air  has  developed  into  a  fascinating  mode  of 
transportation,  which  can  take  us  around  the 
world,  to  the  moon  and  other  points  in  the 
universe.  Impossible? 

It  seemed  impossible  to  millions  of  Americans 
in  1980  that  the  hostages  in  Iran  would  ever 
return  home.  Negotiations  failed  An  at- 
tempted rescue  faded.  Even  prayers  seemed 
useless  in  this  situation.  However,  it  did  not 
seem  so  impossible  when  the  hostages  re- 
turned home,  alive  and  well. 
For  years,  there  was  only  a  slight  possibility 
that  NASA  could  ever  design,  build  and  put 
into  operation  a  space  shuttle  that  could  trans- 
port men  and  women  into  outer  space  on  a 
regular  basis. 

The  doubt  diminished,  however,  on  Palm  Sun- 
day 1981  when  the  space  shuttle,  Columbia 
was  launched  into  orbit.  That  flight  has  been 
repeated  many  times  now—  a  promising  op- 
portunity for  science. 

Many  things  have  presented  themselves  as 
impossibilities  over  the  course  of  history. 
However,  these  impossibilities  have  turned  into 
possibilities,  when  many  positive  people  found 
opportunity  in  impossibility.  These  positive 
people,  determined  to  accomplish  their  task, 
acknowledged  success  when  they  said.  "This 
is  my  quest,  this  is  my  chance  to  reach  my 
goal,  I  am  determined  to  realize  this  dream. 
no  matter  how  impossible  it  seems." 
Last  fall  as  I  prepared  for  the  interviews  I  would 
undergo  here  in  Kansas  City.  I  often  found 
myself  unsure  as  lo  the  actual  success  of  this, 
another  dream  in  the  FFA  -  the  dream  to  be- 
come a  national  officer.  One  day  after  classes 
at  college,  I  returned  home,  checked  my  mail- 
box and  found  a  letter  from  a  friend.  Within 
the  letter,  I  found  a  poem  which  seemed  to 
inspire  me  to  continue  in  quest  of  my  dreams. 
The  words  of  Rod  Stewart  share  an  important 
message: 

"If  there's  doubt  and  you're  cold, 
Don't  you  worry  what  the  future  holds 
We  gotta  have  heroes. 
To  teach  us  all 
To  never  give  up  on  a  dream. 
Tame  the  road. 
Torch  the  sun 

No  force  on  earth  could  stop  your  run 
When  your  heart, 
Bursts  like  the  sun. 
Never,  never  give  up  on  a  dream. 
Shadows  tall. 
Deal  the  dice 
Ya  feel  ya  never  got  a  place  you  can 

run. 
Search  forever. 
For  a  finish  line 
But  never  give  up  on  a  dream. 
Raging  oceans 
Fill  your  head 

You  gotta  break  all  records  set 
Push  yourself 
Until  the  end, 

But  don't  you  give  up  on  a  dream. 
Now  listen  to  me.  .  . 
You  don't  need  restrictions. 
You  can't  live  on  sympathy. 
You  just  need  to  go  the  distance 
That's  all  you  need  to  be  free. 
Aspiring  on. 
To  never  lose 
It'll  take  a  long,  long  time 
Till  they  can  till  your  shoes. 
It'll  take  somebody  whose  a  lot  like 

you 
Who  will  never  give  up  on  a  dream 
YOU  MUST  NEVER  GIVE  UP  ON  A 

DREAM. " 
I  found  in  that  poem-just  enough  to  keep  me 
going. 

This  year  we  have  traversed  this  country  vis- 
iting with  you.  I  have,  been  inspired  as  you 
have  shared  your  many  dreams  with  me.  Many 
late  nights  were  spent  in  homes,  barns,  yards 
and  trucks  sharing  with  you  about  how  im- 
possibilities can  become  realities  if  you  dare 
to  go  the  limit.  Friends,  successful  members 
in  this  organization  and  successful  people  in 
life  are  much  like  that  symbol  of  our  organi- 


zation's scope  and  unity  —  the  eagle. 
The  eagle  and  you  are  always  soaring  higher 
and  higher  never  sabsfied  to  stay  on  the  ground, 
but  the  eagle  must  reach  far  beyond  its  own 
limit  to  attain  peaks  yet  uninhabited.  Such 
have  been  the  attitudes  of  the  many  thousands 
of  you  I've  visited  with  this  year.  Often  limes 
this  year  I  have  found  myself  down,  because 
of  Ihe  work  load  or  situations  surrounding  the 
travel  schedule,  but  your  excitement  about 
your  dreams  in  the  FFA  has  made  my  year 
wonderful. 

This  year  represents  not  only  a  year  in  which 
a  dream  came  true,  but  it  represents  an  op- 
portunity to  share  with  others.  Just  four  years 
ago  this  dream  became  a  goal  as  I  attended 
the  National  FFA  Convention.  I  heard  a  man 
tell  how  a  person  can  make  his  dreams  come 
true  if  he  is  determined  to  move  ahead  pos- 
itively This  goal  of  becoming  a  national  officer 
seemed  impossible  to  a  minister's  son,  who 
four  years  ago  had  a  work  project  which  was 
extremely  limited.  My  visit  to  this  this  con- 
vention in  1979  began  my  journey  of  explo- 
ration into  new  avenues  in  the  SOE  program. 
Today,  I  own  my  own  business.  All  because 
someone  said,  "You  can  with  a  plan."  I  re- 
alized I  could  succeed  as  long  as  I  could  see 
and  map  a  course  toward  attaining  my  goal. 
I  can  say,  today,  that  my  days  in  the  FFA  have 
been  challenging  but  rewarding,  tough  but 
pleasurable.  They  have  presented  opportuni- 
ties which  seem  limitless  and  have  offered 
moments  of  gratification  as  success  was  ex- 
perienced One  such  moment,  I  feel  right  now. 
I  am  gratified  in  this  moment  as  I  realize  the 
conclusion  of  a  successful  year  and  career  in 

In  this  gratification  I  must  share  my  thanks 
with  some  folks  who  have  helped  me  in  my 
numerous  quests  in  the  FFA. 
To  my  family,  I  say  thanks  for  the  constant 
inspiration  each  of  you  has  always  given  me 
so  that  I  might  see  that  together  everyone 
achieves  more.  The  spirit  of  teamwork  and 
love  Irom  you  have  secured  me  in  this  mo- 

To  my  advisors  and  chapter,  I  can  never  say 
enough  thanks  for  allowing  me  to  explore  the 
various  avenues  of  the  FFA  with  you.  Your 
support  has  been  invaluable  over  the  years. 
To  my  five  friends  on  the  national  officer  team, 
I  say  thanks  to  you  for  your  challenging,  sup- 
portive and  loving  comradery  thai  you  have 
shared  with  me  Ihis  year.  The  true  quest  of 
forming  a  team  to  work  toward  the  betterment 
of  FFA  is  conquered  in  this  moment  and  I  share 
tt  with  you 

To  each  of  you,  my  fellow  FFA  members,  though 
I  don't  know  each  of  you  by  name,  I  thank 
you  for  what  you  represent  and  mean  lo  me. 
You  represent  the  todays  and  tomorrows.  You 
represent  new  dreams,  new  goals  and  chal- 
lenging quests. 

A  state  officer  in  Alabama  last  year  said,  "when 
1  began  this  year,  I  thought  that  I  was  leaving 
home  and  beginning  a  journey.  Well,  I  realize 
today  that  I've  been  at  home  all  the  while  and 
today  I  begin  the  journey."  This  officer  best 
summarizes  my  thoughts  today,  but  before  1 
leave  on  this  journey  of  new  quests,  let  me 
leave  you,  the  members  of  the  greatest  youth 
organization  in  this  country,  the  challenge  of 
finding  brighter  tomorrows  in  the  field  of  ag- 
riculture. 

In  closing,  my  final  quest  in  the  FFA  is  to  share 
with  you  in  the  words  of  a  song,  my  hope 
that  each  of  you  will  continue  to  tackle  the 
quest  of  reaching  your  dreams, 

"The  Impossible  Dream" 

I  love  you  all,  God  Bless. 


at  a  part  of  mat  friend  nght  no*,  as  1  look  at 
you.  Because,  you  see.  Sis  tend  is  best 
known  as  the  Future  Farmers  of  Amenta  — 
and  within  the  next  day  and  a  haf  ayoang 
man  that  has  grown  to  tow  and  cherish  this 
organization  wifl  be  forced  to  take  of!  this  blue 
and  gold  jacket  (or  the  fcnat  foe.  Htagh. 
it's  because  of  having  had  the  opoortunny  to 
wear  this  jacket  that  I  know  I  ««  ahoys  km 
a  greater  desire  to  he  my  fcfe  to  the  tautest 
and  have  a  d 


Serving  as  a  na 
opened  my  eyes  (or  the  need  to  foe  Be  to  its 
fullest  —  for  if  we  donX  il  will  sorely  pass 
us  by  without  even  a  second  glance. 
I've  also  teamed  this  year  that  to  gel  the  most 
out  of  life  you  must  be  willing  lo  use  all  oi 
your  God-given  talents  and  potential. 
As  I've  traveled  across  this  country  to  camps. 
conferences  and  conventions .  I've  been  amszeo 
time  after  time  by  people  who  have  shown  me 
the  great  potential  thai  lies  wrthm  every  human 
being.  The  potential  to  go  forth  and  accom- 
plish things  that  many  people  thmk  are  simply 
impossible.  You  probably  thmk  I'm  talking 
about  people  with  unheard  of  l.Q  s  and  on- 
limited  education.  Well  you're  wrong  if  that's 
the  case,  because  I'm  speaking  of  ordinary 
people  —  just  fite  you  and  me. 
I  saw  God-given  talent  and  potential  used  to 
overcome  what  was  said  Id  be  impossible,  as 
I  watched  Bruce,  a  young  FFA  member  whD 
had  been  physically  handicapped  since  birth. 
But  that  didn't  stop  Bruce,  for  today  he's  one 
of  the  main  'leaders  in  *iis  chapter  and  iherr 
parliamentary  procedure  team. 
I  witnessed  the  impossible  conquered,  as  I 
watched  Wes.  a  former  FFA  member,  who  as 
a  Greenhand  was  sent  home  by  his  teacheT 
because  of  a  speech  defect  so  bad  that  he 
could  hardly  be  understood  m  the  classroom. 
Today.  Wes  debates  »"w>ps  as  a  U.S.  Con- 
gressman. 

Now  I'm  not  saying  thai  handicapped  people 
are  the  only  ones  who  can  meet  a  challenge 
and  overcome  it  —  but  I  am  saymg  that  each 
of  us  has  the  ability  to  do  something  great 
with  our  life,  if  well  only  make  the  decision 
to  gel  to  work  and  do  it- 
Even  God's  word  tele;  us  that  we  should  be 
constantly  reaching  forth  to  a  new  and  un- 
answered challenge-  Paul  spoke  of  this  in  Phil. 
3:14,  when  he  said,  "1  press  toward  the  goal 
for  the  prize  of  the  high  callmg  of  God. "  !  m 
convinced  that  it  will  be  those  people  who  are 
constantly  searching  for  opportunities  to  build 
their  lives  —  that  wji  be  the  answer  to  many 
of  the  problems  the  world  faces  today,  .ft  will 
be  those  people,  in  agriculture  and  all  other 
fields,  that  are  striving  forward  with  God's 
guidance,  thai  reach  their  ultimas  goals  in 
life. 

Many  of  you  will  remember  The  impossible 
being  challenged  in  1978.  tt  was  during  that 
year  on  August  11th,  in  a  clover  held  in  Pres- 
que  Isle.  Maine,  that  three  Albuoueroue  hal- 
loonists  lifted  upward  into  the  sky  and  started 
a  journey  that  would  demand  their  very  utmost 
if  they  were  to  survive.  S«  nays  latter,  on 
August  170),  Larry  Newman.  Maxie  Anoerson 
and  Ben  Abruzzo  landed  just  60  miles  outside 
of  Paris.  France,  Those  three  men  had  ridden 
their  Double  Eagle  II  an  estimated  3.120  mites 
in  what  is  knrnvn  as  a  histac  crossing  of  the 
Atlantic.  Wewsweedrreported  Anderson  as  say- 
ing, "We  did  the  impassable,  that's  a  feeling 
you  can't  find  in  too  many  places."  Abruzzo 
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It's  been  over  seven  years  since  I  sat  in  that 
small  vo-ag  classroom  for  the  first  time  — 
and  even  then.  I  knew  I  had  met  a  very  special 
friend  that  would  be  a  part  of  my  life  for  many 
years  to  come.  But  what  I  didn't  know,  was 
Ihis  new  found  companion  would  literally  in- 
troduce me  to  thousands  of  people,  take  me 
to  places  I  neygLdjeamed  of  going,  ultimately 
change  the  way  I  viewed  life  and  would  be  one 
of  thfrfliost  unselfish  givers  that  I  have  ever 
known.  ' 

Who  is  this  unbelieveable  friend  that  I'm 
speaking  of?  Well,  you  could  say  I'm  looking 


went  on  to  say. ' 

are  challenged  and  men  by  the 

then  we  are  not  owing  forward  as  a  society." 

What  I'm  truly  trying  to  ten  you  this  mommg. 

FFA  members,  is  not  to  settle  with  mediocrity 

—  but  instead,  meet  each  day's  challenge  with 

the  perseverance  that  only  God  Himself  can 

give  you.  Realize  thai  with  your  tarth  trusted 

firmly  in  Him.  you  can  handle  the  largest  ask 

and  the  most  challenging  probtan  flat  Be  has 

That,  my  friends,  applies  to  you  whoever  yon 
are,  whatever  you  do  and  wherever  yoa  Jne. 
Oh.  I  can  assure  you  there  wiD  be  nosesfas 
will  doubt  you.  teing  you  i  cam  be  dome — 
and  even  you.  yourseff.  wi  become  a  non- 
believer  at  times.  But  3's  during  those  fines 
of  failure  and  rfj^gMF11"—!*  that  we've  got 
to  remember  air  the  good  things  mat  have 

I've  dreamed  many  dreams  that  never 

came  tme 
I've  seen  them  vanish  at  dawn. 
But  I've  realized  eaomah  at  my 

dreams,  thank  God 
To  mala  me  wart  m  dream  m. 
I've  trusted  maty  a  them)  mat  faded. 
And  left  me  to  weep  ateme. 
But  I've  found  enough  at  my  friends 

hue  blue 
To  make  me  keep  trusting  on. 
I've  sown  many  seeds  Oat  tell  by  the 

way 
For  the  birds  to  feed  noon 
But  I've  held  enough  golden  sheaves 
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in  my  hand, 
To  make  me  keep  sowing  on. 
I've  drained  the  cup  of 

disappointment  and  pain 
I've  gone  many  days  without  song. 
But  I've  sipped  enough  nectar  from 

the  roses  of  life 
To  make  me  want  to  live  on. 
Yes  my  Iriends.  indeed  I  do  want  to  keep  living 
on,  because  I  want  you  to  know  that  there's 
a  life  before  us  today  and  tomorrow  that's 
worth  living  It's  worth  making  the  most  of 
each  and  every  day 

Sure.  I'll  agree  the  newspapers  and  television 
screens  across  this  land  paint  a  mighty  grim 
picture  for  a  person  wanting  to  succeed  in  this 
day  and  age.  But  this  country  has  overcome 
problems  in  ihe  past  —  and  it  will  in  the  future, 
mainly  because  in  the  past  this  countiy  has 
reared  young  men  and  women  who  realized 
it  was  their  responsibility  to  make  the  decision 
of  whether  this  country  failed  or  prospered. 
Today  we  should  be  realizing  the  same,  not 
only  for  ourselves,  but  for  the  generations  that 
will  (ollow  us  in  this  country  and  in  this  or- 
ganization. 

I've  learned  this  year  that  no  matter  how  much 
we  give  of  ourselves,  our  time,  our  labor  and 
our  love,  we  will  always  receive  more  in  return 
There's  no  limit  to  the  feeling  ot  joy  when  you 
see  a  friend  reap  the  rewards  ol  success  (hat 
you  helped  make  possible. 
Today  as  Americans  and  as  members  of  this 
organization,  we  have  to  remember  that  this 
country  and  this  membership  will  only  last  as 
long  as  we  help  make  that  possible.  It's  going 
to  require  that  we  pave  a  few  roads  and  build 
some  new  bridges. 

The  following  poem  by  Will  Allen  Dromgoole 
expresses  this  feeling: 
An  old  man  traveling  a  lone  highway. 
Came  at  the  evening  cold  and  gray, 
To  a  chasm  vast,  deep  and  wide, 
Through  which  was  flowing  a  sullen- 
tide. 
The  old  man  crossed  in  the  twilight 

dim. 
The  sullen  stream  held  no  fears  for 

him. 
But  he  turned  when  safe  on  the  other 

side. 
And  built  a  bridge  to  span  the  tide. 
'Old  man. "  cried  a  fellow  pilgrim 

near. 
You  re  wasting  your  time  in  building 

here. 
Your  journey  will  end  with  the  closing 

day; 
You  never  again  will  pass  this  way. 
You  have  crossed  the  chasm  deep 

and  wide. 
Why  build  you  this  bridge  at  the 

even-tide?" 
The  builder  lifted  his  old  gray  head: 
'Good  friend,  in  the  path  I  have 

come."  be  said. 
"There  followetb  after  me  today, 
A  youth  whose  feet  must  pass  this 

way. 
This  stream  which  has  been  as  a 

naught  to  me. 
To  that  fair-haired  youth  it  may  pittul 

be. 
He  too,  must  cross  in  the  twilight  dim 


Fellow  FFA  members,  the  six  ot  us  have  ex- 
perienced a  year  that  was  made  possible  be- 
cause of  members  who  built  bridges  —  so 
that  we  could  cross  life's  many  chasms  and 
it  we  have  done  anything  during  our  year  of 
service,  I  pray  that  we  also  have  constructed 
a  tew  bridges  for  young  men  and  women  to 
cross  upon  in  the  years  to  come. 
At  a  moment  like  this,  when  someone  has 
given  you  so  much,  it's  very  hard  not  to  be 
a  little  sad.  but  we  will  not  be  sad.  for  we 
know  lhai  with  every  ending  there's  a  new 
beginning.  A  beginning  lhat  will  lead  us  to 
many  mote  challenges  in  our  lite  and  in  the 
lives  ol  those  around  us. 
This  morning,  as  I  look  around  this  audito- 
rium, I  see  thai  my  old  friend  has  changed 
during  the  last  seven  years.  My  old  friend  has 
now  grown  into  someone  who  must  also  face 
many  new  challenges  —  and  that  someone  is 
each  ol  you. 

As  we  leave.  I  hope  you  will  join  us  in  a  very 
simple  challenge  that  we'll  carry  from  this  day 
on.  It's  a  challenge  ol  decision,  the  decision 
to  not  only  make  the  most  of  the  life  God  has 
given  you.  but  to  also  help  others  make  the 

The  great  poet,  Edgar  Quest  tells  it  best.  .  . 


"You  are  the  fellow  who  has  to 

decide, 
Whether  you'll  do  it  or  toss  it  aside. 
You  are  the  one  who  makes  up  your 

mind. 
Whether  you'll  lead  or  linger  behind. 
Whether  you'll  try  for  the  goal  that's 

afar. 
Or  be  content  to  stay  where  you  are. 
Take  it  or  leave  it,  here's  something 

to  do, 
Just  think  it  over,  it's  all  up  to  you. " 
Today,  if  you'll  meet  this  challenge,  what  a 
tremendous  difference  it  could  make  lor  you, 
for  this  country  and  lor  this  organization.  Yes 


those  blue  jackets  as  instructors,  state  staff, 
sponsors,  friends  and  others  who  have  been 
instrumental  in  my  success  because  of  their 
support.  01  course  family  is  special  to  each 
of  us.  It  is  with  their  concern,  effort  and  care 
that  we  are  able  to  dream  some  of  those  dreams 
that  someday  become  realized  achievements. 
I  thank  my  family  for  allowing  me  that  privi- 
lege. 

An  extended  family  ol  five  others.  Ihis  year, 
has  given  much  of  itself.  Each  member  has 
provided  a  unique  perspective  and  together 
we  have  epitomized  the  word  "team".  All  of 
you  will  forever  be  a  part  of  me  The  great 
lesson  has  made  me  see  that  each  of  these 
groups  of  individuals  is  different,  thankfully. 
Each  is  deserving  of  respect  and  equal  con- 
sideration. Each  must  appreciate  others  and 
be  appreciated. 


The  great  lesson  has  taught  that  all  people  are 
uniquely  beautiful,  and  that  for  any  desires  we 
Itave,  for  any  goals  we  want  to  acheive.  for 
any  dreams  we  possess,  the  best  people  to 
share  it  with,  bear  it  with,  and  care  with  are 
those  around  you. 

These  three  modules  are  all  a  part  of  a  great 
lesson.  A  lesson  I  have  learned  as  a  member ' 
of  the  Future  Farmers  ol  America.  It  has  been 
greatly  intensified  and  magnified  this  year.  The 
greatest  lesson  is  learning  to  love  yourself. 
Simply  loving  yourself  is  realizing  that  with 
your  life  and  subsequently  those  around  you, 
you  and  God  can  accomplish  anything  if  you'll 
see  that  now  is  the  best  time;  here  is  the  best 
place  and  the  best  people  are  those  around 


again  and  again.  A  lesson  learned  well  need 
only  to  be  acquired  once  and  then  reviewed 
from  time  to  time  Thanks  toyou,  I  have  learned 
Ihe  greatest,  simple  lesson  well  1  promise  to 

hopefully  afterwards  Gifts  of  concern,  mem- 
ories, and  love  of  and  Irom  you  will  make 

In  return  for  all  lhat  you  have  given  me,  I 
share  the  knowledge  of  the  lesson  and  chal- 
lenge you  to  adopt  the  three  parts  of  the  lesson 
in  your  life.  I  wish  you  too,  will  learn  to  "Love 
Yourself."  Thanks  much  and  God  will  bless 


The  greatest  lesson  is  a  simple  c 


The  Greatest" 


FFA  member.  That  excitement 
and  extreme  interest  level  that  has  carried  me 
through  much  and  brought  me  to  today,  has 
all  stemmed  from  one  thought  that  filled  my 
entire  being  with  anticipation.  As  1  sat  in  the 
small  classroom  with  a  handful  ot  other  tenth 
grade  students,  I  listened  to  a  lecture  given 
by  a  gentleman,  who  had  taught  all  of  my 
seven  brothers,  and  the  thought  of  the  great 
lesson  I  was  to  learn  captivated  my  mind. 

follow  me  hopefully,  through  a  lite- 
t  no  idea  that  this  great  lesson  would 
have  more  than  one  or  two  teachers,  but  lit- 
erally hundreds  of  thousands.  I  had  no  idea 
that  the  great  lesson  would  encompass  much 
dismay,  disgust  and  disappointment  as  well 
as  a  treasure  chest  filled  with  happiness,  ex- 
citement and  accomplishment. 
I  am  sure  that  you  are  asking  yourselves  what 
is  this  great  lesson  that  I  have  referred  to  so 
frequently.  The  lesson  that  has  transformed 
a  self-doubting,  withdrawn,  bitter  teenager  into 
an  aspiring,  trusting,  capable,  understanding 
young  man. 

This  lesson  is  quite  simple  and  is  composed 
of  three  major  parts  These  three  modules 
have  been  disclosed  to  me  very  well,  especially 
this  year.  The  three  parts  to  this  lesson  are 
time,  place  and  people.  Three  nouns  that  at 
first  glance  are  very  denotative  but  to  me,  in 
my  tenure  as  a  member  of  the  greatest  youth 
organization,  have  taken  on  a  more  full,  more 
clear  connotation. 

Time  for  us  is  a  most  valuable  commodity. 
Because  of  the  rarity  and  elemental  qualities 
of  this  measure  of  duration,  most  of  us  have 
come  to  feel  that  we  are  subject  to  it.  We  feel 
that  it  dictates  our  tasks  for  each  day.  The 
great  lesson  I  learned  while  investing  time 
traveling  over  three  hundred  days  this  year, 
investing  time  at  home  with  family  and  sharing 
conversation  with  the  many  members  I  met, 
is  that  time  is  ours  to  do  with  what  we  please. 
The  great  lesson  teaches  us  that  we  cannot 
destroy  time  but,  if  not  used  properly,  we  can 
insure  our  own  destruction  The  great  lesson 
has  taught,  for  any  desires  we  have,  for  any 
goals  we  want  to  achieve,  for  any  dreams  we 
possess,  that  now  is  the  best  time  to  begin 
to  work  at  them. 

Certainly  this  year  has  been  filled  with  places. 
I  have  seen  the  majestic  sites  of  our  great 
country  and  of  other  countries.  I  have  enjoyed 
the  beauty  and  comfort  of  many  homes  of  FFA 
members  and  friends.  I  have  learned  much 
from  the  many  projects  I  have  seen  and  read 
about.  All  of  these  places  have  opened  my 
eyes  to  many  things  I  never  knew  existed.  The 
greatest  lesson  has  revealed  that  of  all  the 
picturesque  scenes,  of  all  the  historically  rich 
areas,  of  all  the  places  one  could  wishfully 
dream  lo  be,  there  is  no  place  like  the  place 
you  are  at  the  moment.  The  great  lesson  has 
taught,  for  any  desires  we  have,  for  any  goals 
we  want  to  achieve,  lor  any  dreams  we  pos- 
sess, the  best  place  to  start  is  here. 
There  are  some  special  people  in  each  per- 
son's life,  In  my  life  there  are  many  special 
people.  Each  young  person  who  zips  a  blue 
jacket  and  decides  to  accomplish  something 
is  special  to  me.  Also,  there  are  many  special 
people  all  across  this  country  who  support 


Honorary  American  Farmer  Degree 

Motivation  for  many  FFA  members,  especially  those  members  who 

achieve  high  honors  in  the  organization,  comes  from  their  local  advisors 

Due  to  the  outstanding  efforts  of  these  individuals  in  their  service  and 

guidance  to  young  men  and  women  preparing  for  careers  in  agriculture, 

the  FFA  annually  recognizes  less  than  one  percent  of  them,  the  nation's 

chapter  advisors. 

The  FFA  also  awards  the  Honorary  American  Farmer  Degree  to  parents  ot 

the  Stars  Over  America,  the  parents  of  the  1982-83  National  FFA  Officers. 

and  other  businesses  and  individuals  who  have  helped 

advance  agriculture  and  the  FFA  through  their  outstanding  service 

on  the  national  level. 
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Alabama:  Joe  Leonard  Brown,  Wetumpka, 
Lavord  W.  Crook,  Montgomery;  Wesley 
Grant,  Bay  Minetten;  Alton  McFarland,  Jack- 
son, Turner  Porter,  Eclectic,  George  L 
While,  Auburn  University;  Joseph  A.  White. 
Salem;  Arizona:  Harold  G.  Kilb,  Scottsdale; 
Bob  Moore,  Phoenix;  Leo  C.  Peterson, 
Mesa,  Lloyd  Anthony  Ashlock,  Valley 
Springs;  Donald  E.  Voth,  Fayetteville,  Cali- 
fornia: Eddie  Albert,  Pacific  Palisades; 
Karen  C.  Bachmann.  San  Francisco;  Jerry 
Biggs,  Fresno;  Jack  Chappell,  Selma;  Del- 
vert  Clement,  Lompoc;  Charlene  Eberiy. 
Fallbrook,  Howard  Eberiy,  Fallbrook;  Dennis 
Ervin,  Altaville,  Lloyd  McCabe,  Chowchilla; 
Clayton  Oilar,  Cedarville;  Colorado:  Robert 
Turtle,  Eckert.  Connecticut:  Betty  Williams, 
Glastonbury;  Deleware:  William  Dannen- 
hauer,  Dover;  Georgia:  Clyo  Brannen,  At- 
lanta; W.O.(Bill)  Brink.  Atlanta;  Robert 
Brown,  Athens;  H.E.  Clifton,  Swainsboro; 
Fred  W.  Greer,  Jr..  Atlanta,  Lloyd  Herbert 
Harben,  Dawsonville;  J. P.  Henry,  Mineral 
Bluff;  Eleanor  C   Hillsman,  Watkinsville, 
George  A.  Hillsman,  Watkinsville;  Wilbur 
daux;  Gibson  Miller,  lota,  Maryland:  Robed 
J   Beiter,  College  Park;  Lee  Heavner,  Flint- 
stone;  John  Lancaster,  Upper  Marlboro;  Ce- 
cil Massie,  Sr.,  College  Park;  Gene  L. 
Swackhamer,  Baltimore;  Massachusetts: 
Bruce  G.  Brttton,  Seekonk,  Michigan:  0 
Donald  Meaders,  East  Lansing;  Jack  Sand- 
erson, Fremont:  Elton  R.  Smith,  Lansing; 
Robert  Tanfon,  Oeckerville;  Robert  Wohl- 
ford,  Middleville.  Minnesota:  Al  Brudelie. 
Truman;  Michael  Cullen.  Willmar;  Rollin  M 
Dennistoun,  St.  Paul,  Arnold  Flikke,  St, 
Paul;  Charles  Funk,  Motley;  John  Hobert. 
Cannon  Falls:  Richard  L.  Johansen,  St. 
Paul;  Virgil  Knudson,  St.  Paul;  Layton  Pe- 
ters, New  Ulm;  Richard  Schaufler,  LeRoy; 
Verne  Spengier,  Thief  River  Falls;  Russell  V. 
Stansfield.  Minneapolis.  Richard  D.  Wes- 
turn,  Albeit  Lea;  Mississippi:  Howard  Lang- 
fitt,  Jackson;  Charles  F.  Lindley,  Starkville; 
Jimmy  Donald  Orr.  Grenada;  Charles 
Stamps,  Edwards;  Anne  Stamps.  Edwards; 
Missouri:  Lee  J   Cary.  Columbia:  Jesse 
Clonts.  Troy,  Johnnie  Day,  Excello;  Everett 
Forkner,  Richards,  Mary  Hackleman,  Kansas 
City,  G.W.  Hamby.  M1.  Vernon,  Jim  Honey, 
Carthage;  Jim  Howard.  Mount  Vernon; 
Richard  Linhardt,  Columbia;  Lawrence  J 
Mooney,  Kansas  City;  Mary  Nofftz,  Kansas 
City,  Gregg  Salmon,  Albany;  Nebraska:  Al- 
len G.  Blezek,  Lincoln;  Duane  Dunning,  St. 
Paul,  Bob  Jorgenson,  Omaha;  Duane  Liene- 
mann,  Blue  Hill;  Ernest  Martin,  Lamar;  Jac- 
queline Martin,  Lamar;  Vivian  Tvrdy,  Lin- 
coln; Tom  Tvrdy,  Lincoln;  Robert  G.  Volk, 


Johnson.  Bambridge;  W.B.  Land,  Atlanta; 
Charles  Newton  McGee,  Sardis,  W.  Jack 
Moore,  Swainsboro;  Gordon  Sawyer, 
Gainesville.  Hawaii:  Theodore  Kawamura, 
Lahaina;  Idaho:  Forrest  Hymas,  Jerome; 
Perry  L.  Robinson.  Rexburg;  Richard  C 
Waitley.  Meridian;  Illinois:  Walter  Baysin- 
ger,  Streator;  Thomas  J.  Daley,  Orangeville, 
Lester  Finder,  Marenge;  Louis  Hathaway, 
Mohne;  Carol  Heidrick,  Danville;  Harold  Hei- 
drick,  Danville,  Larry  Melhouse.  Avon. 
Maurice  G.  Meyer,  Witt;  William  B 
Schreck,  Springfield;  Richard  Thomas,  Car- 
bondale;  Roger  R.  Yoerger,  Ufbana;  Indi- 
ana: Robert  M   Book,  Indianapolis;  Iowa: 
Jerry  Biermann,  Manchester;  James  R 
Howell.  Mediapolis;  Irvin  Meier.  Dysart:  W 
Wade  Miller,  Ames:  Kansas:  Wiliiam  Able, 
Manhattan;  Betty  Baker,  Kansas  City;  Ken- 
lucky:  Robert  Wayne  Ezell,  Paducah;  James 
L   Hammer   Franklin;  William  Glenn  Furpin 
Richmond;  Korea:  Hae  Kyun  Song,  Suweon; 
Louisiana:  Mary  Lou  Albin,  Bush;  Willis  J. 
Albm,  Bush,  Robert  V.  Arceneaux,  Thibo- 
Omaha,  Nevada:  Jim  Cooney.  Elko,  New 
Jersey:  Hilmer  L   Jones,  Rahway;  Roger  R. 
Locandro,  New  Brunswick;  Grant  Miller, 
Hackettstown,  New  Mexico:  Harold  Matte- 
son,  Las  Cruces;  Dan  Ware.  Las  Cruces; 
North  Carolina:  Gail  Cable.  Durham;  Clyde 
Coates,  Clarkton,  Bessie  Coates.  Clarkton; 
Charles  King,  West  Jefferson,  Ector  Ledbet- 
ter,  Union  Grove;  Bruce  Miller,  Salisbury; 
Ohio:  Gordon  Ray  Clevenger,  Defiance, 
James  E.  Cummins,  Columbus;  Buddy  B. 
Feeser,  Lima;  Roland  Kettler.  Anna;  Beverly 
Kettter,  Anna;  Jerry  Koverman,  Ansonia; 
Oonald  R.  Mercer,  Covington;  L,  H.  New- 
comb,  Columbus;  Bernard  Scott,  Tonto- 
gany;  Richard  L   Tugend.  Jeromesville;  My- 
rene  S   Tugend,  Jeromesville.  Oklahoma: 
Bill  Berkenbile,  Morrison;  Ross  W.  Chit- 
wood,  Sulphur;  Helen  C.  Chitwood,  Sul- 
phur; Ferdie  J.  Oeering,  Oklahoma  City;  J. 
Larry  Every,  Checotah;  Billy  Forgey,  Wells- 
ton,  Katherme  Holman,  Colhnsvitle;  Mary 
Jeffreys,  Bokchito;  Judge  Jeffreys.  Bok- 
chito,  Fred  Orrell,  Binger;  Robert  Taylor, 
Thomas;  Alveta  Taylor.  Thomas.  Oregon: 
William  Jeskey,  Turner;  John  Oades,  Port- 
land; Pennsylvania:  Samuel  M.  Curtis,  Uni- 
versity Park;  Henry  E.  Givler,  Allentown;  Ed- 
ward E.  Heyler,  Westtield,  Gerald  Reichard, 
Waynesboro;  David  D.  Seamans,  State  Col- 
lege, Edgar  P.  Yoder.  University  Park; 
Rhode  Island:  David  F   Shontz,  Peace  Dale; 
South  Dakota:  Clark  W.  Hanson,  Brookings. 
David  G.  Van  Laarhoven,  Wall;  Jim  Woos- 
ter,  Sioux  Falls;  Tenneseee:  Frank  R.  Galli- 
more.  Paris;  James  E.  Byrd,  Murfreesboro; 
William  R.  Walker,  Cleveland;  Texas:  Finus 
Branham.  Lubbock;  Charles  Edwards.  For- 
estburg,  Merle  Hammack,  Ferris;  Raymond 
Holt,  Austin;  Clint  House,  Henrietta,  Chris 
Kountz,  Lubbock;  Lee  Moore,  Canyon;  Wal- 
ter Oncken.  Van  Vleck:  William  Owen. 
Jacksboro;  R,  Keilh  Park.  B3ytown;  LeRoy 
W.  Smith.  San  Antonio;  Ed  Wagoner,  Lul- 
kin;  Jacob  Watson,  Panhandle;  Utah:  Fred 
M.  Chrtstensen,  Garland,  Virginia:  G.L 
McGrady,  Hillsville;  Robert  Sutphin,  Win- 
chester, Washington:  Gary  E.  Mariani.  Ta- 
coma;  Richard  G.  Rightmire,  Ferndale; 
Washington,  D.C.:  Dale  Bumpers,  Wash- 
ington; Nolan  Kegely,  Washington;  Virginia 
Smith,  Washington;  West  Virginia:  Claeius 
M  Canby.  Hedgesville;  Warren  G  Kelly, 
Morgantown;  Max  E.  Park,  Baker;  Wiscon- 
sin: Cail  8enrud,  Hartiand;  Marguerite 
Doyle,  Green  Bay;  Gerald  R.  Matteson. 
River  Falls;  Guy  Ralph,  Prairie  du  Chjen; 
Gaylord  Schroeder,  Hillsboro;  Wyoming: 
James  Wilson,  Glendo 


56th  National  FFA  Convention  Proceedings 


American  Farmer  Degree 

Sponsored  by  Chevrolet  Motor  Division/General 
Motors  Corporation;  Federal  Land  Banks 
throughout  the  United  States;  J  I  Case,  A  Tenneco 
Company;  Pioneer  Hi-Bred  International,  Inc.; 
Production  Credit  Associations  throughout  the 
United  States  and  Na-Churs  Plant  Food  Company. 


The  highest  degree  of  FFA  membership,  the  American  Farmer,  was 
earned  by  730  members  this  year.  The  gold  key  represents  strong  SOE 
programs,  leadership,  and  the  ideals  of  the  Future  Farmers  of  America. 


AK:  Kevin  Lintelman,  Delta  Junction;  Robert 
McMaster,  Palmer;  AL:  Johnny  Pullen, 
Boaz;  Loyd  Alexander,  Moulton;  William 
Ashmore.  Reform;  Barry  Bailey,  Cedar  Bluff; 
Bobby  Bolt.  Delta,  Jeff  Britnell.  Russellville; 
Michael  Chapman,  Newell;  Phillip  Edwards, 
Newell;  Darrell  Fields.  Millport;  Sharon 
Gngsby.  Gardendale;  Russell  Harbison, 
Crane  Hill;  Dale  Hooper,  Crossville;  Stanley 
Jewell,  Rogersville;  James  Johnrjrow,  Ope- 
lika;  David  Johnson,  Auburn;  Mark  Lane, 
Russellville;  Mark  McCurdy.  II,  Ider;  Wesley 
Oliver,  Henagar;  Stanley  Smith,  Crossville; 
Larry  Sowell,  Clopton;  Timothy  Sparkman. 
Scottsboto;  James  Stubbs,  Titus;  William 
White,  Ider;  Spencer  Williamson,  East 
Brewton;  Lavon  Bradley,  Andalusia,  William 
Dalton.  Henagar;  John  Colquitt,  Titus;  AR: 
Donald  Core,  Pans;  Patrick  Collins.  Green 
Forest.  Mary  Christensen.  Hatfield;  Keith 
Blythe,  Boonevilie;  Doug  Williams,  Farming- 
ton;  William  Tipton,  Chidester;  Donnie 
Thornton,  Mammoth  Spring;  Houston  Tay- 
lor, Hatfield;  Ralph  Stockalper,  Elkins; 
Randy  Smith,  Melbourne;  Richard  Ragsdale. 
Mammoth  Spring;  Bryan  Pruitt,  Ozark;  Todd 
Martin.  Camden;  Ted  Huneycutt,  Jr.,  Arka- 
delphia;  Randy  Hubbard,  Marshall:  John 
Howerton.  Rule;  Genna  Hargis,  Magnolia; 
Brent  Fry,  Green  Forest;  James  Dean, 
Marked  Tree;  AZ:  Holly  Wheeler,  Roll;  Je- 
anea  Andriano,  Casa  Grande;  Charles  Deal, 
Chandler;  Scott  Ottersen,  Mesa;  Troy  Stone, 
Gilbert;  Melody  Lawson,  Peoria;  Cynthia 
Van  Meter,  Glendaie;  CA:  Toni  Mastan, 
Paso  Robles;  Daniel  Luster,  Auburn;  Sheila 
Lima,  Fresno;  De  Ann  Hurt,  Los  Olivos; 
Sandra  Williams.  Chowchilla;  Randall 
Weaver.  Sacramento;  Michael  Albiam,  Elk 
Grove;  John  Snyder,  Scotia;  Keith  Heupel, 
Le  Grand;  John  Heess.  Salinas.  James 
Groverman,  Petaluma;  Felicia  Price,  Snelt- 
ing;  Donald  Dyer,  Alpine;  Kevin  Pereira, 
Hollister;  Mark  Outra,  Turlock:  Ernie  Fau- 
sone.  Le  Grand;  Bill  Barcellos.  Dos  Palos; 
Frederick  Allison.  Livermore;  Michele  Wake- 
ham,  Clements;  Gary  Teixeira.  Santa  Maria; 
Tony  Spaletta,  Petaluma;  John  Souza,  Mad- 
era, Catherine  Rollm,  Burrel;  Becky  Ray. 
French  Camp,  Mike  Monteiro,  Tulare;  Jef- 
frey Sanders.  Modesto;  Matt  Nunes. 
Merced:  Mike  Mendes,  Oakdale;  Joey  An- 
drade,  Tulare;  Mark  Teixeira,  Santa  Maria; 
CO:  Curtis  Sniff,  McClave;  Rockie  Ernst, 
Flagler;  Jean  Oickmson,  Maybell;  Albert  Vil- 
lard.  Craig;  Ray  Sagehorn.  Holyoke;  Jack 
Flowers,  Montrose.  Charles  Baker.  Akron, 
CT:  Kevin  Natusch,  Oxford;  Peter  Sonski. 
Somers;  FL:  Brian  Banks,  Parrish;  Judy 
Beauchamp,  Bronson;  Samuel  Bertha.  II, 
Bunnell;  Murray  Bertine,  Dunnellon;  Edward 
Biss.  Jr..  Trenton;  Glenda  Brown,  Sarasota; 
Kenneth  Crews,  Sanderson;  Charles  Duggar, 
Mananna;  Deborah  Goodwin,  Lake  Pana- 
sotfkee;  Judy  Kahelin,  Dover;  James  Knight, 
111.  Okeechobee;  Patrick  Martin,  Haines  City; 
J.  Michael  McGinnis.  Sarasota;  Daniel  Ol- 
son, Clermont;  Terry  Porter,  Plant  City; 
Jimmie  Rogers.  Orlando;  Herman  Sanchez, 
Jr..  Cross  City;  William  Shaw,  Mayo;  0. 
Scott  Stoutamire,  Hosford;  Jed  Weeks. 
Wauchula;  Ear!  Ziebarth,  III,  Pierson;  GA: 
Charles  Hillsman.  Watkinsville;  Steve  Sum- 
ner, Omega;  Gary  Vaughters.  Dawsonville; 
Danny  Wilbanks,  Chatsworth;  Byron  Wilder. 
Pelham;  Mark  Williams.  Bowdon;  Jeff  Win- 
gate.  Doerun;  Terry  Phillips,  Climax;  Ray- 
mond Powell,  Bainbndge;  Caylor  Ouzts, 
Ocklocknee:  Steven  Phillips,  Royston; 
Timmy  Harrell,  Meigs;  William  Harrell,  Jr., 
Whigham;  Jeff  Kelley.  Blairsville;  Alvin  Kick- 
lighter.  Blackshear;  James  LeCroy,  Carnes- 
ville;  Charles  Magill,  Dallas;  Jonathan  Max- 
well, Whigham;  Durwood  McEIvy, 
Whigham;  Hollis  Arline,  Whigham;  Marty 
Brown,  Watkinsville;  Bailey  Courson,  Alma; 
Kaylar  Greer,  Monticello.  Gregory  Hall,  Val- 
dosta.  IA:  Jeffrey  Jeske.  Eidora;  Daniel 
Payne,  Pulaski;  Harold  Lantow,  Fredericks- 
burg; Wade  McFee.  Guthrie  Center;  Oennis 
Price,  Coggon;  Steven  Nelson,  Mediapolis; 
Kevin  Rasmussen,  Goldtield;  Randy  Tomp- 


kins, Marengo:  Kevin  Triggs,  Mount  Ayr; 
Allan  Boge,  Manchester;  Christopher  Edging- 
ton,  St.  Ansgar;  Warren  Engelbart,  Ana- 
mosa;  Robert  Faust,  Stawberry  Point;  Kevin 
Heims,  Dundee;  Michael  Johnson,  Le  Mars, 
Brad  Kay,  Walnut;  Daniel  Keitzer,  Media- 
polis; Tory  Klahsen.  Ackley;  Keith  Knight, 
Stawberry  Point;  Ronnie  Hunt,  Swan;  Jeff 
Langhoff.  Marion:  ID:  Douglas  Gabica, 
Caldwell,  Kevin  Tlucek,  Melba;  Robert 
Ward.  Rexburg;  Shane  Clements,  Rexburg; 
Rodney  Elson.  New  Plymouth;  Jerry  Evers, 
Wendell,  Troy  Wright,  Fruitland;  Mike  Wil- 
der, Eagle:  IL:  Jeff  Zimmerman,  Forrest; 
Kenneth  Hartman,  Waterloo;  David  Altepe- 
ter,  Burlington;  Judy  Boesche,  DeKalb;  Wil- 
liam Deutsch,  Sycamore;  Jeff  Heidrick, 
Danville.  Rodney  Morris,  Champaign;  Kevin 
Erickson,  Altona;  Keith  Erickson,  Altona; 
Richard  Dunn,  Jr.,  Seneca;  Dennis  Ferrell, 
Herod;  Dale  Henrichs.  Onarga;  Charles  Hub- 
bard, Kings;  Rodger  Koehn.  Peotone;  Gre- 
gory Learnard,  Georgetown;  Rosemary  Ma- 
ples, Nokomts;  Gregory  McCallum, 
Mornsonville;  Bart  Miller,  Lincoln,  Mike 
Norman,  Sidell;  Dale  Pyatt.  Pmckneyville; 
Mary  Turnbull.  Griggsville;  Daniel  Schetter, 
Brighton;  Dennis  Uphold,  Clay  City;  Keith 
Weigel,  Golden  Eagle;  Annette  Wolf.  Dixon; 
Michael  Zecher.  Onarga;  Tracy  Jones.  Kirk- 
land.  IN:  Bradley  Gilliland,  Wolcottville;  Rick 
Gingertch,  Kokomo;  Donald  Lawson,  Thorn- 
town;  John  McKinney,  Tipton,  Rick  Moore. 
Otterbein.  Brad  Myers,  Campbellsburg;  John 
Blake,  Earl  Park;  Michael  Cox.  Fowler;  Wil- 
liam Dull.  Thorntown;  Joe  Armstrong, 
Sprmgville;  Brian  Roberts,  Syracuse;  Ronald 
Schroeder,  Mt.  Vernon;  Donald  Sheldon, 
Remington;  Michael  Tatiock,  Crothersville, 
David  Anderson,  Darlington,  Doug  Ander- 
son, Darlington;  John  Crum,  Frankfort;  KS: 
Charles  Atkinson,  Columbus;  Jay  Bohnen- 
blust.  Riley;  Ron  Wineinger,  Marion;  Maur- 
ice Waite.  Scandia;  Mike  Worcester,  Hill 
City;  Kerwin  Mann,  Waterville,  Kevin  Buntm, 
Manhattan;  David  Bindel,  Sabetha;  Dean 
Hug,  Mayetta;  Jack  Cheyney,  Chanute;  Dan- 
iel Bogner,  Galesburg;  Lenny  Burdick.  Sa- 
betha; Ricky  England.  Auburn;  KY:  Steven 
Duvall,  Bowling  Green.  Bart  Davis,  Jr., 
Frankfort;  Wilford  Davenport,  Jr.,  West 
Paducah;  Marvin  Bruner,  Jeffery  Estes, 
Smiths  Grove;  James  Fackler,  Brian  Forsee, 
Owenton:  Joe  Gill.  III.  Allensville;  David 
Hardesty,  Brandenburg;  Perry  Hartley,  Ver- 
sailles; Kenneth  Imel,  Greenup;  George  Ket- 
tenring,  Stamping  Ground;  Bayless  Kilgore, 
Princeton.  Barney  Long,  Richmond;  Wayne 
Long,  Richmond;  Bulord  Lyons,  Stamping 
Ground;  Joseph  McFarland.  Georgetown; 
George  Miles,  Owensboro,  Mark  Miller, 
Waddy;  Donald  Mitchell,  Versailles;  David 
Phillips,  Midway,  Gregory  Ranes,  Slaugh- 
ters; Jeff  Wireman,  Greenup;  LA:  Troy  Bad- 
eaux,  Raceland;  Richard  Caldwell.  Ruston; 
Stan  Jones,  Ruston;  Wade  Richard,  Crow- 
ley. Jimmy  Melancon,  II.  Crowley;  Laney 
Rhymes,  Epps;  Gary  Reeves,  Ragley:  Eddy 
Andrews,  Trout;  Michael  Fairchild,  Church 
Point;  Clint  Albm,  Bush;  Michael  Matthews, 
Clinton;  MD:  Carol  Irvine,  Gaithersburg, 
Robert  Kemp,  Princess  Anne:  Douglas 
Spickler,  Clear  Spring;  Kevin  Dotterer, 
Woodsboro;  Kenneth  Miller,  Jr.,  Damascus: 
Kevin  Smith,  Jefferson;  ME:  Bruce  Buck. 
Mapleton;  Ml:  Teresa  Black,  Henderson; 
David  Claerhout.  Unionville;  James  Con- 
nors, Caledonia;  Darrel  Dhyse,  Kinde;  Alan 
Dickerson,  Britton;  Larry  Finkbeiner,  Cale- 
donia; Pat  Fitzsimmons,  Middleville,  Brian 
Martindale,  Corunna;  Craig  McClintic,  Alma; 
Perry  Storms.  Centreville;  Todd  Young, 
Howard  City;  Paul  Wegmeyer,  Herron;  Paul 
Meyer,  Caledonia;  Tracy  Ross,  St,  Louis, 
MN:  Oale  Wood,  Canyon.  Jonathan  Helvig, 
Truman;  Glen  Eeten,  Pipestone;  Shane  Gib- 
son, Montevideo;  Mark  Horejst,  Albert  Lea, 
Duane  Hendricks.  St.  Louis  Park;  Thomas 
Hook,  Tracy;  Jerome  Karl,  Hutchinson; 
Mark  King,  Ostrander;  Steven  Koziolek, 
Wells;  Vaughn  Langaas,  Greenbush;  Oale 
Mekash,  Greenbush.  Todd  Schneeberger, 


Dalton;  Paul  Schroedl,  Fairfax;  Bryan  Som- 
mer,  Gibbon;  Alan  Steichen,  Ulen;  Dean 
Terning,  Cokato;  James  Amundson,  Ulen; 
Tom  Blackstad,  St.  James;  Terry  Drang- 
stveit,  Goodndge;  James  Soderholm,  Read- 
ing; Stephen  Emery,  Fargo  (ND);  MO:  Ray- 
mond Oumn,  Hale;  Tammy  Richardson, 
Syracuse;  Dennis  Hoethemeier,  Storts  City; 
James  Sappington.  Centralia;  Rhonda 
Scheuten.  Loose  Creek;  Kelley  Schudy,  Nor- 
wood; David  Stoll,  Stanberry;  Kevin 
Stonum,  Lathrop.  Gerald  Weidner,  Tina; 
Dennis  Zerr,  Williamsburg.  Kelly  Baker,  Au- 
rora; Bradley  Bowles,  Bethany;  David  Bur- 
kemper,  Old  Monroe;  Jim  Campbell,  Pierce 
City;  Chris  Daniel,  Greenfield;  John  Elliott. 
Spickard;  Mark  Ensor.  Holliday;  Angela 
Fulp,  Aurora;  Bryan  Garton,  Moundville; 
Dean  Gibson,  Clarksburg,  James  Kerr,  Mex- 
ico; Elmer  McWilliams,  Asbury;  Paul  Par- 
sons. Albany:  Karla  Wheeler,  Osceola; 
James  Pipkin,  Springfield;  MS:  David  Pick- 
ens, Walnut,  Doug  Mitchell.  Corinth;  Ray 
Murray,  Woodland;  Nanci  Mason,  Collins; 
Robert  McCarty,  Tupelo;  Lance  Ladner, 
Poplarville;  Keith  Kelly,  Carthage;  Timothy 
Jones,  Lumberton;  James  Williams.  Varda- 
man;  James  Gibson,  Jr.,  Meridian;  Lowell 
Hinton,  Jr.,  Corinth;  Robin  Robison.  Gun- 
town;  Wallace  Sansmg,  Maben;  Jay  Swin- 
dle. Mize:  Alan  Bolen,  Batesville;  John  Blan- 
ton,  Coldwater;  Jody  Jerome  Collier, 
Nettleton;  MT:  Reeves  Brown,  Lewistown; 
Lyie  Hodgskiss,  Choteau;  Cameron  Karst, 
Fairview;  Laura  Mitchell,  Livingston;  Dennis 
Wagner,  Baker;  NC:  Karyn  Williams,  Win- 
ston Salem;  Daniel  Matthews,  Godwin; 
David  Scotton,  Liberty;  Jacob  Godwin,  Jr., 
Newport;  Clyde  Griffin,  Marshall;  Randall 
Harper.  Pink  Hill;  Len  Hege,  Lexington;  Wil- 
liam Maness,  Asheboro;  David  Burbage, 
Jr..  Pinetown;  Dan  Croom,  Seven  Springs; 
William  Draughon.  III.  Fayetteville;  William 
Dutton,  Longwood;  Jeffery  Buckner,  Mars 
Hill;  Btaney  Blizzard,  Deep  Run;  Tim  Pan- 
nell,  Sylva;  Glenn  Parker,  Clinton;  Bruce 
Pleasant,  Prospect  Hill;  Douglas  Pope,  Ce- 
dar Grove;  Kenneth  Poplin,  New  London;  L. 
Tracy  Price,  Seven  Springs;  Terry  Aldridge, 
Yanceyville;  James  Smith,  Marshville;  Al- 
ston Spruill,  Jr  ,  Oriental;  Rodney  York, 
Liberty;  Anne  Radintz,  Statesville;  Kenneth 
Rogers,  Denton,  Wayne  Saintsing,  Thomas- 
ville;  Bonnie  Barwick,  Seven  Springs;  ND: 
Doran  Wegner,  Jamestown.  Scott  Kippen, 
Willow  City.  Thad  Shively,  Pleasant  Lake; 
Steve  Jorgenson,  Lisbon;  Doug  Rotenber- 
ger,  Lisbon,  Leslie  Simons,  Walhalla;  Sonia 
Vcutek,  Daniel  Braaten,  Kindred;  Jimmy 
Hall,  Bottineau,  Kevin  Nelson.  Mandan;  NE: 
Kurt  Bernhardt.  Champion;  Patrick  Costello, 
Lincoln:  Ronald  Geis,  Seward;  James  Got- 
schall,  Atkinson;  Todd  Knobel.  Fairbury; 
Ross  Knott,  Sargent;  Greg  Krieser,  Eagle; 
T.J.  Martin.  Lamar;  Penny  Stalnaker.  Chap- 
pell;  Daniel  Tvrdy,  Lincoln;  Douglas  Yost. 
Scotlsblutt;  NH:  Mark  Messenger,  Roches- 
ter; NJ:  Robert  Hartung,  Belvidere;  John 
Specca,  Mt.  Holly;  Dean  Fackler,  Elmer; 
Robert  Wainwright,  Bordentown;  NM:  Philip 
Townsend,  Rosweli;  Randy  Worley.  Por- 
tales;  Charles  Townsend,  Rosweli;  Jeff 
Witte,  Rowe,  Nathan  Notah,  Tohatchi;  Bill 
Caraway,  Clovis;  Chantell  Davis,  Melrose; 
NV:  Jeff  Wright,  Hiko;  Christopher  Johnson. 
Elko;  Carol  Lynn  Duval,  Wells;  NY:  Keith 
Ploetz,  Sprmgville;  David  Shults,  Canajo- 
harie;  Kim  Smith,  West  Winlield;  Eugene 
VanOpdorp,  Clifton  Springs.  Scott  Wallace. 
Clymer;  Wayne  Snyder,  Delhi;  Clinton 
Brooks,  Homer;  Paul  Griswold,  Preble;  Paul 
Stang,  Perrysburg;  James  Ooan,  Hamlin; 
Thomas  Marshall,  Jr.,  Munnsville;  OH: 
Brian  Bachman,  Carroll;  James  Tugend. 
Jeromesville;  Sue  Vinson-Davis,  Carroll; 
John  Oennis,  Wauseon;  Jeffrey  Didier,  Ver- 
sailles; Lorri  Dutton,  Marion,  Tim  Everett. 
Sidney;  Steven  Gerten,  Prospect;  Sonja 
Heimberger,  Perrysville;  Mark  Henry,  West 
Liberty;  Donald  Hilt.  Gibsonburg;  Alan 
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Hughes,  Edison;  Jeff  Mennell,  Litchfield, 
Brent  McClish,  Washington;  Lynn  Miller, 
Raymond;  Steve  Richer,  Wauseon;  Mark 
Runyan,  Urbana;  Charles  Shininger.  Delta; 
Phiihp  Wenig,  Bowling  Green;  Mike  Wol- 
ford,  Stoutsville;  Douglas  Yackee.  Wauseon; 
Edward  Zimmerman,  III,  Radnor;  Allen 
Armstrong.  South  Charleston;  Leroy  Bill- 
man.  Ostrander;  Bill  Boss.  Burbank;  Gary 
Brill,  West  Mansfield:  Scott  Carle.  East 
Rochester;  Floyd  Carlyle.  Caledonia;  William 
Carpenter,  Barnesville;  Richard  Montgom- 
ery. Newton  Falls;  Tamara  Wood.  Marion; 
Stephanie  Gehman,  Louisville;  OK:  James 
Herbel,  Hooker;  Paul  Jackson,  Ringling; 
William  James.  Pond  Creek;  William  Man- 
well,  Jones.  Kent  Miller,  Arapaho;  William 
Moreau,  Altus;  Brett  Morns,  Ninnekah;  Troy 
Morris,  Balko;  Tracy  Mustek,  Sentinel;  Kurt 
Stauffer,  Alva;  Steven  Sebo,  Spiro;  Jeffrey 
Lawler.  Comanche;  Vmce  McGolden.  Fair- 
view;  Dennis  Themer,  Kingfisher;  Robert 
Chitwood.  Sulphur;  R.  Lyndon  Taylor, 
Thomas;  Brian  Campbell,  Checotah;  Ricky 
Bryan,  Broken  Arrow;  Mark  Burrell,  Fair- 
view;  Tracy  Dorl,  Newkirk;  Mark  Oubben. 
Alva;  Larry  Ferguson,  Randlett;  Steven  Rte, 
Witlow;  Freddie  Harden.  Hammon.  Edward 
Gelnar,  Mangum;  Celo  Harrel,  Leedey;  Steve 
Politte.  Claremore;  Doug  Rhodes,  Alva; 
Mike  Switzer,  Leedey;  OB:  Charles  War- 
nock,  Imnaha;  Richard  Wolf,  Woodburn; 
Frank  Smith,  Milwaukie;  Laune  Sherman, 
Canby;  Kevin  Neal,,  Losbne;  Jerry  Zistek  - 
Culver:  Ramonda  Atvarado,  Elklon,  Dwight 
Coon,  Shedd;  Todd  Dinkel,  Culver;  PA:  Alan 
Waybnght,  Gettysburg;  Glenn  Shenk.  Ill,  Li- 
titz;  Dean  Jackson,  Columbia  Cross  Roads: 
Gerald  Reichard,  Waynesboro:  David  Don- 
aldson, Gettysburg.  Barry  Keller.  East  Ber- 
lin; Steven  Ackley.  Westfiefd;  Barbara 
Marks,  Airville;  R.  Steven  Kauffman,  Eliza- 
bethtown;  David  Trotter.  Enon  Valley;  Sam- 
uel Coover,  Mechanicsburg;  Randall  Yost, 
Carlisle;  Stephen  Galizia,  New  Castle:  Ron- 
ald Good,  Stevens;  B.  Robert  Kreider.  Ann- 
ville;  Glenn  Wenger.  Myerstown;  David  Hol- 
zhauer.  Holtwood;  Thomas  Kirk,  Honey 
Brook;  Jeffrey  Cams,  Clearfield:  Gary  Nay- 
lor,  Biglerville;  PR:  Juan  Perez.  San  Sebas- 
tian; Rl:  Robert  OeRouin,  Pawtucket;  Donna 
Hammond,  N.  Scituate;  SC:  Christopher 
Creamer,  Anderson;  Darrell  Ricketts.  Abbe- 
ville; Samuel  Sarvis.  II.  Loris;  Henry  Cox, 
Lons;  Tommy  Swartz,  Wagener;  SO:  Steven 
Masat,  Redfield;  Brian  Thielsen,  Flandreau; 
Wesley  Bingham,  Gary;  Roger  Neth,  Scot- 
land; Gary  Lamb,  Vienna;  Allen  Merrill.  Par- 
ker; Casey  Fortune.  Cottonwood.  TN:  Randy 
Wade,  Martin:  William  Smith,  Arthur;  Philip 
Sellers.  Columbia;  Oennis  Montooth,  Sweet- 
water; Leslie  Newman,  Benton;  Billy  Rhody, 
Smithville;  Gary  Roberts,  Sparta;  Robert 
Scarlett,  New  Market;  Avery  Seal,  Mc- 
Minnville;  Trent  Miles,  Burlison;  Chris  Ma- 
son. Rock  Island;  Francis  Maddux,  II, 
Spring  City;  Randle  Kyker,  III,  Sevierville; 
Carlton  Jones,  McMmnville;  J.C.  Holt,  Jr., 
Mt.  Pleasant;  Tracy  Hinton,  Portland;  T. 
Keith  Harrison,  Alexandria;  Anthony  Francis, 
Woodbury:  Philip  Duncan.  Decerd:  Marion 
Crutcher,  Thompson  station.  Donnie  Chris- 
tian, McMinnville;  Rodney  Carmichael,  Rice- 
ville;  Barry  Rogers,  New  Market;  Elizabeth 
Hurt,  Halls;  Stanley  Word,  Lebanon;  TX: 
Sharon  Aldrete.  Wichita  Falls;  John  Arnold, 
Commerce;  Brad  Bass,  Winnsboro;  Stephen 
Black,  Fairfield;  Randall  Brockman,  Blue 
Ridge;  Randall  Cervenka,  Riesel;  James 
Cobb,  Lubbock;  John  Cole,  Hurtfeville; 
Laura  Bradford.  Saltillo;  Scott  Barefoot, 
Shamrock;  David  Crawford.  Scurry;  Denise 
Davis,  Boston;  Kevin  Dyes,  Nacogdoches; 
Vernon  Engeike,  Kingsbury;  Barry  Eddie- 
man,  Ranger:  Jay  Faktor.  Poth;  George 
Fink.  Cost;  Troy  Floerke,  Taft;  David  Flores, 
Raymondville;  Robert  Forester,  LaRue:  Alan 
Freeman,  Loop;  Michael  Gallaway,  Somer- 
set; Letty  Garza,  Mission;  Tern  Gill,  Miami, 
Mike  Graham,  Pampa:  J   Kelley  Green. 
McAllen;  Eric  Heinnch.  Slaton:  Randall  Her- 
zog.  Seguin;  Tammy  Hilbrich,  Westhoff; 
Marshall  Horn.  Cleburne:  Kathryn  Ishee,  Ea- 
gle Lake;  Connie  Janacek,  Schulenburg; 
Stanley  Jasik,  Pleasanton;  Harold  Kalicb, 
Schulenburg;  Bennie  Edwards.  O'Donnell; 
Stanley  Kelley,  Cuero;  Jimmie  Kolodziej. 
Falls  City;  John  Glen  Lanier,  Somerset; 
Thomas  McDowra.  Pattonville;  Johnny  Mar- 
tinez, Katy;  Alan  Meier,  Darrouzett;  Tracy 
Meadows.  Weathertord.  Ouane  Miller. 
Scurry;  Roger  Miller,  Booker;  Darryl  Mulle- 
mx,  Goliad;  Richard  Palmer.  LaRue;  Dwayne 
Pavelock,  lola;  Curtis  Peizei.  Miles;  Lindley 
Carter,  Seymour;  Kenneth  Poehls,  Needville; 
George  Puckett,  Huntsville;  Kay  Richards, 
Abilene,  Sally  Roane,  Campbellton;  Randall 
Scott.  Goliad;  Gregory  Shirley.  Cleveland; 
Michael  Stevens.  Gainesville;  David  Stratta, 
Hearne;  Ricky  Sutton.  Gatesville;  Robert 
Swize.  Brookshire;  Herman  Synalschk.  An- 
ton; Watt  Taggart,  Temple;  Carl  Teer, 
Como;  John  Traweek,  Stephenville;  Hank 
Troppy.  Raymondville;  Billy  Turberville.  Ed- 


couch;  Doug  Ullrich,  jr.,  Burton;  John  Val- 
enta,  Georgetown;  Johnny  Vargas.  Waelder; 
Damon  Ward.  Bogata;  Oebbie  Wellmann. 
Washington;  James  Wilde,  San  Angelo; 
Richard  Williams,  Seagraves;  William 
Woody.  Jr..  Lorena;  Cheryl  Wright,  Goldth- 
waite;  Eric  Mabe,  Cumby;  Johnny  Mc- 
Caghren.  Cisco;  Robert  Madsen,  Mineola; 
Richard  Miller,  Garwood;  Barry  Whitehead. 
Dublin;  UT:  Kevin  Cummings.  Fillmore;  My- 
ron Casdorph,  Layton,  Keith  Jensen,  Cen- 
lertield;  Jeffery  Koyle,  Richfield:  Janet  Ben- 
nion,  Vemon;  R.  Brent  Hales,  Ogden;  Scott 
Gumey.  Aurora;  VA:  Thomas  Tabor.  Hills* 
vilie;  George  Bowers.  Dane  Dalton  Camp- 
bell, Mechanicsville;  Kenneth  Curtis,  Spot- 
sylvania; Francis  Hams.  Ill,  Hanover; 
Samuel  Kirby.  Mechanicsville;  Ashley 
Myers.  Keysville;  William  Satterwhile,  Beav- 
erdam;  Richard  Paul,  Mechanicsville;  Wil- 
liam Snoots,  Nokesville;  John  Shitlett.  War- 
renton;  John  See,  Cnders;  John  Rogers. 
Halifax;  Robbie  Reeves,  Mt.  Solon;  David 
Reeves,  Red  House;  William  Park,  Skipwith; 
Wallace  Monroe,  Nokesville,  Joseph  Min- 
nick,  IV,  TimberviHe;  John  Luttrell,  Kilmar- 
nock; VA:  David  Hughes,  TimberviHe;  VA: 
Samuel  Heizer,  Jr .  Middlebrook;  Allen 
Heishman.  Mt.  Jackson,  Kenneth  Dalton. 
Meadows  of  Dan;  Keith  Crowgey,  Wythe- 
ville;  James  Bennett,  Red  House;  Bobby 
Beamer.  Fancy  Gap;  Kent  Armentrout.  Har- 
risonburg; VT:  Ben  Oykema,  N.  Ferrisburg; 
Robert  Judd,  Jr..  North  Troy;  Charles  Pur- 
ner,  Montgomery  Ctr ,  WA:  Kyle  Shinn, 
Grandview:  Jeff  Alden,  Roy;  Brent  Haber- 
man,  Ellensburg;  Harvey  Hamilton,  Oakville; 
David  Hauge,  Satsop;  Jeff  Roesler,  Startup; 
Monte  Spence.  Clarkston;  Lisa  Yarbro, 
Moses  Lake;  Al  Zepp,  Elma;  Neil  Kerr.  Ea- 
tonville;  Tami  Gage,  Tonasket,  James  Ja- 
merson,  Sumner;  Jeffery  Thompson,  Van- 
couver: Ted  Tschirky,  Mesa,  Jim  Morford, 
Wapato;  Wl:  Gary  Barman.  Sun  Praire;  Mi- 
chael Berger,  Elk  Mound;  Colleen  Brooks. 
Omro;  Joe  Brusa.  Delavan:  Nancy  Chek- 
ouras,  Green  Bay,  Dale  Orinsinger,  Granton; 
Wendy  Fust,  Wausau;  Emil  Giese,  Alma 
Center;  Jeff  Heeg,  Marshfield;  Kent  Klitz- 
man,  Brooklyn;  Steven  Leiterman.  DePere; 
Todd  Luepke,  Bonduel;  Greg  Lund.  Brod- 
head;  Jerry  Mau,  South  Wayne;  Darlene 
Maurer.  Madison;  Linda  May,  Oneida; 
Thomas  Otis,  Hortonville;  Edward  Orze- 
chowski,  Thorp;  Thomas  Pfaff,  Melrose; 
Dean  Porter,  Fennimore;  Jan  Radcliffe.  Mm- 
doro;  Keith  Ripp,  Lodi;  DaWayne  Schreiber, 
Abbotsford;  James  Schumacher,  Fall  Creek; 
Mark  Signer,  Monroe;  James  Stensen.  Au- 
gusta; John  Towner,  Trempealeau;  Roger 
Vogel,  Monroe;  Rick  Geske.  Ettrick;  Jeffrey 
Palmer,  Madison;  Jerry  Sigg.  Mineral  Point; 
Nathan  Wolosek,  Wisconsin  Rapids;  WV:  C. 
Mark  Bailey.  Cox's  Mills;  Lori  Bane  Tabb, 
Summit  Point;  Stephen  Butler.  Buckhannob; 
Steven  Ellyson,  Cox's  Mills;  Daniel  Fogle- 
song,  Gallipolis  Ferry;  Lawrence  Moore. 
Frametown;  Randall  Peggs,  Cox's  Mills, 
Robert  Raines,  Sandyville;  Chris  Rapp,  Fair- 
lea;  WY:  Tom  Hiser,  Saratoga;  John  Keller, 
Encampment;  George  Etchemendy,  Lost 
Springs;  Wayne  Wilson.  Alva 
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Agricultural  Proficiency  Awards 


There  are  22  different  proficiency  award  areas.  They  vary  from  production 
agriculture  and  outdoor  recreation  to  sales/service  and  processing.  Of  the 
applications  received.  4  regional  winners  in  each  award  area  compete  for 
the  national  title  in  their  area.  Each  national  winner  receives  a  cash 
award,  a  plaque,  and  an  all  expense  paid  European  travel  seminar. 


Agricultural  Electrification 
Sponsored  by  National 
Food  and  Energy 
Council,  Inc.  of 
Columbia,  Missouri; 
Winpower  Corporation  of 
Newton,  Iowa;  and  Klein 
Tools,  Inc.  of  Chicago, 
Illinois. 

Central— Brian  Jones.  Sheridan.  Indiana 
Eastern — Tony  Smith,  Milford  Center.  Otiio 
Southern — David  Moss,  ReadyviHe,  Tennes- 


Agricultural  Mechanics 
Sponsored  by 
International  Harvester 
Company  of  Chicago, 
Illinois. 

Central— Timothy  Price,  Bloomington,  WIs- 

Eastern— Kirk  Palmer,  Earlville,  New  York 

Southern— Michael  Swilley,  Cantonment. 

Florida 

Western-^John  Sousa,  Jr..  Madera,  Califor- 

Agricultural  Processing 
Sponsored  by  Cargill 
Foundation  of 
Minneapolis,  Minnesota. 

Central— Berton  Strayer,  Hudson,  Iowa 

Eastern-H.  Lee  McCartney,  Hanoverton, 

Ohio 

Southern — Steve  Harris.  Martin,  Tennessee 

Western — Lyndell  Fishback,  Spring,  Texas 

Agricultural  Sales  and/or 
Service 

Sponsored  by  Allis- 
Chalmers  Corporation  of 
Minneapolis,  Minnesota. 

Central— Scott  Robinson,  Eskridge,  Kansas 
Eastern — Tracy  Sloan  Hitchner,  Bridgeton, 
New  Jersey 
Southern — Rita  Pate.  Chiptey,  Florida 


Beef  Production 
Sponsored  by  Nasco 
International,  Inc.  of  Fort 
Atkinson,  Wisconsin  and 
Sperry  New  Holland  of 
New  Holland, 
Pennsylvania. 

Central — Scott  Vathauer,  Barnes,  Kansas 
Eastern— Leroy  Billman,  Ostrander.  Ohio 
Southern — John  Cloar,  Dyersburg,  Tennes- 

Western— Keraid  Searcey,  Gould,  Oklahoma 

Crop  Production 
Sponsored  by  Massey- 
Ferguson  of  Des  Moines, 
Iowa. 

Central— Michael  Arends,  Willmar.  Minne- 
sota 

Eastern^Joan  Shawhan,  South  Charleston, 
Ohio 

Southern — James  Tunneil,  Rogersville,  Ten- 
Western— Brent  Stoker,  Burley,  Idaho 

Dairy  Production 

Sponsored  by  AVCO 
New  Idea  of  Coldwater, 
Ohio;  The  DeLaval 
Agricultural  Division  of 
Alfa-Laval,  Inc.  of 
Kansas  City,  Missouri; 
and  American  Breeders 
Service  of  DeForest, 
Wisconsin. 


Southern — Billy  Moore,  Cleveland,  Tennes- 
Western— Steve  Nunley,  Marlow,  Oklahoma 


Diversified  Livestock 
Production 
Sponsored  by  A.  O. 
Smith  Harvestore 
Products,  Inc.  of 
Arlington  Heights, 
Illinois  and  Wayne  Feeds 
Division/Continental 
Grain  Company  of 
Chicago,  Illinois. 

Central — Dan  Fenricii.  Evansville,  Wisconsin 
Eastern — Keith  May.  Bergton,  Virginia 


Floriculture 

Sponsored  by  The  Lerio 
Corporation  of  Mobile, 
Alabama;  Nursery 
Supplies,  Inc.  of  Tustin, 
California,  The  Paul  Ecke 
Poinsettia  Ranch  of 
Encinitas,  California,  and 
the  General  Fund  of  the 
National  FFA  Foundation 
Sponsoring  Committee, 
Inc.  of  Madison, 
Wisconsin. 

Central— Miriam  May.  Oneida,  Wisconsin 


Southern — Stephanie  Taylor,  Cleveland, 

Tennessee 

Westem^Jane  Martinez,  Katy,  Texas 
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Fish  and  Wildlife 
Management 

Sponsored  by  Philip 
Morris  Incorporated  of 
New  York,  New  York. 

Central — Darin  Smithson,  Farina,  Illinois 
Eastern — Craig  Dunaway,  Weems.  Virginia 
Southern— Owen  McCall,  Jr. ,  Mayo,  Florida 
Western — Chris  Staudt.  Lamesa,  Texas 

Forest  Management 
Sponsored  by 
Weyerhaeuser  Company 
Foundation  of  Tacoma, 
Washington. 

Central— Rick  Meyer,  Kendallville,  Indiana 
Eastern — Donald  Flood,  Dillwyn,  Virginia 
Southern— Daniel  Bond.  Perkinston.  Missis- 
sippi 
Western — Jim  Williams.  Elma,  Washington 

Fruit  and/or  Vegetable 
Production 

Sponsored  by  Briggs  & 
Stratton  Corporation 
Foundation,  Inc.  of 
Milwaukee,  Wisconsin. 

Central— Bradley  Wood.  Reelsville,  Indiana 
Eastern — Robert  Grantham,  Jr.,  Goldsboro. 
North  Carolina 

Southern — Kevin  Trail.  Morrison,  Tennessee 
Western— Dean  McKay.  St.  Paul,  Oregon 

Home  and/or  Farmstead 
Improvement 
Sponsored  by  Upjohn, 
TUCO,  Asgrow  and 
Cobb,  Agricultural 
Division  of  The  Upjohn 
Company  of  Kalamazoo, 
Michigan. 

Central— Watt  Wineinger,  Marion,  Kansas 
Eastern — William  Allen,  III,  Jefferson, 
Maryland 

Southern — Barry  Watts.  Murfreesboro,  Ten- 
Western — Oan  Schmunk,  Eaton.  Colorado 

Horse  Proficiency 
Sponsored  by  The 
American  Quarter  Horse 
Association  of  Amarrllo, 
Texas. 

Central— Annique  Cohen,  Madison,  Wiscon- 
Eastern— Mark  Snider.  Liberty,  North  Caro- 


Western — Lonnie  Scott,  Halleck,  Nevada 

Nursery  Operations 
Sponsored  by 
Weyerhaeuser  Company 
Foundation  of  Tacoma, 
Washington. 

Central — Lynn  Granby,  Verona,  Illinois 

Eastern — Rudiger  Baumgaertel,  Albany, 

Ohio 

Southern — Mell  Price,  Northport,  Alabama 

Western— Melissa  Sherman.  Fallbrook.  Cafi- 

Outdoor  Recreation 

Sponsored  by  the 
General  Fund  of  the 
National  FFA  Foundation 
Sponsoring  Committee, 
Inc.,  of  Madison, 
Wisconsin. 

Central-^Jay  Tescher,  Beach,  North  Dakota 

Eastern — Aaron  Lehman,  Newport,  North 

Carolina 

Southern— Michael  Alexander,  Woodbury, 

Tennessee 

Western — Joe  Cronk,  Cody,  Wyoming 
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Placement  in  Agricultural 
Production 

Sponsored  by  Hesston 
Corporation  of  Hesston, 
Kansas  and  The  Shell 
Companies  Foundation, 
Inc.  of  Houston,  Texas. 


Poultry  Production 

Sponsored  by  Kentucky 
Fried  Chicken  of 
Oklahoma;  Red  Brand 
fence/made  by  Keystone 
Steel  &  Wire  Company  of 
Peoria,  Illinois,  and  the 
General  Fund  of  the 
National  FFA  Foundation 
of  Madison,  Wisconsin. 

Central — Scott  Foss.  Maddock.  North  Da- 

Eastem — Carlton  Grady,  Albertson,  North 
Carolina 

Southern— Keith  McCaghren,  Danville,  Ala- 
Western — Jon  Thompson,  Milburn,  Okla- 

Sheep  Production 
Sponsored  by  Carnation 
Company — Milling 
Division  of  Los  Angeles, 
California  and  American 
Sheep  Producers 
Council,  Inc./Sheep 
Industry  Development 
Program,  Inc.  of  Denver, 
Colorado. 

Central — Bryan  Hoffman,  Danvers,  Illinois 
Eastern — Irvin  Armentrout.  Harrisonburg, 

Southern — David  Hays,  Fayetteville,  Arkan- 

Western— Robert  Arndt,  Buffalo,  Wyoming 

Soil  and  Water 
Management 

Sponsored  by  Ford 
Motor  Company  Fund  of 
Troy,  Michigan. 

Central — Kevin  Wetzel,  Waterville,  Minne- 
sota 

Eastern— Brian  Thomas,  Kenton,  Ohio 
Southern — Britt  Parker,  Perkinston.  Missis- 
sippi 
Western — Owen  Lyles,  Lakewood,  New 


Swine  Production 
Sponsored  by  Pfizer  Inc. 
of  New  York,  New  York. 

Central— Mike  Westnch,  Burtrum.  Minne- 

Eastern — Paula  Watson,  Seven  Springs, 

North  Carolina 

Southern— Thomas  Rimmer,  Cedar  Grove, 


Turf  and  Landscape 
Management 
Sponsored  by  O.  M. 
Scott  &  Sons  of 
Marysville,  Ohio. 

Central — Randall  Hahn,  St.  Louis,  Michigan 

Eastern — Gordon  Massengill,  Four  Oaks. 

North  Carolina 

Southern— Srian  Fulkmart,  Jacksonville, 

Florida 

Western — Arnold  Deaguero,  Santa  Fe,  New 

Mexico 


Stars  Over  America 


Awards  provided  by 
Executive  Sponsors  of 
the  FFA  Foundation. 

Audio-visuals  sponsored 
by  Levi  Strauss  & 
Company. 


The  Star  Farmer  and  Star  Agribu 
America  awards  are  the  highest  honors  for  the 
FFA  members  in  production  agnclture  and 
agribusiness.  The  competition  is  tough,  cho- 


Central  Region  Star  Farmer — T.  J.  Martin, 
Lamar,  Nebraska 

Star  Farmer  of  America — James  TugenrJ, 
Jeromesville,  Ohio 

Southern  Region  Star  Farmer — Charles 
Hillsman,  Watkinsville,  Georgia 
Western  Region  Star  Farmer — Robert  Chit- 
wood,  Sulphur.  Oklahoma 


Central  Region  Star  Agribusinessman — Jeff 

Heidrick,  Danville,  Illinois 

Eastern  Region  Star  Agribusinessman — 

Glenn  Wenger.  Myerstown,  Pennsylvania 

Star  Agribusinessman  of  America- -Clint 

Albin,  Bush  Louisiana 

Western  Region  Star  Agribusinessman — R. 

Lyndon  Taylor,  Thomas,  Oklahoma 


NATIONAL  CONTESTS 


Agricultural  Mechanics 
Contest 

Sponsored  by  The 
Firestone  Tire  &  Rubber 
Co. 

First  Place  Team— Adame,  Minnesota:  Larry 
Oudeklrk,  Olds  Gerber,  Dennis  Vogt 
High  Individual— Larry  Oudeklrk,  Adams, 
Minnesota 

Dairy  Cattle  Contest 
Sponsored  by 
Associated  Milk 
Producers,  Inc. 

First  Place  Team-Cleveland,  Tennessee:  Glenn 
Catfee,  Kelvin  Bishop,  AWIn  Bishop 
High  Individual-Jeff  Sa,  Tulare,  California 

Farm  Business 
Management  Contest 

Sponsored  by  John 
Deere. 

First  Place  Team— Osage,  Iowa:  Mike  Heln,  Dave 
Norby,  Scott  Pringnltz 
High  Individual— Troy  Nelson,  Gilmer,  Texas 


Floriculture  Contest 
Sponsored  by  the 
General  Fund  of  the 
National  FFA 
Foundation,  Inc. 

First  Place  Team   Portland,  Oregon:  Clndl 
Smith,  David  Uphofl,  Laura  Evftt 
High  IndMdnal-Stephanle  O'Haw,  Spokane, 
Washington 

Livestock  Contest 
Sponsored  by  Ralston 
Purina  Company. 

First  Place  Team—  Chatsworth,  Illinois:  Brett 

Bayston,  Don  Rich,  Keith  Wllken 

High  liKUvtdual-Miko  Craven,  Stel,  Missouri 

Meats  Contest 
Sponsored  by  Farmland 
Foods,  Inc.,  Geo.  A. 
Hormel  &  Co.,  Jones 
Dairy  Farm,  Oscar  Mayer 
&Co. 

First  Place  Team— Hanford,  California:  Kathleen 

Loya,  Jeff  Toll,  Ryan  Champlln 

High  Individual-Damon  Sandlln,  Wllllston, 

Florida 
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Milk  Quality  and  Dairy 
Foods  Contest 
Sponsored  by  Mid- 
America  Dairymen,  Inc., 
Patz  Company. 

First  Place  Team— Hanford,  California:  Gjna 
Glacomazzi,  Tracy  Floras,  Robin  Frye 
High  Individual— Joseph  Richardson,  Licking, 
Missouri 

Nursery/Landscape 
Contest 

Sponsored  by  American 
Association  of 
Nurserymen,  Wholesale 
Nursery  Growers  of 
America,  Amfac  Garden 
Products,  Inc.,  Kubota 
Tractor  Corporation. 

First  Place  Team-Atlanta,  Georgia:  Allen 

Darden,  Lisa  Neldert,  John  Hatfield 

High  Individual— Jane  Praska,  Cresco,  Iowa 


Poultry  Contest 
Sponsored  by  Hubbard 
Farms,  Victor  F.  Weaver, 
Inc. 

First  Place  Team— Springdale,  Arkansas:  Patty 

Sttth,  Marina  Roles,  Wendy  Fultz 

High  IndhrMual-Wendy  Fultz,  Springdale, 

Arkansas 


56th  National  FFA  Convention  Proceedings 


National  FFA  Talent 


Sponsored  by  Who's  Who  Among  American 

High  School  Students  and  the  FFA  Foundation  General  Fund. 


The  National  FFA  Talent,  directed  by  Don  Erickson,  Makoti.  North  Dakota, 
provided  just  that,  a  variety  of  talent  for  the  convention. 


Arkansas: 

Hatfield;  Danny  Fields 

New  York: 

California: 

Nevada   Union;    Lam    Faulkner;   Wendy 
Espino 

North  Dakota: 

Colorado: 

Windosr;  Randall  Propp 

Florida: 

Plant   City;    Stephanie    Parker,    Shaylla 
Wetherington 

Ohio: 

Kansas: 

Manhattan;  Steve  Riley 

Oklahoma: 

Indiana: 

Monrovia;  John  Schmaltz,  James  Schmaltz 

South  Dakota: 

Northfield:  Mike  Lauer,  Felicia  Terrel,  Todd 

Tennessee: 

Michigan: 
Missouri: 
Nebraska: 


Keffaber,  Amy  Squires,  Mikki  Gidley,  Tim 

Keffaber,  Ton!  Miller,  Ronda  Tucker,  Carla 

Yocum 

Montevideo:    Jeff    Williamson,    Tlmm 

Sachariason,    Wade    Tongen,    Steve 

Weckwerth,  Wyatt  Weckworth 

Montgomery;  Gary  Korbel 

Alpen;  RonetteLosinskl 

Republic;  Kevin  Dunn 

Ord;    Lynette   Staab,    Andy    Bredthauer, 

Jeanine  Staab,  Frank  Andreesen,  Scott 

Vancura,  Jay  Knapp 


Hampshire:         Clicking  Clan;  Richard  Cote 


Wisconsin: 
Delaware: 
Colorado: 


John  Browne;  Lolly  Grodner 

Fargo;  Theresa  Harmon 

Wyndmere;  Edmund  Georger,  Carl  Wltten- 

burg,  Cory  Flute 

John  Glenn;  Brad  Morrison 

Benjamin  Logan;  Debbie  Wiley 

Morrison;  Frank  Lynn 

Elkton;  Charles  Davis,  Chuck  Luze 

Hohenwald;  Brian  Peery 

Chester  Co.;  Jimmy  Melton 

Elgin;  Sherry  Rogers,  Vicki  Rogers,  Jordon 

Goehring,  Paula  Station,  Leslie  Hudson, 

Elizabeth  Chambers,  Kati  Martin 

East  Chambers;  Ken  Lege 

Moorefield;  Billy  Keplinger,  Eddie  Kepi- 

inger,  William  E.  Keplinger,  Jr.,  Connie 

Keplinger 

Belleville;  Angela  Corbin 

River  Falls;  Lisa  Brusky 

Caesar  Rodney;  Angel  Breakie, 

Heidi  Mazzi 

IdaLia;  Ken  Sharps 


National  FFA  Alumni 


New  National  Alumni 
President 

Kenneth  G.  Searing,  Denmark,  Wisconsin 


Byron  F.  Rawls 


Byron  F  Rawls  is  a  man  who  has  shaped  the 
lives  of  hundreds  ol  thousands  ol  young  men 
and  women  all  over  the  country.  Weather  he 
was  teaching  vocational  agriculture  in  Ala- 
bama or  serving  in  the  FFA's  highest  office, 
Rawls  always  left  those  around  him  with  a 
positive  feeling  about  themselves  and  an  ex- 
citement about  vocational  agriculture  and  the 
FFA. 

3orn  in  Florida  and  reared  in  Alabama,  he  was 
first  associated  with  the  FFA  as  a  member  of 
the  Pleasant  Home  FFA  Chapter  in  Andalusia. 
Alabama  ■  "When  my  vo-ag  teacher  laid  his 
hand  on  my  shoulder,  I  was  20  feet  tall," 
Rawls  said.  FFA  was  "the  inspiration  for  me 
to  pursue  a  protessional  career." 
After  high  school.  Rawls  attended  Auburn  Uni- 
versity and  received  his  bachelor's  degree  in 
1949.  Rawls  started  his  career  in  1949  a. 
vo-ag  teacher  in  Evergreen  and  Auburn,  Al- 
abama. He  received  his  master's  degree  in 


The  FFA  Alumni  Association  has  ovei 
members  in  approximately  750  local ; 
These  members  have  |oined  together  to  help 
educate  others  in  agriculture,  to  generate  sup- 
port tor  the  FFAm  to  help  build  confidence  in 
today's  FFA  members,  to  provide  inspiration 
to  younger  members  and  to  help  others  as 
they  were  helped  in  FFA. 


23,000    The  National  FFA  Alumni  Associafion  h 

filiates.     12th  National  Convention  in  coniunctior 

to  help    the  National  FFA  Convention  During  then 

tion  the  host  special  workshops  for  a 


Outstanding  FFA  Alumni 
Achievement  Awards 

Dr.  OS.  Gilberlson,  Lincoln,  Nebraska; 
Odell  Miller,  Columbus,  Ohio;  Floyd 
J.  Ooermg.  Madison,  Wisconsin 

Outstanding  FFA  Alumni 
Affliate  Awards 

GOLD:  LeRoy,  Illinois;  BushneH-Pralrle,  Illinois; 
;  Washington,  Kansas,  Osceola, 
Missouri;  East  Butler,  Nebraska;  Buckeye 
Valley,  Ohio;  New  Lexington,  Ohio;  Yelm- 
Rainier,  Washington;  Blackhawk,  Wisconsin; 
Denmark,  Wisconsin 

SILVER:  Pickens  County,  Georgia;  Delta,  In- 
diana; Walkersvllle,  Maryland;  Cassopolls. 
Michigan;  Milan,  Missouri;  West  Point, 
Nebraska;  South  Rowan,  North  Carolina;  Flan- 
tfreau,  South  Dakota;  Blair,  Wisconsin;  Verona, 
Wisconsin 

BRONZE:  Westwood,  Arizona;  Barren  County, 
Kentucky;  North  Branch,  Minnesota;  Sun 
Valley,  North  Carolina;  Warren  County,  Ten- 
nessee; Mission,  Texas 


INTERNATIONAL  FFA  PARTICIPANTS 

The  Work  Experience  Abroad  (WEA)  program  enables  FFA  members  to 
work  on  farms  in  other  countries  for  various  time  intervals.  This  program 
also  encourages  American  families  to  host  students  from  foreign  agricul- 
ture backgrounds. 


<  955  Irom  his  undergraduate  alma  r 
in  1959,  joined  the  State  Department  of  Ed- 
ucation as  Alabama  FFA  Executive  Secretary. 
Starting  in  1966,  Rawls  spent  over  12  years 
at  the  Regional  Office  of  the  U  S.  Office  of 
Education  in  Kansas  City,  Missouri.  Rawls  be- 
came Program  Specialist  in  Agricultural  Ed- 
ucation in  the  U  S  Office  of  Education  in 
Washington,  DC.  and  National  FFA  Advisor 
in  1979. 

In  reflecting  on  his  career  in  vocational  agri- 
culture and  the  FFA,  Rawls  said:  "I  can  think 
of  no  other  career  that  has  paralleled  the  one 
which  I  have  had  working  for  the  young  people 
of  America  through  the  FFA." 


15,  25,  and  35-Year  Sponsors 


15- Year  Sponsors 

Lawrence  L  Augenstein;  Export  Leaf  Tobacco  Company;  Hallmark  Cards, 
Incorporated;  Donald  N,  McDowell,  National  Rural  Electric  Cooperative  As- 
sociation; Ocean  Spray  Cranberries,  Incorporated;  The  Proctor  &  Gamble 
Fund:  Soo  Line  Railroad  Company,  The  Upjohn  Company/Agricultural  Divi- 
sion; H.  K.  Webster  Company,  Incorporated 

25- Year  Sponsors 

Agnco  Chemical  Company;  International  Multifoods  Corporation;  Occidental 
Chemical  Company;  Rockwell  International/Automotive  Operations 

35- Year  Sponsors 

Agway  Foundation;  Allied  Corporation;  Butler  Manufacturing  Company 
Foundation;  The  DeLaval  Agricultural  Division  of  Alfa-Laval.  Incorporated; 
ford  Motor  Company  Fund;  International  Business  Machines  Corporation; 
The  Kansas  City  Star  Company;  Oscar  Mayer  Foods  Corporation;  Sperry 
New  Holland 


WEA  OUTBOUND  STUDENTS 

CALIFORNIA:  Kelly  Cunningham,  Le  Grand;  Raelene 
Hindmarsh,  Santa  Maria;  Jennifer  Hooper,  Hayfork; 
Karen  Moerman,  Potter  Valley,  Phillip  Chavez  Shook, 
Blythe;  Brenda  Switzer,  Sonoma;  Michele  Wakeham, 
Clements:  FLORIDA:  Walter  Fernandez,  Tampa;  Ronald 
Owen.  Winter  Haven;  KANSAS:  Tracy  Deel.  Council 
Grove;  Bryan  Russell.  Codell;  ILLINOIS:  David  Allen, 
Windsor;  Brenda  Burnett,  Bethany;  Dale  Hoffman,  Sy- 
camore; Beth  Johnston,  Victoria;  Leslie  Morns,  Syca- 
more; Dana  Stenger,  Tuscola;  Kelly  Threw,  Farmington, 
INDIANA;  Linda  Myers,  Brownstone;  IOWA:  Ruth  Fell- 
ing. Marengo,  Jerry  Gosch,  Webster  City;  Martin  Gib- 
son. Elgin;  Christine  Schumaker,  West  Point;  MICHI- 
GAN' Robert  Fortine,  Honor;  David  Kucharczyk,  Sault 
Str.  Marie;  Jim  Webster.  Witliamston;  Neal  Anderson, 
Montevideo;  Peter  Bratberg,  Atwater;  Evelynn  Eller,  St. 
Paul;  Kirk  Lee,  Sherburn,  Anne  LeGare,  Lafayette;  Peter 
Petersen,  Murdock;  Fran  Wherry,  Le  Roy:  MISSOURI: 
Gregg  Morgan,  Columbia,  Eddie  Nashan,  Carrollton; 
Pam  Proffitt,  Pottersville;  Marsha  Roach,  Republic; 
MONTANA:  Todd  Spear,  Ballantine;  Jon  Wearley,  Au- 
gusta; NEW  JERSEY:  Andy  Butler,  Burlington;  NEW 
MEXICO-  Rod  McSherry.  Deming;  NEW  YORK:  Teri  von 
Seydewitz,  Latham;  NORTH  DAKOTA:  John  Keller,  Bis- 
bee;  Taunia  Martin,  Minot;  Chris  Nelson,  White  Lake; 
OHIO:  Melani  Eyerly,  Lexington;  Martin  Hahn,  Bellevue; 


Timothy  Hutchinson.  Salesville,  Steve  Kreitzer,  Eaton; 
Todd  Plocher,  Shelby;  Amy  Pulse,  Columbus;  Greg 
Williams,  Eaton;  OKLAHOMA  Larry  DuBoise.  Enid; 
Shawn  Gralla,  Lexington;  Lisa  Mikish,  Shawnee;  ORE- 
GON. Carolyn  Church,  Caroton;  Jeff  Davis,  Albany; 
Brent  Gibbs.  Pendleton,  Margaret  Gnos,  Albany;  Mich- 
ele Pinelli,  Klamath  Falls,  Scott  Schoenborn,  Astoria; 
PENNSYLVANIA  Gwendolyn  Bolyard,  Union  City;  Jac- 
queline Johns.  Volant;  Patrick  Kalgren,  Falls  Creek;  Mi- 
chael Ptautz;  Jeffrey  Stoltzfus,  Atglen.  Mike  Thompson, 
Ulysses;  Amy  Ann  Winklsky,  Derry;  TENNESSEE:  John 
Cloar,  Dyersburg;  Steven  Gass,  Mosheim;  Rhedona 
Rose.  Cookeville;  TEXAS:  Jennifer  Bailey,  Prairie  View; 
Omar  Denmon,  Houston,  Steven  Ray,  Robert  Lee;  VIR- 
GINIA: Melanie  Burgess,  Harrisonburg;  Cathy  Hively, 
Broadway,  WASHINGTON'  Marcia  Pease,  Everett;  WIS- 
CONSIN: Gwen  Betzold.  Amery,  Lee  Bialozynski,  Pu- 
laski; Mitchell  Case,  Spring  Valley;  Hans  Huschitt, 
Browntown;  Jeff  Ihm,  Barnveld;  Bruce  Kane,  Marshall; 
Mary  Keough,  Monticello;  Adele  Lemke,  Denmark;  Jill 
Le  Roy,  Green  Bay,  Dawn  Marr,  Mineral  Point;  Darlene 
Maurer,  Madison;  Harvey  Menn,  Norwalk;  Stuart  Muck, 
Shawano;  Crystal  Mutzner,  Spencer;  Keith  Prien,  Mon- 
roe; John  Rebhan,  New  Richmond;  Carolee  Roberts, 
Eldorado:  Allen  Wall,  Greenleaf. 
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WEA  INBOUND  STUDENT  COUNTRIES 

Australia,  Austria,  Belgium,  Denmark.  England,  Finland, 
France,  Germany,  Holland,  Ireland,  Italy.  Japan,  New 
Zealand,  Panama,  Peru,  Scotland.  South  Africa,  Switz- 
erland, Taiwan  and  Wales, 
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Building  Our  American  Communities 

Sponsored  by  R.J.  The  Building  Our  American  Communities 

Rm/nnlriQ  InHnctrioc    Inr    <B0AC).  encourages  FFA  chapters  to  commit 

neynoias  inausines,  inc.  a||  ttieir  members  t0  ,he  lask  0,  makmg  Iheir 

communities  better  places  in  which  to  live  and 

National  Winner — Franklin  Center,  Illinois    Southern  Region — Bradley,  Tennessee 
Eastern  Region  Winner—  Elizabelhtown,         Western  Region—  Elma,  Washington 
Pennsylvania 

Gold 

California:  Fresno-Central;  Illinois:  Franklin  Center; 
Salem:  Sycamore;  Iowa:  Webster  City;  Kentucky:  Spen- 
cer County;  Montana:  Park  City,  Nebraska:  Ravenna; 
New  Mexico:  Carnzozo;  New  York:  Chateau  gay;  Ohio: 
Fairfield  Union;  Maplewood  Area  J.V.S.;  Marysville; 
Pennsylvania:  Elizabethtown;  South  Dakota:  Letcher; 
Tennessee:  Bradley.  Texas:  Kingwood,  Utah:  Wasatch, 
Washington:  Elma;  West  Virginia:  Marion  County;  Wis- 
consin: Denmark;  Green  Bay  East;  Madison  East 

Silver 

Alabama:  Dale  County;  Arizona:  Yuma;  Arkansas:  Le- 
panto;  California:  Ag  Farm;  Idaho:  Burley;  Kuna;  Illi- 
nois: Brownslown;  Bushnell-Praine  City;  Dixon;  LaSalle- 
Peru;  Tri-Point;  Indiana:  Brownstown  Central;  East  No- 
ble; Prairie  Heights;  Woodlan,  Iowa:  Algona:  Creston; 
Kansas:  Marion;  Plainville;  Kentucky:  Green  County; 
Lyon  County;  Michigan:  Cassopolis;  Centreville;  Sault 
Ste.  Mane;  Minnesota:  Truman,  Missouri:  Farmington; 
Mountain  Grove;  Osceeola;  Owensvilte;  Nebraska:  Har- 
tington;  New  Hampshire:  Much-To-Do;  New  York: 
Madison;  Tri-Valley;  North  Carolina:  Bartlett  Yancey; 
Chase;' Hallsboro;  Mountain  Heritage,  Princeton;  South- 
ern Nash  Senior;  North  Dakota:  Drake,  Ohio:  Anna; 
New  Lexington;  Riverdale;  Oklahoma:  Purcell;  Silo; 
Pennsylvania:  Cedar  Crest;  Texas:  Gratord,  Virginia: 
Abingdon;  Appomattox  Senior;  James  Wood;  Turner 
Ashby;  Washington:  Eatonville;  Zillah;  West  Virginia: 
Hampshire  County;  Wisconsin:  Mt.  Horeb;  Wyoming: 
Devils  Tower 

Bronze 

Alabama:  Jasper.  Scottsboro;  Walker  Area  Voc.  Center; 
West  Blocton;  Alaska:  North  Pole;  Arkansas:  Lake  City; 
Poughkeepsie;  South  Side;  Colorado:  Moffat  County; 
Weld  Central,  Connecticut:  Mattabeset;  Trumbuli  Re- 
gional; Delaware:  Caesar  Rodney;  Florida:  Allentown; 
McArthur  Horticulture;  Santa  Fe  Senior;  Sarasota  Vo- 
Ag;  Georgia:  Lowndes;  Whigham;  Hawaii:  Kailua;  Ko- 
hala;  Waialua;  Illinois:  DeKalb;  Hampshire;  LeRoy; 
Northwest  Suburban;  St.  Anne;  Towerhill,  Woodstock. 
Iowa:  Fort  Madison;  Mount  Ayr;  North  Fayette  County; 
North  Polk;  Prairie;  Riceville;  Sibley;  Starmont;  West 
Bend  Hawkeye;  West  Lyon;  Kansas:  Fort  Scott;  Hano- 
ver; Hiawatha;  Hill  City;  Mankato;  Louisiana:  Oenham 
Springs;  Oak  Grove;  Rayne;  Ward  III;  Maine:  Easton; 
Limestone;  Maryland:  Brunswick;  Frederick  County  Vo- 
Tech  Center;  Massachusetts:  Essex  Agricultural;  Min- 
nesota: Cannon  Falls;  Danube;  Forest  Lake;  LeSueur; 
Montevideo;  New  Ulm;  Sherbum;  Southland;  Missis- 
sippi: Carthage;  Mantachie;  Missouri:  Aurora;  Linn; 
North  Harrison;  Nebraska:  East  Butler;  The  Verdigre; 
Nevada:  Duck  Valley;  Steptoe  Valley;  New  Hampshire: 
Dover;  New  Jersey:  Cumberland  Regional;  Oakcrest; 
New  Mexico:  Goddard;  North  Dakota:  Bisbee-Egeland; 
Ohio:  Bloom-Carroll;  Bowling  Green;  Spencerville;  Okla- 
homa: Watts;  Oregon:  Newberg;  Sherwood;  Pennsylva- 
nia: Penns  Manor;  Twin  Valley;  Rhode  Island:  Chariho; 
No  Scituate;  South  Carolina:  Dorman,  Loris;  South 
Dakota:  Philip,  Roslyn;  Wall  of  the  Badlands,  Spencer; 
Tennessee:  Riverside;  Texas:  Baytown,  Robert  E.  Lee; 
Utah:  Millard  Eagle;  Virginia:  Lee-Davis;  Stonewall 
Jackson  Jr.;  Wisconsin:  Amery;  Belleville;  Bloomer; 
Delavan-Danen;  Green  Bay  Southwest;  Janesville-Par- 
ker;  Mishicot,  Monroe;  Oregon;  Valders,  Wyoming:  Gillette 


National  FFA  Chapter  Award  Program 


Sponsored  by  The 
General  Fund  of  the 
National  FFA 
Foundation,  Inc. 


The  National  FFA  Chapter  Award  Program  en- 
courages and  rewards  overall  chapter  activi- 
ties. Awards  are  based  on  the  chapter's  per- 


.  Supenvised  occupational      and  r 


earnings  and  savings  by  members,  state  and 
national  activities,  conduct  ol  meetings, 
scholarship,  public  relations,  alumni  relations 


ion.  Once  chapters  r 


experience  progra 


Gold 

Arizona:  Kofa;  Arkansas:  Marshall:  Colorado:  Eaton; 

Flagler;  Moffat  County;  Florida:  Bronson;  Sarasota  Vo- 
Ag,  Illinois:  Amboy;  Clinton;  DeKalb:  Franklin  Center; 
LeRoy;  North  West  Suburban  District  214-211;  Syca- 
more; Indiana:  Benton  Central;  Prairie  Heights;  Iowa: 
Algona;  Anamosa;  Estherville;  Guttenberg;  Linn-Mar; 
Manchester;  Prairie;  Starmont;  Vinton;  Webster  City; 
Kansas:  Marion;  Kentucky:  Caldwell  County;  Farming- 
ton;  Oldham  County  -  KY  1040;  Louisiana:  Denham 
Springs;  Oak  Grove.  Minnesota:  Cannon  Falls;  New 
Ulm:  Montana:  Flathead;  Nebraska:  East  Butler:  Leigh: 
West  Holt;  New  Mexico:  Aztec,  New  York:  Sidney; 
North  Dakota:  Walhalla;  Ohio:  Miami  Trace;  New  Lex- 
ington; Tn-Rivers  J.V.S.;  Oklahoma:  Elgin;  Guthrie; 
Pennsylvania:  Lower  Dauphin;  Northern  Lebanon; 
South  Dakota:  Roslyn;  Tennessee:  Bradley;  Utah:  Mil- 
lard Eagle;  Virginia:  Broadway,  James  Wood;  Spots- 
wood;  Washington:  Elma,  Zillah;  Wisconsin:  Denmark; 
Monroe;  Wyoming:  Devils  Tower;  Douglas 

Silver 

Alabama:  Scottsboro;  Arizona:  Yuma;  Arkansas:  La- 
vaca; California:  Fallbrook;  Connecticut:  Housatonic 
Valley;  Florida:  Bartow  Sr.;  Blountstown;  Leto  St.;  Or- 
lando-Colonial; South  Sumter  Senior;  Tate  Senior;  Tren- 
ton; Williston  Senior;  Georgia:  Gilmer  County:  Perry 
High;  Idaho:  Kuna;  Illinois:  Belvidere;  Bushnell-Praine 
City;  Georgetown;  Hampshire;  Salem;  Winchester;  Indi- 
ana: Brownstown  Central;  Carroll:  Clinton  Central;  Tip- 
ton; Iowa:  Buffalo  Center  Bison;  Creston;  Dysart-Gene- 
seo;  Mediapolis;  North  Linn;  Rolfe  Pilot  Creek;  Kansas: 
Cherryvale;  Hill  City;  Labette  County;  Mankato;  Scott 
City;  Kentucky:  Lyon  County;  Sedalia;  Spencer  County; 
Louisiana:  Carencro.  Maryland:  Damascus,  Michigan: 
Centreville;  Minnesota:  Sherburn;  Truman;  Montana: 
Fairfield,  Nebraska:  Ainsworth;  New  Mexico:  Goddard; 
New  York:  Medina;  North  Carolina:  Chase;  Mountain 
Heritage;  South  Rowan;  North  Dakota:  Rugby,  Ohio: 
Bloom  Carroll;  Logan  Elm;  Maplewood  Area  Joint  Voca- 
tional, Marysville;  Mississmawa  Valley.  Otsego;  Peebles 
River  Valey;  Talawanda;  Upper  Valley  Joint  Vocational; 
Wauseon;  Wellston;  Oklahoma:  Altus;  Alva;  Fairview; 
Springer;  Oregon:  Cascade,  Elgin,  Pennsylvania:  Cedar 
Crest;  Cloister;  Grassland;  H   G   Parkinson;  South  Da- 
kota: Huron;  Tennessee:  Riverside;  Texas:  Cleburne; 
James  E.  Taylor;  Pleasanton;  Utah:  Tooele;  Virginia: 
Appomattox  Senior;  Montevideo  Intermediate;  Turner 
Ashby;  Washington:  Eatonville:  Enumclaw;  Evergreen: 
Wisconsin:  Black  Hawk  -  South  Wayne;  Blanchardville- 
Pecatonica;  Evansville;  Janesville-Par^ker;  Mt.  Horeb; 
Sauk  Prairie;  Viroqua;  Wyoming:  Gillette 


Bronze 

Alabama:  Crossville;  Dale  County  High;  Douglas;  Ider; 
Alaska:  North  Pole:  Arkansas:  Stuttgart;  California: 
Kingsburg;  Morro  Bay;  Mt.  Whitney-Visalta;  Redwood- 
Visalia;  Colorado:  Haxtun;  Sterling;  Connecticut:  Rock- 
ville;  Florida:  Baker  County;  Chiefiand  Senior;  Dade  City 
Sr.;  Newberry;  Okeechobee  Brahman;  Santa  Fe  Junior; 
Santa  Fe  Senior,  Georgia:  Colquitt  County;  Effingham 
County;  Jeff  Davis.  Pierce  County;  Seminole  County; 
Southeast  Bulloch;  Stephens  County  High  School; 
Towns  County;  Whigham;  Hawaii:  Kailua;  Waialua; 
Idaho:  Meridian;  Illinois:  Ashland;  Bnmfield;  Nokomis; 
Roanoke-Benson;  Sparland;  Teutopolis:  Tuscola;  Indi- 
ana: Blue  River  Valley;  Owen  Valley;  Southmont; 
Southwood;  Tri  High;  Western  Boone;  Kansas:  Hiawa- 
tha; Norton;  Plainville;  Kentucky:  Daviess  County  High; 
Lone  Oak;  Lowes;  Morgan  County;  Reidland,  Louisiana: 
Assumption;  Crowley;  Jena;  Midland;  South  Lafourche; 
Maine:  Easton;  Presque  Isle;  Michigan:  Byron;  Cale- 
donia; Cassopolis,  Corunna;  Lakers;  Marshall;  Owosso; 
Ubly;  Minnesota:  Foresl  Lake;  Lakefield;  Le  Center;  Ma- 
delia;  Plainview;  Willmar;  Mississippi:  Carthage;  Nettle- 
ton;  Missouri:  Albany;  Aurora;  Bowling  Green;  Cameron 
R-1  r  Carl  Junction;  Carthage;  Cass  County  Voc-Tec; 
Chillicothe;  Lakeland;  Lamar;  Lathrop;  Milan;  Monroe 
City  R-l;  Mount  Vernon;  Osceola;  Salem;  Union;  Ne- 
braska: Blue  Hill;  Fairbury;  Fulterton;  Norns;  North 
Bend;  Nevada:  Duck  Valley;  New  Hampshire:  Much-To- 
Do;  New  Jersey:  Allentown;  North  Hunterdon;  New 
Mexico:  Animas;  New  York:  Barker;  North  Carolina: 
Bartlett  Yancey;  Forest  Hills;  North  Iredell;  South  Len- 
oir; North  Dakota:  Drake:  Jamestown;  Lanmore  J.E. 
Eastgate;  Lisbon,  Maddock  A.S.  Gibbens;  Ohio: 
Amanda-Clearcreek;  Anna;  Delaware  City-County  Joint 
Vocational  School;  East  Clinton;  Elida;  Fremont;  Hardin 
Northern,  Mohawk,  National  Trail;  Oregon-Clay;  West 
Muskingum;  Oklahoma:  Adair.  Allen;  Bethel:  Billings, 
Blackwell,  Central  High;  Covington-Douglas;  Jet-Nash; 
Konawa;  McLoud.  Morrison;  Noble;  Pawnee;  Prague; 
Purcell;  Roff;  Sapulpa;  Sperry:  Tecumseh;  Thomas; 
Watts;  Wellston;  Oregon:  Canby;  Creswell;  Pennsylva- 
nia: Conrad  Weiser;  Mifflinburg;  Twin  Valley;  Rhode  Is- 
land: Scituate:  South  Carolina:  Dorman;  Gilbert;  Pleas- 
ant Hill;  South  Dakota:  Flandreau;  Garretson;  Wall  of 
the  Badlands;  Tennessee:  Cherokee,  McMinn  County; 
Meigs  County;  Polk;  Powell  Valley;  Rhea  County;  West 
Greene;  Westview;  White  House;  Woodbury;  Texas:  Ad- 
rian; Axtell;  Booker  High;  Cal  Farley's  Boys  Ranch:  Cal- 
allen;  Chapel  Hill;  Clear  Creek;  Conroe;  Gushing;  Dal- 
hart;  East  Central;  Frankston;  Garland;  Hamlin,  Joshua; 
Kingwood,  Klein;  Lanier-Austin;  Loop,  Lorena;  Mans- 
field; McGregor;  McKmney;  Midland;  Mission;  Naco- 
godches;  Prainland,  Prosper:  Quanah;  Riesel;  Royse 
City;  Silverton:  South  Garland;  Tom  Bean;  Valley  View; 
Vidor;  Weatherford,  Wichita  Falls  Rider;  Utah:  Bear 
River;  Vermont:  Vergennes,  Virginia:  Blacksburg;  Caro- 
line; Carroll  County;  Essex;  Fort  Defiance;  Gretna  Junior 
High  School:  Laurel  Park;  Lee-Davis;  Spotsylvania; 
Stonewall  Jackson  Jr  ;  Washington:  Mountain  View; 
West  Virginia:  Marion  County;  West  Virginia:  Mason 
County  Vocational;  Wisconsin:  Belleville;  Bloomer; 
Granton;  Green  Bay  Southwest;  Spencer;  Spencer;  West 
De  Pere 


National  Chapter  Safety  Awards 


Sponsored  by  Dow 
Chemical,  U.S.A.,  and 
Farm  &  Industrial 
Equipment  Institute. 


The  National  Chapter  Safety  Awards  program 
recognizes  chapters  for  achievements  in  pro- 
moting safety.  Chapter  efforts  included  a  di- 
versity of  projects — from  cardiopulmonary 
resuscitation  clinics  to  farm  shop  safety  clin- 
ics. Chapters  reaching  the  national  level  re- 
ceive a  Gold,  Silver,  or  Bronze  Emblem  rating. 


Gold 

Florida:  Sarasota  Vo-Ag;  Illinois:  Amboy;  Bluffs; 
Brownstown;  Indiana:  Brownstown  Central;  Iowa:  Dy- 
sart-Geneseo;  Kansas:  Mankato;  Kentucky:  Lyon 
County:  Spencer  County;  Eagle  Bend;  Cannon  Falls; 
Missouri:  Hallway;  Osceola;  Nebraska:  East  Butler; 
Verdigre;  New  York:  Chateaugay;  North  Carolina: 
Princeton:  Ohio:  Bowling  Green;  Miami  Trace,  Tennes- 
see: Bradley,  Virginia:  Broadway;  James  Wood;  Wash- 
ington: EatonvHIe;  Elma 

Silver 

Florida:  Blountstown;  Hawaii:  Waialua;  Idaho:  Troy;  Il- 
linois: -Bushnell-PrairJe'City;  Sycamore;  Winchester;  In- 
diana: Prairie  Heights;  Iowa:  Prairie;  Kansas:  Hoxie; 
Scott  City;  Kentucky:  Apollo:  Louisiana:  Natchitoches 


Central;  Michigan:  Centreville,  Southland,  Minnesota: 
Truman;  Missouri:  Owensville,  Montana:  Fairfield;  Ne- 
braska: Norris;  West  Holt;  New  Mexico:  Carnzozo;  New 
York:  Barker;  Salem;  North  Carolina:  Bartlett  Yancey; 
Forest  Hills;  North  Dakota:  Bisbee-Egeland;  Walhalla; 
Ohio:  Wauseon;  Oklahoma:  Billings;  Purcell;  Oregon: 
La  Grande;  Pennsylvania:  Brockway;  Lower  Dauphin; 
Northern  Lebanon,  South  Carolina:  Dorman;  South  Da- 
kota: Wall;  Virginia:  Carroll  County;  Stonewall  Jackson 
Jr.;  Tunstall;  Washington:  Capital;  West  Virginia:  Mar- 
ion County;  Wisconsin:  Denmark;  Evansville;  Monroe; 
Oregon 

Bronze 
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bert;  Arkansas:  Berryville;  Stuttgart,  California:  Morro 
Bay;  Mt.  Whitney;  Colorado:  Fowler;  McClave;  Con- 
necticut: Housatonic  Valley,  Delaware:  Caesar  Rodney; 
Smyrna;  Florida:  Tate;  Williston  Sr:;  Georgia:  Ef- 
fingham County;  Riverdale;  Illinois:  Cissna  Park;  De- 
kalb, Franklin  Center,  Nashville:  Somonauk-Leland; 
Waterman,  Indiana:  Kouts;  Iowa:  Orient-Macksburg; 
Kansas:  Marysville;  Louisiana:  Oak  Grove;  Maine:  Eas- 
ton; Presque  Isle,  Maryland:  Brunswick  Senior;  Massa- 
chusetts: Wachusett.  Michigan:  Marshall;  Minnesota: 
Lamberton;  Minnesota:  Lanesboro,  New  Ulm,  St. 
James;  Waldorf-Pemberton;  Mississippi:  Carthage; 
Kossuth;  Missouri:  Aurora;  Montana:  Columbus;  Ne- 
braska: Geneva-;  Nevada:  Ruby  Mountain;  Steptoe  Val- 
ley; New  Jersey:  Belvidere;  Cumberland  Regional,  New 
Mexico:  Belen;  North  Carolina:  Creswell:  Mountain 
Heritage;  Southern  Wayne;  Ohio:  Columbiana  Co  JVS; 
Marysville;  Ohio:  New  Lexington;  Oregon^wallbwa; 
Pennsylvania:  Headwaters;  South  Carolina:  Pleasant 
Hill.'Soulh  Dakota,:  Hamsburg;  Roslyn.  Tennessee: 
■  Woodbury;  Texas:  Cleburne;  Mary  Carra'li;  Nacog- 
doches, Utah:  Millard  Eagle;  North  Sevier;  Virginia:  Pu- 
laski Counry;.West  Virginia:  MoorefielcL  Wisconsin: 
Amery;  Cadott;  Delavan-Darien;  Green  I  ay  East,  Janes- 
ville-Parker;  Mt.  Horeb;  New  Auburn;  C  ihkosh;  Sauk 
,  Prairie;  .Wyoming:  Douglas;  Gillette 


56th  National  FFA  Convention  Proceedings 


PSA  MEDIA  REPRESENTATIVES 


Sponsored  by  the 
General  Fund  of  the 
National  FFA 
Foundation. 

Many  vocational  agriculture  instructors  na- 
tionwide were  selected  to  act  as  FFA  Media 
Representatives  for  the  first  nationwide  FFA 
public  service  announcement  campaign.  These 
FFA  Advisors  were  given  the  responsibility  of 
contacting  their  local  television  stations  to  re- 
quest placement  of  the  new  FFA  public  service 
announcements  featuring  Eddie  Albert.  The 
stations  which  accepted  the  PSAs  will  then  air 
the  PSAs  in  January  through  March  of  1984 

ALASKA:  Carol  Bartholomew.  Anchorage: 
Michell  Hams.  Homer  Carla  Kirts.  Fair- 
banks; ALABAMA:  William  Armstrong.  Gar- 
dendale:  Michael  Casey,  Midland  City:  Troy 
Newton.  Montgomery:  Tommy  Odom,  Citro- 
nelle;  Robert  Strider.  Hazel  Green;  ARKAN- 
SAS: Glenn  Davis.  Camden;  Ronnie  Highfill. 
Rogers;  Reuben  McClelland.  Jonesboro: 
Benny  Rausch,  Ratcliff  Garland  Williams. 
Conway:  ARIZONA:  Ralph  Bemal,  Yuma; 
Carla  Brubaker.  Phoenix;  Mike  Henry.  Tuc- 
son; Tim  Tankersley.  Phoenix;  CALIFORNIA: 
Richard  Allen.  San  Luis  Obispo:  Larry 
Bruga.  San  Jose;  David  Caetano.  Tulare: 
Donald  Clarke.  Chico:  Ted  Hirayama.  Los 
Angeles;  Ken  Horn.  Sacramento;  Sandy 
Newkirk,  Eureka;  David  Pntchard.  El  Cenfro; 
Stan  Rose,  Santa  Mana:  Paddy  Shansby. 
Redding;  Dave  Smoljan.  Fresno;  Dan  Stauf. 
Poway;  Ken  Whitney,  Bakersfield;  COLO- 
RADO: Marsha  Celesta.  Denver  Tom 
Hanna,  Castle  Rock;  James  Hannebaum, 
Denver  CONNECTICUT:  Milton  Natusch, 
Hartford;  FLORIDA:  Carl  Miller.  Jr..  Fort 
Lauderdale:  Jim  Dunaway,  Daytona  Beach; 
Laura  Gross,  Alva;  Dan  McKinnon,  Gaines- 
ville; David  Morns.  Fort  Pierce;  Quentin 
Duff,  Miami;  Billy  Williams.  Macclenny; 
Loura  Gross.  Alva;  Bob  Croft.  Boca 
Raton;  Floyd  Ledbetter  Orlando:  Myra  Jef- 
fries. Panama  City;  Bruce  Hutchcratt,  Seff- 
nen  Tommy  Taylor,  Gonzalez;  Tom  Weber. 
Sarasota:  Earl  Lennard.  Plant  Crty.  Gary 
Bartiey.  Tallahassee;  Ray  Pigott.  Chipley; 
Bob  Croft,  Boca  Raton;  GEORGIA:  J.  H. 
Braziel,  Swainsboro;  D.  G.  Farmer.  Athens; 
Robert  Sailors.  Atlanta:  Elvm  Walker.  Tifton: 
HAWAII:  Thomas  Hatakeyama,  Honolulu; 
IOWA:  Alan  Carlson,  Epworth;  Jerry  Chizek. 
Webster  City;  Thomas  Cory,  Alleman;  Wil- 
liam Drey.  Red  Oak;  Donald  Kent,  Eddyville: 
Lewis  Lauterbach,  Osage:  Craig  McEnany, 
Waverty;  Joseph  Pickard.  Underwood:  John 
Rix.  LeMars:  Keith  Schmidt.  Eldndge:  Den- 
nis Selness,  Marion;  Paul  Swank,  Wellman; 
IDAHO:  Eldon  Betz,  Meridian;  Zebbie  Miller. 
Shelley;  Horace  Morrill.  Pocatello:  Glenn  Or- 
thel.  Twin  Falls:  Lou  Riesenberg.  Moscow; 
Wayne  Rush.  Kendnck:  ILLINOIS:  Carl  Bur- 
kybile.  Rantoul;  Roger  Courson.  Urbana: 
George  Delaney.  Hamsburg;  Jim  Guilinger, 
Sycamore;  Joe  House,  Princeville;  Herb 
Kobler,  Marion:  Dan  Leathers.  Chatham; 
Jim  Legacy.  Carbondale:  N.  F  Poulman. 
Quincy:  Don  Prather,  Clinton;  Chns  Roegge, 
Geneseo;  Lou  Schairer,  Ml.  Prospect;  Larry 
Wesley.  Sullman  Valley;  Bobby  Whrttington. 
Olney:  INDIANA:  Ron  Hefty.  Woodbum; 
Dale  Jones.  Oxford;  Phil  Pitts.  Indianapolis; 
Bob  Juncker,  Indianapolis;  Bob  Meyerholtz, 
Forest  Hills-Evansville;  David  Reese,  ML 
Vernon;  Gerald  Runyon.  Clay  City;  Pat  Pfei- 
fer.  New  Albany;  Dan  Countryman,  Goshen; 
Fred  Rowe.  Vincennes;  Ken  Bales,  Bloom* 
ington;  Royce  Costin,  Muncie;  KANSAS: 
Dennis  Brown,  Girard:  Jeff  Bryant.  Winfield: 
Wayne  OeWerff,  Plamville;  Greg  Johnston. 
Haven;  Gail  LaMunyon,  Ensign.  Greg 
Schafer,  Manhattan;  Vemon  Schweer,  Gar- 
den City:  Dale  Unruh,  Norton;  KENTUCKY: 
Bland  Baird,  Taylorsville;  Martha  Butler 
Lexington:  Wayne  Ezell,  Paducah:  Mike 
Hughes.  Bowling  Green;  Michael  Johnson. 
Louisville;  James  Roberts,  Lexington;  LOUI- 
SIANA: James  Baurque.  Lafayette;  Charles 
Hogan,  Choudrant;  Floyd  Jenkins.  New  Or- 
leans; Donald  Kendnck,  Buckeye:  David 
Marcantel.  Iowa;  John  Mulloy,  Jr..  Shreve- 
port  J.D.  Richmond.  Baton  Rouge:  MAS- 
SACHUSETTS. Riley  Heath,  Hathorne;  John 
Szalranski,  Northampton;  MAINE:  Clair 
Carter.  Augusta;  MARYLAND:  Kevin  Max- 
well. Camp  Springs;  Fred  Doepkens.  Park- 
ton;  Ike  Williams,  Clear  Spring;  Richard 
McCabe,  Salisbury:  Robert  Keenan.  Balti- 
more; MICHIGAN:  Bill  Bassett,  Traverse 
City;  Arlen  Bell,  Sault  Ste.  Mane;  Kelly  Sue 
Miller,  Laingsburg;  Robert  OeBoer.  Cadillac: 
Cart  Kieser,  Sebewaing;  Steve  Maniaci.  Pe- 
toskey;  Mike  McLeese,  Vicksburg;  Rich 
Shambarger.  Leslie;  Douglas  Spike.  Bloom- 
field  Hills:  Al  Steeby.  Caledonia;  David  Wy- 
nck,  Byron;  MINNESOTA:  Luveme  Bush- 
lack,  Rochester;  Carol  Carlson.  Bemidji; 
Debbie  Dugstad.  Hibbing;  James  Ertl.  Inyer 
Grove  Hgts.:  Wayne  Fairchild.  Duluth;  Ber- 
nard Kahnke.  Mankato;  Steve  Maley,  Austin: 
Bernard  VanZomeren,  Alexandria;  MIS- 


SOURI: David  Wells,  Jackson;  Jim  Honey. 
Carthage:  Harold  Bossaller,  Columbia;  Hu- 
bert Shuler.  Smrthville;  George  Newell.  Flor- 
issant David  Twente.  Wellington;  Donald 
Showell,  Sunset  Hills;  John  McKenzie, 
Springfield:  Kevin  Mannenng.  Warrensburg; 
David  Wasser.  Kansas  City:  Dean  Swafford, 
Savannah;  MISSISSIPPI:  John  Carter. 
Amory;  Lindsey  Keene,  Mendian;  Jasper 
Lee.  Mississippi  State;  Bill  McGrew.  Jack- 
son; Barry  Rinehart,  Brooklyn;  Johnny 
White.  Peart;  MONTANA:  Mike  Cavey,  Mis- 
soula; Mickey  Cole,  Miles  City;  Vem  Dahls- 
trom,  Billings:  Duane  Gebhardt.  Cascade; 
Dale  Kober.  Hardin;  Mark  Lalum.  Kalispell; 
Leonard  Lombardi,  Helena;  William  Love. 
Deer  Lodge;  Wade  VanEvery,  Sidney; 
NORTH  CAROLINA:  George  Caudle,  Clare- 
mont;  Steve  Cline.  Thomasville;  Ray  Comer, 
Greensboro;  Benjie  Forrest.  Washington; 
Ned  Hudson.  Mt.  Pleasant;  Ricky  Kluttz. 
Durham;  Henry  Pasour.  Vanceboro;  Glenn 
Perryman,  Winston  Salem;  Larry  Pnce,  Wil- 
liamston;  Ralph  Roberts,  Asheville;  C.  M. 
Russ.  Shallotte;  Jimmie  Smith,  Wake  For- 
est NORTH  DAKOTA:  Glen  Clark,  Dickinson; 
Darold  Hehn.  Minot;  Dale  Hruby,  Bismarck; 
Ted  Johnson.  West  Fargo:  Lyle  Rose,  Bux- 
ton; Greg  Thompson,  Wilhston;  Curt  Thore- 
son.  Valley  City;  NEBRASKA:  Randy  Connot, 
Lincoln:  Dennis  Holsteen.  Grand  Island; 
Oave  Johnson,  Alliance:  Duane  Lienemann. 
Blue  Hill:  Robert  Peduila.  Scottsbiuff;  Ra- 
leigh Pilster.  Omaha;  Ted  Ward,  Lincoln; 
NEW  HAMPSHIRE.  William  Johns  III, 
Dover;  Martin  Mitchell,  Concord;  Donald 
Post,  Manchester;  NEW  JERSEY:  John 
Grover,  Trenton;  NEW  MEXICO:  Tom  Cock- 
rell,  Artesia;  Jim  Magee.  Aztec:  Les  Pur- 
cella,  Roswell;  Romney  Todd.  Albuquerque: 
Tad  Eaton,  Clovis;  Rosco  Vaughn,  Las 
Cruces;  NEVADA:  Ronald  Squires.  Reno; 
NEW  YORK:  Homer  Bushey.  Ellenburg  De- 
pot; Cameron  Dubes.  Alexandria,  VA;  Walter 
Elmore,  Port  Ewen;  James  Eggleston, 
Bmghamton;  Raymond  Emenwein.  Kendall; 
Donald  Farrand,  Elmira;  George  Gebe. 
Schohane;  Rodney  Grant,  Canton;  Bruce 
Hazen.  Carthage:  Susan  Liedkie,  Syracuse; 
Raymond  Lighthali,  Munnsville.  William 
Ransom,  Greenville:  Victoria  Stinz.  West- 
bury;  OHIO;  Norm  Blaney.  Zanesville;  Bill 
Bussey.  Newark;  Tony  Casalinuovo.  Akron; 
Jim  Cooper,  Lima;  Bob  Givens,  Alliance; 
Jack  Jacquemin,  West  Chester;  Kris  Krems, 
Brecksville:  Larry  Lokai,  Springfield;  Bob 
McCort.  Minerva;  Roddy  Moore.  Lucasville; 
Mike  Shertzer.  Bowling  Green;  Jim  Spiess, 
Wauseon;  Don  Van  Nostran.  Albany:  Duane 
VanSickle,  Delaware;  Mark  Wallace.  Cadiz: 
William  Watt.  Clayton;  Dan  Zimmerman. 
Oxford:  OKLAHOMA:  Walter  McDonald.  Eu- 
lis:  John  Dimick,  Central  Point;  Todd  Heidg- 
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John  Jeans.  Bend;  Bill  Jeskey.  Turner  Scott 
Lathrop,  LaGrande;  Jeff  McGill.  Myrtle 
Point;  Sid  Miles.  West  Unn;  Mike  Stebbins. 
Salem;  Chns  Voigt,  Newberg;  PENNSYLVA- 
NIA: Harold  Berkheiser,  Lebanon;  Lee 
Carter.  McDonald;  Richard  Dingle,  Water- 


ford;  Kerry  Duncan,  Union  City;  Robert  Hol- 
ley.  Pottstown;  Jacob  Javornik,  Indiana; 
Bob  Leib,  Mechanicsburg;  Richard  Lyons, 
Claysville;  Bill  Mackbereth.  Woodland;  John 
Meyers.  Red  Lion;  Anthony  Mikloiche,  Car- 
bondale; Steve  Miller,  Womelsdorf;  Lowell 
Morton,  Annville;  Guy  Naugle,  Felton;  Doyle 
Paul,  Berlin:  Soma  Shaner,  New  Holland; 
Fred  Stillwagen,  Allentown;  John  Stoner. 
Spnng  Mills:  Gerald  Stnckler.  Newmans- 
town;  John  Yuskoski,  Shickshinny;  PUERTO 
RICO:  David  Vazquez- Rivera,  Halo  Rey; 
RHOOE  ISLAND'  Tony  Mallilo,  Kingston; 
SOUTH  CAROLINA:  Jack  Cunningham,  Gil- 
bert; W.  P  Lloyd.  Walterboro,  Harold 
Mackey,  Belton;  Charles  Moore,  Spartan- 
burg; Greg  Vaught,  Florence;  Clark  Woods, 
Simpsonville;  SOUTH  DAKOTA:  Jim  Chilson, 
Roslyn;  L.  J.  DeBoer,  Chamberlain;  Arden 
Gronlund.  Rapid  City;  Jeff  Larum.  Sturgis; 
Monte  Mason.  Groton,  Francis  Murphy. 
Pierre;  Calvm  Pietz,  Mitchell;  Dewayne  Sie- 
brasse,  Flandreau;  Marty  Strasburg,  Garret- 
son;  TENNESSEE  Carl  Adams,  Cleveland; 
Ronnie  Barron,  Lexington;  David  Boreing, 
Jonesboro;  Mike  Blankenship,  Knoxville; 
Paul  Creason,  Bluff  City;  Terry  Edington. 
Baxter;  Alfred  Gilliam,  Crossville;  Herbert 
Lackey,  Cleveland,  Will  Lewis,  Nashville; 
Kenneth  Mitchell,  Nashville;  Ralph  Moffatt, 
Memphis:  Harold  Ramsey,  Sneedville;  John 
Todd,  Knoxville;  Henry  Williams,  Jackson; 
TEXAS:  Ira  Black,  Sulphur  Springs;  Benny 
Clark,  Stephenville;  Jeff  Davis,  Crockett;  Jay 
Eudy.  Plainview;  Hulan  Harris,  Big  Spring; 
William  Kulow,  Houston;  John  Phillip,  Aus- 
tin; James  Phillips,  Waco;  James  Roden, 
Denton;  Billy  Steelhammer.  Corpus  Christi; 
UTAH:  Randy  Hoffman,  Bountiful;  Paul  Pe- 
terson. Salt  Lake  City;  VIRGINIA:  Glenda 
Estep.  Wise;  James  Hively,  Broadway;  M. 
N.  Huff,  Portsmouth;  James  Huffman,  Fin- 
castle;  Carole  Lohman,  Norfolk;  D.  D. 
Oliver,  Abingdon;  J.  D   Puckett.  Naruna;  0. 
B   Roller,  Bndgewater;  Randy  Trivette, 
Richmond;  VERMONT:  Henry  Marckres, 
Montpelier;  WASHINGTON:  Dan  Birdsell, 
Deer  Park;  Ken  Brown.  Tacoma;  Fred  Coc- 
kle, Collax;  Danny  Jones,  Yakima,  Greg 
Knutzen,  Bellingham;  Buddy  Miller,  Pasco; 
Ron  Miller,  Kent;  WISCONSIN:  Archie  Ab- 
bott, Menomonie.  Howard  Chinnock,  Phil- 
lips; John  Davis,  Green  Bay;  Ray  Gibbs, 
Schofield;  Oon  Hendrickson,  Galesville;  Ron 
Koci,  Middleton;  Don  Loomans,  Eau  Claire; 
Mike  Olson,  Antigo;  Frank  Vlasak,  Slinger; 
WEST  VIRGINIA:  Brad  Durst,  Kingwood; 
Lloyd  Earnest,  Cameron;  Ron  King,  Bar- 
boursville;  Donald  Michael.  Charleston:  Or- 
ian  Post,  Clarksburg;  Elnora  Pepper,  Shady 
Spring;  Roger  Shaver,  Parkersburg;  Terry 
Washburn,  Weston;  WYOMING:  Jeff  Ket- 
chum.  Chevenne;  Shane  Sutton,  Casper 
faula;  Tom  Horschler,  Cheyenne,  Ron  Long, 
Lawton;  Keith  Robertson,  Sayre:  Dwight 
Surface,  Oklahoma  City;  Larry  Meeks,  Skia- 
took;  C.  T.  Holland,  Ada;  Paul  Hoey,  Sand 
Springs;  Thomas  House,  Achille;  OREGON: 
Ken  Ball,  Creswell;  Bob  Beckner,  Newberg; 
Will  Cahill,  Klamath  Falls;  Jim  Clark,  Corval- 


Prepared  Public  Speaking  Contest 
Sponsored  by  FMC 
Foundation. 

Each  contestant  in  the  prepared  public  speak- 
ing contest  spoke  six  to  eight  minutes  about 
an  agricultural  subiect  and  then  answered 
questions  from  the  judges  for  five  minutes. 


NOMINATING  COMMITTEE  REPORT 

We,  the  Nominating  Committee,  have  given  careful  and  deliberate  con- 
sideration to  all  applicants  running  for  National  Office.  The  Committee 
nominates  the  following  slate  of  candidates  to  the  delegates  of  the  56th  Na- 
tional  Convention  to  serve  as  National  Officers  for  the  year  1983-84: 

President— Ron  Winelnger,  Marlon,  Kansas 
Secretary— Bill  Caraway,  Clovis,  New  Mexico 

Vice  President,  Central  Region— Rhonda  M.  Scheulen,  Loose  Creek,  Missouri 
Vice  President,  Eastern  Region— Carol  Susan  Inrin,  Gafthersburg,  Maryland 
Vice  President  Southern  Region— Charles  F.  Duggar,  Jr.,  Marianna,  Florida 
Vice  President,  Western  Region-Melody  Lawson,  Peoria,  Arizona 
National  Treasurer— David  Miller,  Baltimore,  Maryland 
National  Executive  Secretary-C.  Coleman  Harris,  Washington,  D.C. 
Acting  National  Advisor-Thai  ne  McCormlck, 
Washington,  D.C. 
Gary  Fuller,  Idaho  (Chairmani 
Joe  Comer.  Tennessee  (Co^hairman) 
Eric  Bandy,  Kentucky  (Secretary) 
Curt  Bobbins,  Montana 
Chris  A.  Rapp,  West  Virginia 
Charles  Luze,  South  Dakota 
Paullauzon,  Massachusetts 
Scott  Woriey,  Georgia 
Chart  N.  Kawauchi,  Hwali 
James  W.  Warren,  Consultant 
James  P.  Clouse,  Consultant 
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Rob  Thurmond,  Jr.,  IB,  from  the  Smith 
Mountain  Virginia  FFA  Chapter  In  Moneta, 
Virginia,  won  the  1963  National  FFA  Public 
Speaking  Contest  with  his  speech  entitle 
"Is  Our  Future  Eroding?" 
choose  his  topic  beacuse  "This  will  affect 
everybody  because  agriculture  affects 
everybody." 


dent  at  the  University  of  Virginia,  said  he 
chose  his  topic  because  "this  will  affect 
everybody  because  agriculture  affects 
everybody. 
His  speech  was  as  follows: 


s 


r> 


A  lot  ol  attention  has  been  given  to  pro- 

damage water  purity.  Also  particles  of 

tecting  ourelr  am)  water  resources.  And 

chemicals    applied    to    fields    attach 

rightfully   so.    for  these  are   the  cor- 

oie  in  minutes.  Because  of  this  It  seems 

damage. 

the  most  urgent  and  Is  receiving  the  moat 

The  second  and  less  harmful  Is  wind 

Federal  control  legislation  at  this  time. 

erosion.  This  was  exhibited  fully  during 

Are  you  aware  of  the  fact  that  according  to 

the  i930'5  in  the  Dustbowl.  In  1979,  1.4 

calculations,  the  last  cubic  tool  of  com- 

million acres  of  land  were  damaged  by 

pletely  pure  air  disappeared  In  the  early 

1980's?  It's  frightening  to  realize  lhat 

the  Great  Plains,  So  It  loo  Is  a  major  force. 

Soil  erosion  has  been  occurring  ail  the 

breathes  pure  air.  So  air  pollution  Is  a  big 

time   In   large   quantities   but   hybrids, 

problem  and  deserves  all  the  attention  It 

the  decreasing  productivity  ol  eroding 

United  States  cropland.  We  can  no  longer 

Did  you  know  that  every  living  thing  must 

Is  no  problem.  The  day  ol  reckoning  may 

have  waler  to  survive?  This  is  not  so  about 

be  near.  It  is  obvious  that  something  must 

air.  Water  Is  possibly  the  most  common 

be  done.  Bui  what? 

soil  erosion.  One  of  them  Is  "no-tlll"  plan- 

99 percent  ol  all  water  cannot  be  used  as 

ting.  In  this,  traditional  plowing  Is  aban- 

It  Is.  Ninety-seven  percent  is  salt  water 

and  most  of  the  remaining  three  percent 

is  in  the  form  ol  Ice.  So  water  conserva- 

order to  help  hold  the  soil  In  place. 

tion  Is  Important.  In  1900,  we  used  600 

Another  practice  Is  terracing,  where  the 

gallons  of  water  daily  per  person.  In  1950, 

It  had  Increased  to  1000  gallons  dally  and 

it  Is  expected  to  Increase  five-fold  In  the 

therefore  slowing  It  down  and  causing 

next  SO  years.  In  light  of  our  rapidly  In- 

creasing use  of  water.  It,  too,  deserves 

strip  planting.  The  problem  with  all  of 

these  practices  Is  cost.  So  how  do  we  gel 

two  resources,  one  has  been  overlooked. 

the  farmers  to  pay  the  price  necessary  In 

Is  soil  the  last  and  least  Important  ol  our 

saving  our  soil? 

resources?  Does  II  matter  It  we  die  In 

minutes  without  air.  days  without  water, 

philosophies  exist.  The  first  Is  the  man- 

or |ust  a  few  short  weeks  without  the  pro- 

datory or  "red  ticket"  concept  that  would 

ducts  of  the  soil?  The  end  result  Is  the 

require  a  land  user  lo  Implement  conser- 

vation practices  or  become  Ineligible  for 

The  thing  that  damages  the  soil  the 

crop  Insurance,  commodity  payments, 

most  is  soil  erosion.  An  average  of  six  to 

farmland  tax  assessment  benefits,  and 

ten  Ions  of  topsoll  Is  lost  from  each  acre 

other  U.S.  Department  of  Agriculture  pro- 

per  year.  Virginia  has  an  average  of  seven 

tons  per  acre.  But  in  other  places  losses 

of  100  to  200  tons  per  acre  occur  frequent- 

every year  and  also  conservation  prac- 

ly.  To  put  this  in  perspective  an  acre  ol 

soil  one  inch  deep  weighs  about  ISO 

llclpatlng    in    U.S. DA.    programs,    not 

seem  that  great.  Bui  eroding  at  a  (our  per- 

cent annual  rate,  the  topsoll  will  vanish  In 

The  other  philosophy  Is  the  voluntary- 

Fertile  soil  Is  not  unlimited  depth.  The 

Thls  would  Identify  larmers  using  conser- 

p0,iidn  thT  *h'iih  cr°ps,canlbeh3t  to 

ratlF^prarftlC0S  T  hma!iehathem  ellolble 

dozens  of8fee?m  depW fraction  of  a 

before  and  has  had  limited  effectiveness. 

ton  lo  two  tons  per  acre  are  replaced  each 

The  best  solution  seems  to  be  a  com- 

; year  by  topsoll  (ormatlon,  but  this  scarce- 

bination  ol  both  voluntary  and  mandatory 

acre  per  year.  In  Iowa,  which  produces 

developed  such  a  program.  II  Is  a  20  year 

one-fifth  of  the  entire  United  States  com 

plan  called  Iowa  Soli  2000.  Financial  incen- 

crop,  tne  topsoll  was  an  average  depth  of 

are  the  cornerstones  for  this  program. 

are  only  eight  inches— half  the  topsoll 

Bui  It  provides  for  mandatory  enforce- 

gone In  a  century.  A  new  agriculture 

ment  o'  soli  loss  limits,  it  emphasizes 

erosion  rates,  com  and  soybean  yields  In 

our  soil,  programs  such  as  this  must  be 

tfie  combelt  states  may  drop  by  as  much 

as  30  percent  In  the  next  50  years. 

This  poses  some  tough  choices  (or 

farmers  and  policy  makers.  The  main  pro- 

biem and  as  John  Block,  Secretary  of 

blem  in  any  program  Is  money  and  this  Is 

Agriculture,  says,  soil  erosion  Is  "poten- 

difficult to  come  by  In  these  uncertain 

tially  the  most  serious  problem  we  face." 

times.  But  to  save  our  soil  and  our  future, 

But  wtiat  causes  this  serious  problem? 

TTiere  are  two  ma|or  forces  that  cause 

We  must  realize  that  soil  Is  the  basis  tor 

agriculture  and  the  American  economy. 

picks  up  and  carries  small  particles  of  soil 

great   Industry   of  agriculture  are  the 

Influence  on   the   national   leaders  to 

Because  of  this,  soil  erosion  Is  a  major 

preserve  our  good  American  farmland. 

contributor  to  water  pollution.  The  soil  Is 

We  cannot  stand  Idly  by,  Ignoring  the  pro- 

,  while  watching  our  future  t 
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Agricultural 
Career  Show 


The  National  Agricultural  Career  Show  is  an 
exposition  ot  careers  in  agriculture  and  agri- 
business It  is  a  place  where  FFA  members 
and  advisors  can  visit  on  a  one-to-one  basis 
with  representatives  trom  industry,  govern- 
ment, professional  associations  and  educa- 
tional institutions  It's  this  personal  conver- 
sation with  a  professional  lhat  may  make  an 
FFA  member  select  a  certain  career  or  explore 
more  opportunities  in  the  many  and  diversified 
career  fields  In  agriculture 
Career  Show  exhibitors  are  encouraged  to 
demonstrate,  answer  questions,  and  display 
those  things  of  interest  to  people  with  a  keen 
interest  in  agriculture  Things  such  as  edu- 
cation and  experience  required  for  careers, 
lob  opportunities,  educational  materials  for 
use  in  agricultural  education,  new  products, 
and  new  agricultural  technologies  being  de- 
veloped. 


AG/PAC 

AGRICULTURAL  COMMUNICATORS  IN 

EDUCATION 
AGRIOATA  RESOURCES,  INC 
AGRI-FARM  PUBLICATIONS,  INC. 
AGRO-PLUS 

ALPHA  GAMMA  RHO  FRATERNITY 
AMERICAN  AGRICULTURAL  EDITORS 

ASSOCIATION 
AMERICAN  ANGUS  ASSOCIATION 
AMERICAN  ASSOCIATION  FOR 

VOCATIONAL  INSTRUCTIONAL 

MATERIALS 
AMERICAN  ASSOCIATION  OF 

NURSERYMEN 
AMERICAN  BREEDERS  SERVICE 
AMERICAN-INTERNATIONAL  CHAROLAIS 

ASSOCIATION 
AMERICAN  MORGAN  HORSE  INSTITUTE 
AMERICAN  PHYTOPATHOLOGICAL  SOCIETY 
AMERICAN  POLLEO  HEREFORD 

ASSOCIATION 
AMERICAN  QUARTER  HORSE  ASSOCIATION 
AMERICAN  SIMMENTAL  ASSOCIATION 
AMERICAN  SOYBEAN  ASSOCIATION 
AMERICAN  VETERINARY  MEOICAL 

ASSOCIATION 
ASSOCIATED  MILK  PRODUCERS.  INC. 
BERGWALL  PRODUCTIONS.  INC. 
BIO-ZYME  ENTERPRISES.  INC 
BLACK  HAWK  COLLEGE 
BOB  JONES  UNIVERSITY 
BRIGGS  &  STRATTON  CORP. 
BUREAU  OF  THE  CENSUS 
CARNATION  COMPANY 
J  I  CASE,  AGRICULTURAL  EQUIPMENT 

DIVISION 
CHRYSLER  CORPORATION 
COLBY  COMMUNITY  COLLEGE 
COMPUTER  AGRI-VENTURE 
CONSERVATION  TILLAGE  INFORMATION 

CENTER 
DEERE  &  COMPANY 
DEKALB  AGRESEARCH,  INC 
DELAVAL  AG  DIVISION 


DELMAR  PUBLISHERS  INC 

DICKEY-JOHN  CORPORATION 

DOW  CHEMICAL  U.S.A. 

EDGE  LEARNING 

ENTOMOLOGICAL  SOCIETY  OF  AMERICA 

ESTECH. INC 

FARM  &  INDUSTRIAL  EQUIPMENT 

INSTITUTE 
FARM  EQUIPMENT  GUIDE 
FARMHOUSE  FRATERNITY 
FEDERAL  AVIATION  ADMINISTRATION 
UNIVERSITY  OF  FLORIDA;  COLLEGE  OF 

AGRICULTURE 
FORT  HAYS  STATE  UNIVERSITY 
UNIVERSITY  OF  GEORGIA.  AGRICULTURAL 

ENGINEERING  DEPT 
HACH  CHEMICAL  COMPANY 
HESSTON  CORPORATION 
THE  HUNGER  PROJECT 
UNIVERSITY  OF  ILLINOIS,  COLLEGE  OF 

AGRICULTURE 
UNIVERSITY  OF  ILLINOIS;  INSTRUCTIONAL 

MATERIALS  LABORATORY 
INTERNATIONAL  ARABIAN  HORSE 

ASSOCIATION 
INTERNATIONAL  6RANGUS  BREEDERS 

ASSOCIATION 
INTERNATIONAL  MINERALS  S  CHEM 

CORPrRALGRO 
JACKSON  S  MANKATO  AVTLS 
KANSAS  STATE  UNIVERSITY;  COLLEGE  OF 

AGRICULTURE 
LINCOLN  UNIVERSITY 
LOUISIANA  STATE  UNIVERSITY 
UNIVERSITY  OF  MARYLANO;  INSTITUTE  OF 

APPLIED  AGRICULTURE 
MID-AMERICA  NAZARENE  COLLEGE, 

AGRICULTURAL  PROGRAM 
UNIVERSITY  OF  MINNESOTA 
UNIVERSITY  OF  MISSOURI  -  COLUMBIA 

COLLEGE  OF  AGRICULTURE 
MOBAY  CHEMICAL  CORPORATION, 

AGRICULTURAL  CHEMICALS  DIV 
NATIONAL  AGRICULTURAL  AVIATION 

ASSOCIATION 
NATIONAL  ASSOCIATION  FOR  SWINE 

RECORDS 
NATIONAL  ASSOCIATION  OF  ANIMAL 

BREEDERS 
NATIONAL  ASSOCIATION  OF  FARM 

BROADCASTERS 
NATIONAL  ASSSOCIATION  OF  STATE 

UNIVERSITIES  AND  LAND  GRANT 

COLLEGES 
NATIONAL  FARMERS  ORGANIZATION 
NATIONAL  FOOD  ANO  ENERGY  COUNCIL 
NATIONAL  GRAIN  AND  FEED  ASSOCIATION 
NATIONAL  GUARD  BUREAU 
NATIONAL  HAMPSHIRE  JUNIOR 

ASSOCIATION 
NATIONAL  RIFLE  ASSOCIATION;  PUBLIC 

EDUCATION  DIVISION 
NATIONAL  SOCIETY  OF  LIVESTOCK 

RECORD  ASSOCIATIONS 
NATIONAL  VOCATIONAL  AGRICULTURAL 

TEACHERS  ASSOCIATION 
NATIONAL  WEATHER  SERVICE  CENTRAL 

REGION;  DATA  ACQUISITION  DIVISION 
NEW  YORK  STATE  COLLEGE  OF  AGRI  S 

LIFE  SCIENCES;  CORNELL  UNIVERSITY 
NORTH  AMERICAN  LIMOUSIN 

FOUNDATION 


NORTH  CAROLINA  STATE  UNIVERSITY 
NORTHWEST  MISSOURI  STATE 

UNIVERSITY 
THE  OHIO  STATE  UNIVERSITY;  COLLEGE 
OF  AGRICULTURE  AND  HOME 
ECONOMICS 
THE  OHIO  STATE  UNIVERSITY; 

AGRICULTURAL  TECHNICAL  INSTITUTE 
PARK  COLLEGE 
PEACE  CORPS 

PIONEER  HI-BRED  INTERNATIONAL,  INC 
POSTSECONOARY  AGRICULTURAL 

STUDENTS 
POULTRY  SCIENCE  ASSOCIATION.  INC 
PRENTICE-HALL  MEDIA 
PROVIMI.  INC. 
PSYCHOGRAPHICS 
PURDUE  UNIVERSITY;  SCHOOL  OF 

AGRICULTURE 
RADIO  SHACK 

REMINGTON  ARMS  COMPANY,  INC. 
RENCO  CORPORATION 
RURITAN  NATIONAL 
SAM  ASSOCIATES 
SEALD-SWEET  GROWERS.  INC 
SELECT  SIRES.  INC. 
SHELL  CHEMICAL  COMPANY; 

AGRICULTURAL  CHEMICALS 
A.  0.  SMITH.  CORP 

SMITH  EOUIPMENT  DIV  ,  TESCOM  CORP. 
SNELL  SYSTEMS.  INC. 
SOCIETY  FOR  RANGE  MANAGEMENT 
SOCIETY  OF  AMERICAN  FLORISTS;  THE 

CENTER  FOR  COMMERCIAL 

FLORICULTURE 
SOCIETY  OF  AMERICAN  FORESTERS 
SOUTHEAST  COMMUNITY  COLLEGE 
STEIGER  TRACTOR  INC. 
STONE  MANUFACTURING  &  SUPPLY 

COMPANY 
STUDENT  CONSERVATION  ASSOCIATION. 

INC. 
TARHEEL  PEANUTS 
TEXAS  ASI  UNIVERSITY 
TEXAS  ASM  UNIVERSITY,  COLLEGE  OF 

AGRICULTURE 
TRI-L  MANUFACTURING,  INC. 
TRI-STATE  BREEDERS  COOPERATIVE 
UNITED  STATES  AIR  FORCE 
UNITED  STATES  ARMY  RECRUITING 

COMMAND 
UNITED  STATES  FISH  &  WILDLIFE  SERVICE 
UNITED  STATES  MARINE  CORPS 
UNITED  STATES  NAVY  RECRUITING 

COMMAND 
UPJOHN  COMPANY 

USDA;  FARMERS  HOME  ADMINISTRATION 
USDA,  FEDERAL  CROP  INSURANCE 

CORPORATION 
USDA;  FOOD  AND  DRUG  ADMINISTRATION 
USDA;  FOREST  SERVICE;  MARK  TWAIN 

NATIONAL  FOREST 
USDA;  SOIL  CONSERVATION  SERVICES 
VERSATILE  FARM  EQUIPMENT  CORP 
VIGORTONE  AG  PRODUCTS 
VIRGINIA  TECH 
WATSON,  PEARCE  LEADERSHIP 

SPECIALISTS 
WILDLIFE  SOCIETY,  MISSOURI  CHAPTER 
WILMINGTON  COLLEGE  OF  OHIO 


Extemporaneous  Public 
Speaking  Contest 

Sponsored  by  American 
Farm  Bureau 
Foundation. 


In  the  extemporaneous  public  speaking  con- 
test, FFA  members  draw  two  categories  con- 
cerning production  agriculture,  agribusiness 
and  leadership.  Then  they  draw  one  topic  from 
each  of  the  two  categories  and  choose  one 

from  which  they  wish  to  build  their  speech  Tony  Edmond  of  Dublin.  Georgia, 
Each  contestant  is  given  30  minutes  to  prepare  mn  me  National  FFA  Extemporaneous 
the  four  to  six  minute  speech.  After  the  pres-  SpMk|„„  crUM,  lalkino  about  "The 
entalion  to  the  convention  audience,  each  con-    „         ,  &  s 

testan answered  the  ,udges  questronsforfive    toertc„  Ag^cultural  Martrcts." 


NATIONAL  FFA  CALENDAR 


We,  the  1963  National  FFA  Calendar 
Committee,  would  like  to  thank  the 
1,200  FFA  chapters  that  have  taken  ad- 
vantage of  the  FFA  calendar  program 
as  a  means  to  promote  the  FFA 
organization.  We  wish  to  submit  recom- 
mendations so  that  the  popularity  and 
success  of  the  FFA  calendar  program 
will  continue.  The  recommendations 


1.  Distribute  a  questionnaire  to 
agriculture  teachers  as  a  means  of 
determining  why  more  chapters  do  not 
make  use  of  the  FFA  calendar  program. 

2.  Place  advertisements  in  The  Na- 
tional FUTURE  FARMER  magazine 
aimed  at  the  potential  sponsors  of 
the  calendar  program. 


A.  Educate  teachers  to  use  calendars 
and  fill  out  order  forms,  with  emphasis 
on  new  teachers  in  the  early  fall. 


7.  Consider  operating  through  direct 
sales  rather  than  by  mail.  Emphasis 
should  be  on  contacting  students 
directly. 

8.  Consider  distributing  unsold  calen- 
dars at  state  leadership  conferences 
and  camping  programs.-* 


level.  These  can  be  used  in  state 
newsletters  to  promote  calendar  sales. 
10.  Stress  the  calendar  program  at 
Washington  Conference  Program  and 
State  Presidents  Conference.  The  Na- 
tional FFA  Calendar  Committee  would 
like  to  congratulate  Jack  Pitzer  and  his 
staff  for  their  continued  efforts  toward 
the  growth  of  the  calendar  program. 
Respectfully  submitted, 
National  FFA  Calendar  Committee 
Bryan  Hill,  South  Carolina,  co-chairman 
Carol  Callaway,  Texas,  co-chairman 
Jeffrey  Werner,  Alaska 
Janell  Carlson,  Alaska 
Lisa  Conway,  Delaware 
Lance  E.  Walker,  Michigan 
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Good  <lay,  I  am  speaker  four.  My  topic  is 
related  to  agriculture  and  my  subject 
"The  Role  ot  Exports  in  the  Structure  of 
American  Agricultural  Markets." 

With  agriculture  production  so  high  as  it 
is  today,  exports  are  very  important  in  the 
structure  of  U.S.  agriculture  markets.  Ex- 
ports provide  30  percent  of  cash  receipts 
of  the  American  fanner  today.  Therefore, 
these  exports  are  vttal  to  the  U.S. 
agriculturist  We  export  a  third  of  feed 
grain  and  tobacco  from  our  markets  here 
in  the  U.S.  We  export  30  percent  ol  our 
soybeans.  Thirty  percent!  This  is  an  im- 
pressive figure.  Now,  therefore  just  by 
sheer  numbers  it  seems  that  these  ex- 
ports are  vital  to  the  U.S.  farmers,  but  I've 
told  you  only  in  number  how  vital  they  are. 
But  now  I  want  to  tell  you  in  words. 

Markets  have  to  be  kept  open  in  order 
that  we  have  places  to  market  the  product 
of  our  toil.  It  is  important  that  we  be  able 
to  sell  and  get  this  Income  we  need  to 
keep  in  business.  This  is  the  bottom  Ime. 
We  have  to  remain  in  business. 

As  a  farmer ,  I  myself  know  that  many  of 
my  fellow  farmers  have  "gone  under"  so 
to  speak.  They've  gone  bankrupt  In  other 
words.  And  the  problem  is  that  the  timoir. 
not  right  for  marketing.  Therefore,  the 
prices  they  get  for  thetr  products  are  very 
low  and  do  not  get  the  expenses  back  out 
of  the  crops  they  sell.  Therefore,  I  say 
that  we  have  to  become  "price  makers" 
instead  of  "price  takers"  as  agriculturist 
Therefore,  I  lee!  exports  are  important. 

Now  exports  in  my  opinion  should 
become  a  part  of  the  American  farmers' 
responsibility.  In  other  words,  I  feel  he 
should  he  able  to  export  as  he  needs  to. 
ExpoJrt  and  sell  directly  to  foreign 
markets.  Because  it  is  important  that  we 
have  the  right  price  to  be  able  to  sefl  when 
we  have  to  and  hold  when  we  have  to. 
Therefore,  we  figure  in  expenses,  figure 
in  our  effort  and  back  out  of  it  rf  we  have  to 
because  we  are  rut  just  to  this  to  survive. 
We  want  to  make  a  profit 

Farming  is  a  business  just  like  any 
other  business.  Being  an  agriculturalist  is 
just  like  being  employed  by  any  other 
business  in  the  United  Slates  of  America. 
Therefore,  I  feel  that  the  United  States  of 
America  has  a  debt  to  its  farmers. 
Therefore,  we  should  allow  the  farmer  to 
be  able  to  sell  his  exports  as  he  needs  to. 

Now  It  is  more  man  just  a  question  of 
how  important  these  exports  are.  There  is 
the  question  of  who  has  control  ol  them] 
and  who  Is  going  to  structure  the  markets 
tor  the  American  fanner. 


enough  to  supply  the  farmer  with  his  ex- 
pense money  and  the  profit  for  his  time 

Now,  tabor  for  the  farmer  is  just  like  fw 
anybody  else,  it  costs.  It  costs  toriave 
labor  and  it  costs  the  farmer  to  labor 
himself.  So,  I  feel  thai  as  we  work  in  the 


fields  ot  market  to  get  the  product  ot  our 
toil,  I  believe  that  the  export  markets  are 
important  and  significant  to  us.  As 
farmers  we  know  exactly  how  important 

So,  I  feel  that  the  farmer  himself  should 
have  the  option  of  deciding  how  he  is  go- 
ing to  market  his  crops,  how  he  is  going  to 
market  his  soybeans  and  how  he  is  going 
to  market  his  wheat  in  order  that  we  can 
get  the  price  we  need  in  order  to  survive 

Now,  1  teel  that  as  we  market  these 
things  through  the  federal  government,  I 
leel  that  somewhere  along  the  line  we  are 
not  getting  a  lair  shake.  Because  as  we 
look  and  see  the  people  who  we  are  sell- 
ing to,  we  have  embargoes  to  people  and 
we  have  trade  wars  and  all  these  things. 

The  American  farmer's  products  are  be- 
ing used  as  a  bargaining  tool.  And  1  feel 
like  this  is  a  very  expensive  tool  for  the 
American  farmer  and  to  others  who  we 
are  using  this  tool  against 

I  teel  that  using  farm  products  as  a 
bargaining  tool  is  cruel  to  the  point  where 
people  who  need  these  products  cant 
get  them.  The  farmers  who  need  to  sen 
can't  sell. 

Now,  the  Soviets  as  you  know  are  big 
buyers  of  our  American  wheat  We  lad 
embargoes  to  them  and  ft  seems  that  It 
hasn't  affected  the  Soviets.  This  is  a  mat- 
ter of  "hind  sight"  I  am  sure.  You  will  find 
that  as  we  use  these  things  as  bargaining 
toots  it  doesn't  really  work.  Because 
there  are  other  markets  ready  and  eager 
to  jump  at  the  chances  we  vacated  as 
American  tanners  and  as  American  Politi- 
cians. So,  I  feel  that  the  American  farmer 
has  the  export  market  as  the  major  part  of 

Wa  have  to  soil  these  products.  Wa 
have  to  sell  them  at  a  price  we  need. 
Therefore,  I  feel  that  as  we  sell  the  role  of 
the  exports  to  the  American  farmer  Is  ol 
the  upmost  urgency.  We  need  to  atruc- 
ture  the  market  as  much  as  we  need  to 
have  them  structured. 


KEEPING  AMERICA 
ON  THE  GROW 
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Falkville;  M.  Wayne  Wootten.  Henagar;  Alaska:  Janell 
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York:  Melame  Cook.  Burke;  Ramon  E.  Reyes,  Jr.,  War- 
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COLLEGIATE  AG  ED 
DEVELOPMENT 

We  the  members  of  the  1983  Col- 
legiate Agriculture  Education  Develop- 
ment Committee  realize  that  the 
development  of  collegiate  agriculture 
education  would  develop  the  ideals, 
philosophies  of  agriculture  as  well  as 
encourage  leadership,  citizenship, 
character  and  improvement.  Realizing 
this,  we  the  committee  have  proposed 
the  following  recommendations: 

1.  Define  Collegiate  FFA  by  getting 
the  national  organization  to  encompass 
the  many  different  names  each  univer- 
sity has  for  their  own  agricultural 
education  organization. 

2.  Have  each  state  agricultural 
university  submit  a  basic,  concise  na- 
tional report  on  what  they  (the  universi- 
ty) are  teaching  in  regard  to  FFA  to  their 
college  students.  The  report  forms 
would  be  compiled  and  standardized  by 
the  national  center. 

3.  Contests  are  an  intregal  part  of  the 
FFA  since  most  college  students  do  not 
have  a  SOE  program  they  miss  one  part 
of  the  FFA.  With  no  contests  or  leader- 
ship skills  test  they  miss  another  part. 
We  feel  that  contests,  speaking, 
leadership,  judging  and  etc..,,  are 
beneficial  so  that  the  college  students 
are  getting  at  least  two  parts  of  the  FFA 
program.  So,  we  the  committee  sug- 
gest that  the  National  Center  setup 
competitive  contests  between  col- 
legiate organizations  who  have  paid  the 
required  dues. 

4.  Resources  of  time  and  money 
should  be  allocated  for  state  and  na- 
tional staff  to  help  the  collegiate 
chapter  in  that  state  white  setting 
guidelines  for  the  chapter.  Meetings 
should  be  held  with  national  staff 
members  to  evaluate  and  determine 
the  purposes  of  Collegiate  FFA  or 
Agricultural  Education  Organization. 

In  summary,  we  the  members  of  the 
Collegiate    Agricultural    Education 
Development  Committee  strongly  urge 
the  board  of  directors  to  show  some 
positive  evidence  that  our  four  basic 
recommendations    are    considered 
because  we  teel  Collegiate  Agricultrual 
Education    Development   should    be 
made  a  high  priority. 
Respectfully  submitted, 
Rick  Malir,  Kansas,  chairman 
T.D.    Hostikka,    Washington,    co- 
chairman 

Jeannette  Ruhlman,  South  Dakota 
Cheryl  Shininger,  Ohio 
Sure  He  Bazen,  Texas 
Lance  Riddle,  Missouri 
AnthorajWlilo,  Rhode  Island 


NATIONAL  FFA 
SUPPLY  SERVICE 

We.  the  members  of  the  1983  National 
FFA  Supply  Service  Committee,  offer 
the  following  recommendations: 

1.  The  supply  service  broaden  the 
line  of  convention  momentos  such  as 
pre-screened  t-shlrts  and  caps  with  the 
convention  dates  and  Kansas  City 
printed  on  them. 

2.  The  supply  service  send  out 
notices  in  pre-conventlon  registration 
and  also  have  announcements  featured 
in  the  FFA  Times  and  THE  NATIONAL 
FUTURE  FARMER  magazine.  Members 
should  patronize  the  supply  service 
booth  rather  than  the  souvenir  shops 
on  the  streets  and  in  hotel  lobbies  at 
the  National  FFA  Convention. 

3.  The  committee  strongly  recom- 
mends that  the  supply  service  delete 
telephone  service  charges  in  order  to 
continue  a  "service"  to  FFA  members 
and  encourage  business  to  the  supply 
service. 

4.  The  supply  service  keep  the  pro- 
gram catalog  and  the  supply  service 
catalog  as  two  separate  publications. 

5.  The  supply  service  add  the  follow- 
ing items  to  the  supply  service  catalog: 

a.  video-tapes  of  extem- 
poraneous and  prepared  public 
speaking  contests. 

b.  baseball  and  football 
jerseys. 

6.  The  supply  service  discontinue  the 
standard  light  blue  tie  and  that  it  be 
removed  from  the  catalog  as  part  of  the 
official  dress. 

7.  The  supply  service  readjust  the  let- 
tering on  the  girls  -scarf  so  It  can  be 
seen  when  tied. 

8.  The  supply  service  use 
photographs  rather  than  artwork  for  il- 
lustrating all  items  In  the  catalog. 

10.  The  supply  service  study  the 
feasibility  of  using  national  foundation 
monies  for  the  development  of  bi- 
lingual literature,  such  as  Spanish,  due 
to  possible  necessity. 

11.  The  National  FFA  Board  of  Direc- 
tors submit  an  annual  report  of  the  ac- 
tion taken  on  these  and  all  other  com- 
mittees recommendations  to  future 
delegates  of  the  National  FFA  Conven- 
tion. 

We  would  like  to  both  thank  and  com- 
mend Harry  Andrews,  director,  and  the 
National  FFA  Supply  Service  staff  for 
holding  true  to  the  objectives  on  which 
the  supply  service  was  founded  in  1948. 
Respectfully  submitted, 
Mark  Beemer,  Iowa,  co-chairman 


Todd  Milter,  Indiana 
Keith  Monroe,  Rhode  Island 
Rick  Dado,  Wisconsin 
Joe  Bowman,  Virginia 
Miles  Bradshaw,  Texas 
Kipling  Godwin,  North  Carolina,  co- 
chairman 
Judy  Wolfe,  North  Dakota,  secretary 

NATIONAL  FFA 
ALUMNI 

We,  the  delegates  serving  as  the  Na- 
tional FFA  Convention,  wish  to  express 
our  thanks  to  Robert  Cox,  Harold 
Lineberry,  Eldon  Witt,  James  Ertl,  Greg 
Schafer,  Milton  Natush,  and  Wayne 
Nattress  for  the  time  spent  in  working 
with  us.  We  feel  that  a  strong  FFA 
Alumni  is  of  vital  importance  to  the 
development  and  continued  growth  of 
past  and  present  members  and  other 
friends  of  the  Future  Farmers  of 
America.  We  therefore  suggest  the 
following  actions  to  be  taken  by  the  Na- 
tional FFA  Alumni  and  the  National  FFA 
Organization. 

1.  Continue  to  develop  all  areas  of 
governmental  support  so  as  to  keep 
the  FFA  and  vocational  agricultural 
education  on  the  minds  of  all 
government  leaders. 

2.  Distribute  alumni  information  to 
American  Farmer  Degree  reci- 
pients. This  information  should  In- 
clude the  following: 

a.  National  FFA  Alumni  Associa- 
tion handbook, 

b.  Other  information  concern- 
ing the  Alumni. 

c.  Congratulatory  letter. 
This  Information  should  also  be 
made  available  to  all  state  officers 
who  desire  it. 

3.  Alumni  representatives  should 
be  made  available  to  attend  ap- 
propriate state  functions  and  give  a 
report  or  workshop  to  vo-ag  instruc- 
tors. 

4.  The  National  FFA  Alumni 
should  Inform  Collegiate  FFA 
members  of  the  importance  of  the 
alumni  and  encourage  collegiate 
members  to  become  alumni 
members. 

5.  FFA  alumni  presentations 
should  be  expanded  in  National 
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Leadership  Conferences  for  State 
Officers  programs.  Alumni 
representatives  should  be  Included 
for  discuttlon  and  questions. 

6.    The    FFA    alumni    should 
publicize  the  FFA  Alumni  Legion  of 
Merit. 
We  also  encourage  each  state  officer 
team  to: 

1.  Make  themselves  available  to 
FFA  Alumni  at  state  functions. 

2.  Include  FFA  Alumni  public  rela- 
tions during  chapter  visits. 

3.  Become  lifetime  members  of 
the  FFA  Alumni  so  as  to  work  closer 
with  both  organizations. 

Mike  Barrett,  Nebraska  chairman 

Bruce  A.  Buck,  Maine  co-chairman 

Donald  Westerman,  Arkansas 

M.  Wayne  Wootten,  Alabama 

Alan  Axton,  Colorado 

Kurt  Rahe,  Illinois 

Ramon  E.  Reyes  Jr.,  New  York 

NATIONAL 
PROGRAM  OF 
ACTIVITIES 

We,  the  members  of  the  1983  National 
Program  of  Activities  Committee 
realize  the  significance  of  our  role  in 
serving  on  one  of  the  constitutional 
committees. 

We  have  carefully  examined  the  1983- 
1984  national  program  of  activities  and 
have  found  it  to  be  complete  and  fully 
explained.  The  format  for  printing  was 
found  to  be  very  functional.  After  a 
complete  analysis  of  the  1983-1984  pro- 
gram of  activities,  we  make  the  follow- 
ing recommendations: 

1.  The  national  FFA  Board  of  Direc- 
tors implement  a  policy  whereby  an 
adequate  amount  of  time  be  provided 
to  Inform  sponsors,  state  associations 
and  membership  for  their  reactions 
before  final  National  FFA  Board  action 
is  taken  that  will  affect  a  majority  of  the 
FFA  membership. 

2.  Continue  promotion  of  the  100  Per- 
cent Plus  Chapter  Program  and  the  10- 
Plus  program. 

3.  Constantly  strive  to  improve  and  in- 
crease FFA  membership  through  the 
use  of  all  available  resources. 

4.  Action  should  be  taken  to  curtail 
the  flow  of  counterfeit  items  to  the  FFA 
members.  This  adversely  affects  our 
FFA  members  by  taking  away  from  the 
supply  service. 

5.  We  recommend  that  special  em- 
phasis be  put  on  the  development  and 
growth  of  the  National  Alumni  Associa- 
tion. 

6.  Develop  a  new  official  FFA  wall 
calendar  with  file  pockets. 

7.  Contest  should  be  modernized 
with  the  assistance  from  industry  spon- 
sors when  necessary. 

8.  We  propose  that  the  National  FFA 
organization  creed  speaking  contest 
forgreenhands. 

9.  More  emphasis  should  be  put  on 
BOAC,  National  Chapter  Award  and 
Safety. 

10.  A  greater  effort  be  made  on  the 
part  of  the  national  organization  to 
nf  orm  members  of  national  activities. 

11.  We  commend  the  national 
organization  for  effectively  developing 
and  Implementing  the  national  media 
campaign. 

12.  Encourage  state  associations  to 
participate  in  both  the  Inbound  and  out- 
bound programs  of  the  WEA. 

13.  Encourage  all  chapters  to  become 
familiar  with  and  expand  local  com- 
puter programs. 

14.  The  National  FUTURE  FARMER 
magazine  should  rotate  the  cover  story 
from  region  to  region  with  each  issue. 

15.  The  cover  story  topics  should  be 
rotated  with  every  issue  so  that  all 
aspects  of  agriculture  will  be  covered. 

16.  The  national  organization  should 
use  the  magazine  as  medium  for  in- 
forming the  membership  of  current 
issues  within  the  organization. 

17.  Highly  encourage  the  possibility 
of  establishment  of  a  national  toll-free 
number  to  the  supply  service  for  phone 
orders. 


18.  Encourage  the  supply  service  to 
supply  and  advertise  commomorative 
convention  Items  for  sale  at  the  con- 
vention. 

19.  Adopt  one  standard  official  tie. 

We  suggest  that  the  above  recom- 
mendations be  carefully  examined  and 
taken  Into  consideration  by  the  national 
organization. 

Respectfully  submitted  by  the  1983  Pro- 
gram of  Activities  Committee, 
Dale  Beaty,  Wisconsin,  chairman 
Hayne  Feary,  Alabama,  co-chair 
Melanie  Cook,  New  York,  secretary 
Paul  Schweigert,  Alaska 
Elizabeth  Graham,  Massachusetts 
Scott  Bourn,  West  Virginia 
Johnny  Corder,  Mississippi 
Carolyn  Witmer,  Pennsylvania 

INTERNATIONAL 

We,  the  International  Programs  Com- 
mittee of  the  56th  National  Convention 
of  the  Future  Farmers  of  America,  In 
hopes  of  promoting  and  expanding  par- 
ticipation In  the  WEA  international  pro- 
gram, submit  the  following  suggestions 
and  recommendations: 

1.  Have  articles  about  inbound  and 
outbound  WEA  participants  In  The  Na- 
tional Future  Farmer  magazine  at  least 
once  a  year,  in  addition  to  the  articles 
on  travel  seminars. 

2.  Have  the  national  officers  and/or 
International  Department  represen- 
tatives spend  at  least  one  hour  speak- 
ing about  inbound  WEA  programs  at 
the  National  Leadership  Conferences 
for  state  officers. 

3.  Continue  using  Puerto  Rico  as  a 
cultural  learning  stop-over  for  out- 
bound students  going  to  Spanish- 
speaking  countries. 

4.  Have  the  International  Department 
send  promotional  paraphernalia  for 
booths,  exhibits  or  presentations  to 
state  conventions. 

5.  Mall  WEA  information  to 
Washington  Conference  Program  par- 
ticipants toward  the  latter  part  of 
November  and  again  on  the  first  of 
May. 

6.  Have  the  International  Department 
send  pre-wrltten  articles  to  state  FFA 
offices  for  use  in  their  respective  state 
FFA  publications. 

7.  Have  state  associations  and  local 
chapters  use  past  WEA  participants  as 
personal  contacts  between  members, 
state  officers,  possible  host  families 
and  other  people  interested  in  the  WEA 
program. 

8.  Have  state  officers  promote  the 
WEA  program  while  on  chapter  visits 
and  while  speaking  at  various  func- 
tions. 

9.  Have  all  state  associations  and 
local  chapters  involve  students  in  their 
activities. 

10.  Use  and  develop  United  States 
Agency  for  International  Development. 

11.  Make  pre-recorded  radio  tapes 
available,  explaining  both  the  Inbound 
and  outbound  programs. 

12.  Have  the  FFA  continue  to 
cooperate  with  agriculture  organiza- 
tions to  better  promote  the  WEA  pro- 
gram through  their  publications. 

13.  In  addition  to  national  recognition, 
have  states  give  special  recognition  to 
their  host  families. 

14.  Include  Information  pertaining  to 
National  WEA  Scholarships  in  interna- 
tional program  materials. 

15.  Continue  support  of  President's 
International  Youth  Exchange. 

We,  the   International  Committee, 
wish  to  extend  our  sincere  thanks  and 
appreciation  to  Rich  Kimble,  FFA  Inter- 
national Department  Staff  member. 
Respectfully  submitted, 
Jan  Maahs,  Nebraska,  chairman 
Linda  Orlovski,  Colorado,  secretary 
John  Houston,  Tennessee 
Brad  Temple,  Illinois 

Janice  Johnson,  New  Jersey 
Gary  Larrowe,  Virginia 
Tony  Hodges,  Louisiana 
Rick  Kimble,  FFA  International 
Department  staff  member 
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CONTESTS 

We,  the  National  Contests  Commit- 
tee of  the  56th  National  Convention,  In 
hopes  of  improving  national  contests, 
submit  the  following  recommenda- 
tions: 

We  believe  that  instruction  in  a  par- 
ticular area  ot  vocational  agriculture 
should  be  available  to  the  entire  class 
at  the  high  school  level.  The  national 
contests  should  be  a  reflection  of  the 
curriculum  of  the  local  vo-ag  class,  and 
we  strongly  suggest  that  emphasis  be 
placed  on  total  instruction,  rather  than 
Ihe  preparation  of  a  team  in  anticipation 
of  competition.  The  success  of  a  team 
should  reflect  on  the  quality  of 
classroom  instruction  at  the  level  of  the 
local  chapters. 

The  National  FFA  Board  of  Directors 
has  eliminated  the  dairy  cattle  and  milk 
quality  and  dairy  foods  contests,  but 
have  demonstrated  an  interest  in 
replacing  these  with  two  similar  con- 
tests. 

We  strongly  suggest  the  revised  con- 
lests  be  a  follows: 

1.  A  dairy  cattle  contest  that  would 
stress  the  production  aspects  of  the 
dairy  industry.  In  addition  to  judging, 
we  believe  the  contest  should  test  the 
contestants'  abilities  in  other  areas  of 
production  including  breeding, 
feeding,  records,  marketing  and  selec- 
tion based  on  records. 

We  anticipate  that  this  expanded  pro- 
gram would  greatly  enhance  the  quality 
of  the  contest  and  its  completion. 

2.  We  strongly  recommend  a  contest 
to  replace  milk  quality  and  dairy  foods 
that  would  encompass  the  skills  of  the 
milk  processing  and  marketing.  We 
suggest  a  means  of  testing  the 
members'  skills  in  recognizing  quality, 
type  and  uses  of  milk  products.  In  addi- 
tion, we  would  like  to  test  the 
marketing  skills  of  the  processor. 

It  is  our  intention  to  provide  the  situa- 
tions that  will  be  best  in  determining 
which  FFA  members  are  most 
knowledgable  in  the  fields  of  produc- 
tion and  processing. 

The  National  FFA  Board  of  Directors 
has  eliminated  the  poultry  contest  as  it 
currently  exists,  but  we  recommend 
that  the  poultry  contest  be  revised  in 
alignment  with  industry  standards.  We 
believe  a  revised  contest  should  test 
the  competitors'  skills  as  they  relate  to 
the  modern  industry.  Members  who 
prove  themselves  most  proficient  in  the 
poultry  area  should  demonstrate  the 
abilities  necessary  to  successfully 
function  in  the  poultry  industry.  Skills 
necessary  to  compete  in  this  contest 
should  be  implemented  as  a  part  of  the 
local  curriculum. 

Recognizing  the  importance  of  the 
forestry,  industry  and  Its  contribution 
to  the  agriculture  economy,  we  com- 
mend the  National  FFA  Board  of  Direc- 
tors for  the  Institution  of  the  National 
FFA  Forestry  Contest.  This  contest 
should  reflect  the  abilities  taught  at  the 
local  level.  Members  should  be  able  to 
demonstrate  skills  necessary  to  suc- 
ceed in  the  forestry  industry. 

In  view  of  the  modernization  of 
agriculture  and  society,  we  commend 


DELEGATE 
BUSINESS 


Convention  delegates  passed  the 
motion  that  they  go  on  record  as 
showing  a  considerable  amount  of 
support  for  the  updating  and 

reinstitution  ol  the  Poultry  Judging  and  Milk 
Quality  and  Dairy  Foods  Contests. 

The  motion  was  made  by  the 
Pennsylvania  association  and 
seconded  by  the  Virginia  association. 

The  amendment  on  membership  to 
the  National  FFA  Constitution  was 
failed  by  convention  delegates. 

The  amendment,  which  was 
proposed  by  the  Missouri  association, 
would  have  required  FFA  members  to 
be  enrolled  In  at  least  one  vocational 
agricultural  course  of  study  during  the 
school  year  and  follow  a  planned 
course  of  study  for  an  agricultural 
occupation  when  Includes  a 
Supervised  Occupational  Experience 
program. 


the  National  FFA  Board  of  Directors  for 
the  institution  of  the  computers  In 
agricultural  projects.  We  recognize  the 
trends  of  the  computer  age  and  see  the 
necessity  of  having  FFA  membesr 
adapt  to  these  trends. 

We  recommend  that  a  contest  be 
established  as  a  result  of  the  local  cur- 
riculum and  test  the  members'  skills  in 
performing  basic  computer  functions. 

Parliamentary  procedure  allows  FFA 
members  to  develop  many  of  those 
skills  that  our  organization  is  well- 
known  for.  Performing  under  pressure 
as  part  of  a  team  effort  enhances  the 
personal  development  of  each  and 
every  member  involved.  We  recom- 
mend that  the  National  FFA  Board  of 
Directors  establish  some  guidelines 
toward  developing  a  national 
parliamentary  procedure  contest.  We 
feel  that  the  board  should  adopt  a  set  of 
rules  which  cover  parliamentary  pro- 
cedure skills  necessary  for  conducting 
a  successful  business  meeting. 

These  rules  should  be  developed  as 
soon  as  possible  so  the  student 
associations  may  begin  conforming  to 
these  standards.  We  recommend  the 
implementation  of  the  national  contest 
in  1987. 

We  stress  that  rules  and  guidelines 
be  established  well  in  advance  so  that 
the  upcoming  members  can  be  trained 
by  national  rules.  We  feel  that  im- 
plementation of  this  contest  would 
greatly  enhance  quality  of  our  organiza- 

Except  for  these  recommendations, 
we  find  the  national  contests  to  be  ac- 
ceptable and  thank  the  National  FFA 
Board  of  Directors,  staff  and  con- 
sultants for  their  service  to  our 
organization.  We  reemphasize  the 
need  for  a  local  curriculum  that  in- 
volves study  in  these  areas.  The  suc- 
cess of  any  group  in  competition  at  the 
national  level  should  be  a  reflection  of 
the  quality  of  the  local  curriculum.  We 
feel  that  programs  should  begin  as 
classroom  Instruction  and  then  pro- 
gress to  the  contest  level . 
Respectfully  submitted, 
Steve  Meredith,  Kentucky  Chairman 
Thomas  Plerson,  Minnesota  co- 
chairman 

William  Johnson,  Arkansas 
Rick  Lehman,  North  Carolina 
Brad  Bass,  Texas 
Ruth  Higgins,  Connecticut 
Laura  Rayner,  Arizona 
Craig  Moyer,  New  Hampshire 

NATIONAL 

LEADERSHIP 

CONFERENCES 

We,  the  members  of  the  National 
Leadership  Conference  Committee, 
have  reviewed  and  evaluated  all 
aspects  of  the  Washington  Conference 
Program  and  State  Presidents'  Con- 
ference for  summer,  1984,  and  do 
hereby  submit  the  following  recom- 
mendations and  proposals: 

1.  Continue  to  use  the  national  of- 
ficers at  the  Washington  Conference 
Program,  having  one  present  during 
each  conference  session. 

2.  Encourage  participation  in  the  pro- 
motion of  the  Washington  Conference 
Program  by: 

a.  recommending  that  an  applica- 
tion and  article  be  published  in  at 
least  two  spring  Issues  of  The  Na- 
tional FUTURE  FARMER  magazine. 

b.  having  copies  of  the  applica- 
tion sent  to  all  chapter  presidents 
by  March  31. 

c.  having  copies  of  the  applica- 
tion sent  to  all  chapter  advisers  by 
February  28. 

d.  having  copies  of  the  applica- 
tion distributed  to  all  state  officers 
at  all  National  Leadership  Con- 
ferences for  State  Officers 

e.  having  Information  on  becom- 
ing a  Washington  conference  staff 
member  Included  In  the  following 
information  sources:  The  National 
FUTURE  FARMER  magazine, 
BETWEEN  ISSUES,  UPDATE  and 
mailings  to  state  staffs. 

f.  participants  encouraging 
school  administrators  to  attend 


g.  developing  a  promotional  slide 
show  and  encouraging  its  use  at 
National  FFA  Convention,  state, 
district  and  chapter  activities,  or  a 
report  from  a  Washington  con- 
ference representative  to  service 
clubs  such  as  Lions,  Alumni, 
Rotary,  etc. 

h.  cooperating  with  FFA  Calendar 
Program  to  promote  and  inform 
members  of  the  conference  dates 
and  registration  deadlines.  We 
recommend  that  these  dates  be 
highlighted  on  the  calendars. 

3.  In  promotion  of  the  advisers  pro- 
gram of  the  Washington  Conference 
Program,  we  recommend  a  schedule  of 
activities  be  available  to  advisers  and 
their  spouses. 

4.  Help  alleviate  the  cost  of  the 
Washington  Conference  Program  by: 

a.  providing  the  chapters  with 
various  fund-raising  ideas  and  en- 
couraging them  to  seek  spon- 
sorships for  their  delegates  to  the 
conference. 

b.  having  the  national  association 
seek  discounted  travel  rates  for 
state  associations. 

c.  having  more  information  readi- 
ly available  to  chapters  to  use  while 
seeking  sponsors  and  promoting 
the  conference. 

5.  Encourage  the  continuation  of 
present  programs  in  Washington,  D.C. 

State  Presidents'  Conference 

1.  We  recommend  that  the  1984  con- 
ference staff  use  the  same  format  as 
that  used  in  the  summer  of  1983. 

2.  We  recommend  that  the 
Washington  Conference  Program  par- 
ticipants, although  they  may  follow  the 
same  activities,  do  not  attend  the  same 
schedule  of  events  as  state  officers  in 
the  State  Presidents'  Conference.  This 
will  avoid  any  minor  conflicts  which 
may  occur. 

3.  We  recommend  that  along  with 
regular  conference  program  activities, 
more  state  officer  training  and  leader- 
ship development  be  Incorporated  In 
the  conference. 

4.  We  recommend  that  state  associa- 
tions take  care  of  all  congressional  cor- 
respondence and  that  they  be  in- 
structed In  ample  time  to  contact  all 
congressmen  in  their  respective 
states. 

5.  We  recommend  that  the  con- 
ference staff  organize  the  schedule  of 
Congressional  visits,  consolidating  ap- 
pointments for  visits  in  order  to  in- 
crease convenience  and  efficiency  of 
the  visits. 

6.  We  recommend  the  following  ob- 
jectives for  the  State  Presidents'  Con- 
ference: 

a.  have  the  objectives  of  the  State 
Presidents'  Conference  directed 
more  toward  the  development  of 
American  leadership,  citizenship, 
and  co-operation. 

b.  increase  the  emphasis  on  the 
exchange  of  views  and  methods  of 
operation  between  states,  and  fur- 
ther develop  the  spirit  of  unity  and 
co-operation,  rather  than  emphasiz- 
ing National  FFA  Convention  issues 
and  activities. 

7.  We  recommend  that  counselors  on 
the  conference  staff  be  encouraged  to 
practice  positive  motivational  leader- 
ship. 

To  follow  up  the  1983  National  Leader- 
ship Conference,  we  recommend  the 
following  resolutions  go  on  record  at  te 
56th  National  FFA  Convention: 

1.  Be  It  resolved  that  the  National 
Leadership  Committee  at  the  National 
FFA  Convention  be  provided  evalua- 
tions of  the  Washington  Conference 
Program  and  the  State  Presidents' 
Conference  by  the  national  staff. 

2.  Be  it  resolved  the  National  FFA 
Organization  sincerely  appreciates  the 
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efforts  and  co-operation  of  the  follow- 
ing who  helped  make  an  effective  con- 
ference in  1983: 

•President  Ronald  Reagan  and 
staff 

•Secretary  of  Agriculture  John 
Block  and  staff 

•The  Twin  Bridges  and  Key 
Bridge  Marriott  Hotels 

•The  FFA  Alumni  Association 

•The  3rd  Infantry,  United  States 

•Bus  drivers  Virgil  Cline,  Bob 
Cantrell,  Bill  Johnson,  and  J.D. 
Motely 

•General  Motors  Corporation  for 
their  sponsorship 

•Sicily  Tyson 

•All  national  officers,  national 
staff  and  all  Conference  counselors 

•The  Lazy  Susan  Dinner  Theatre 

•FredMcClure 

•Senator  WesWatkins 

•All  Congressmen  and  staffs 

•All  other  individuals  who  worked 
hard  to  make  the  conferences  a 
success. 

Respectfully  submitted: 
Todd  Sorenson,  Utah  (chairman) 
Jess    Drummond,    Alabama    (co- 
chairman) 

Patrick  Jinks,  Louisiana  (secretary) 
Holly  Parker,  Nevada 
Donnie  Clayton,  Arkansas 
Mike  Sutherland,  Missouri 
Peter  H.  Mercer,  Washington 
Tony  Edmond,  Georgia 

NATIONAL 
LEADERSHIP 
CONFERENCES  FOR 
STATE  OFFICERS 

We  the  members  of  the  1983  National 
Leadership  Conference  for  State  Of- 
ficers Committee,  realize  the  primary 
purpose  is  to  produce  a  more  reliable 
and  qualified  state  officer  to  better 
work  as  a  team  and  servie  their  respec- 
tive associations.  While  striving  for  that 
primary  purpose  the  committee  sub- 
mits the  following  ways  and  means: 

1.  To  develop  one's  individual  skills 
so  that  one  may  better  serve  their 
team,  association,  and  organization  as 
a  whole. 

2.  To  develop  a  state  officer's  ability 
to  motivate  members,  chapter  officers, 
advisers  and  members  of  the  communi- 
ty- 

3.  To  promote  the  development  of  the 
state  officers  communication  skills. 

4.  To  provide  an  opportunity  for 
states  to  exchange  ideas  and  programs 
by  Intermingling  room  assignments, 
activities  and  an  informal  discussion 
session. 

5.  To  supply  state  officers  and  add 
one  staff  members  with  resource 
materials  and  Information  on  current 
Issues  for  the  future  development  of 
the  FFA. 

6.  To  instruct  and  promote  the  state 
officers  utilization  of  the  resource 
system  and  the  State  Officers  Hand- 
book. 

7.  To  supply  adequate  publicity  for 
NLSCO  participants. 

8.  To  inform  and  involve  key  govern- 
ment leaders  and  educational  person- 
nel for  the  betterment  of  the  organiza- 
tion. 

9.  To  utilize  key  leaders  in  business 
and  Industry  to  achieve  the  objectives 
of  the  leadership  conferences  through 
training  programs,  keynote  speakers 
and  leadership  sessions. 

10.  To  prepare  state  officers  and  staff 
to  inform  FFA  members  of  op- 
portunities and  programs. 

11.  To  schedule  impromptu  and  ex- 
temporaneous public  speaking  events 
as  a  high  priority  to  be  covered  on  the 
agenda  of  all  conferences. 

12.  To  develop  a  program  that  ex- 
presses the  Importance  of  SOE  pro- 
grams and  the  various  fields  available 
to  students  enrolled  in  the  FFA. 

This  committee  supports  the  general 
format  of  previous  conferences.  The 
conferences  should  be  held  at  least 
three  days  and  three  nights  In  duration 
with  at  least  two  national  officers,  a  na- 
tional staff  person  and  a  board  member 
In  attendance  at  each  conference.  The 


emphasis  will  be  that  of  national  in- 
stead of  regional  conferences.  Forty 
dollars  per  person  in  resource 
materials  will  be  implemented  to 
achieve  maximum  leadership  develop- 
ment. AH  funding  will  be  handled 
through  the  National  FFA  Foundation 
Inc. 

The  committee  supports  the  objec- 
tives with  the  following  recommenda- 
tions: 

1.  Continue  training  for  national  of- 
ficers for  the  National  Leadership  Con- 
ference for  State  Officers  (NLCSO). 

2.  Encourage  all  states  to  participate 
in  this  leadership  program  by: 

a.  Encouraging  rotation  of  the 
location  if  the  location  is  adquate 
and  is  agreed  upon  by  all  of  the 
states  in  their  respected  region. 

b.  Withholding  allocated  funds  for 
this  particular  NLCSO  for  states  not 
in  attendance  in  order  to  encourage 
all  states  to  come. 

3.  Stress  interstate  fellowship  by: 

a.  Encouraging  time  allowances 
for  states  to  compile  and  then  share 
a  list  of  motivational  activities,  eye- 
openers  and  other  information. 

b.  Providing  a  more  relaxed.  In- 
formal atmosphere,  yet  maintaining 
a  professional  image. 

4.  Allowing  adequate  time  for  teams 
to  set  officer  team  goals  and  priorities. 

5.  Having  any  material,  such  as 
audio-visuals,  focus  on  presentations 
at  the  chapter  level. 

6.  Putting  more  emphasis  on  extem- 
poraneous and  public  speaking  and 
having  participants  present  a  speech 
during  NLCSO  program. 

a.  Use  constructive  critiquing  by 
peers  and  other  NLCSO  members. 
7.  Encouraging  standarization  of  all 
NLCSOs  to  an  extent  that  all  have  ac- 
cess  to   the   same    materials   and 


8.  Encouraging  all  state  associations 
to  send  thank  you  notes  to  sponsors. 

9.  Requiring  a  summary  of  Individual 
evaluations  of  the  NLCSO's  to  be  sub- 
mitted to  next  year's  NLSCO  commit- 
tee to  ensure  that  the  recommenda- 
tions are  being  followed. 

10.  Lengthening  the  conference  to 
allow  more  time  for  all  activities. 

We  the  members  of  the  NLCSO  com- 
mittee trust  that  the  future  participants 
will  take  into  the  consideration  the 
goals  and  recommendations  that  we 
have  set  forth.  This  committee  would 
like  to  express  our  thanks  to  those  who 
put  in  their  effort  and  dedication  Into 
the  NLCSO  conference. 
Respectfully  submitted, 
Rick  Nagel,  Indiana 
Bob  Arntd,  Wyoming 
Debt  Bateman,  Idaho 
Bobby  Creeden,  Delaware 
Johnna  Bostdorff,  Ohio 
Graham  Boyd,  North  Carolina 
Nancy  Bragdon,  New  Hampshire 
Glna  Harraman,  Oklahoma 
Nancy  Olson,  South  Dakota 


MEMBERSHIP 
DEVELOPMENT 


We,  the  members  of  the  Membership 
Development  Committee,  believe  that 
each  student  of  vocational  agriculture 
should  be  an  active  member  of  the  FFA 
because  of  the  valuable  experience  he 
may  gain  through  FFA  membership. 

The  1983  committee  would  like  to  ex- 
press our  appreciation  to  C.  Coleman 
Harris,  Kenneth  Mitchell,  and  Raymond 
D.  Hagan  for  their  assistance  and  ad- 
vice in  helping  us  develop  the  following 
recommendations: 

1.  Reaffirm  the  1982  committee  report 
concerning  10-Plus,  10-Percent,  100- 
Percent  programs  for  membership 
development  with  the  following  recom- 
mendations: 

a.  place  promotional  material 
concerning  10-Plus,  10-Percent  and 
100-Percent  programs  in  The  Na- 
tional FUTURE  FARMER  magazine 
and  Between  Issues; 

b.  Include  informational  n 
In  the  National  up-date  i 
sent  to  state  associations; 
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2.  Encourage  the  state  officers  to 
promote  10-Plus,  10-Percent,  and  100- 
Percent  programs  during  contacts  with 
local  chapters. 

3.  Encourage  state  officers  to  In- 
corporate 10-Plus,  10-Percent,  and  100- 
Percent  programs  In  their  leadership 
workshop  for  chapter  officers. 

4.  Reaffirm  that  the  National  Officers 
prepare  a  program  on  membership 
development  for  National  Leadership 
Conferences  for  State  Officers, 
Washington  Conference  Programs,  and 
the  State  Presidents'  Conference,  to 
Inform  participants  of  existing  member- 
ship development  programs  and  of  In- 
novating means  of  implementing  them. 

5.  Encourage  state  associations  to 
give  recognition  to  10-Plus,  10-Percent, 
and  100-Percent  programs. 

6.  Encourage  state  associations  to 
continue  to  support  the  Public  Service 
Announcements  (PSAs)  and  encourage 
the  national  organization  to  continue  to 
develop  new,  high  quality  PSAs  In  the 
future. 

7.  Encourage  the  state  associations 
to  set  up  membership  goals  for  their 
state. 

8.  Encourage  the  national  organiza- 
tion to  further  develop  the  100-Percent 
program  by  presenting  awards  on  a 
graduated  scale,  consisting  of  60  per- 
cent membership  -  bronze,  90  percent 
membership  -  silver,  and  100  percent 
membership -gold. 

9.  Recommend  that  state  associa- 
tions encourage  local  chapters  to  re- 
tain members  who  graduate  and  to 
develop  activities  for  those  members 
participation  in  local,  state,  and  na- 
tional activities. 

In  conclusion,  we  believe  that  for  a 
membership  development  program  to 
be  successful,  these  recommenda- 
tions must  be  incorporated  and  carried 
out  to  their  fullest  extent. 

Respectfully  submitted, 
Kevin  Coffman,  Missouri,  chairman 
Kevin   Schoonhoven,   California,   co- 
chairman 

Brian  Speck,  Maryland 
Buster  Smith,  Florida 
Jodi  E.  Dawson,  Montana 
Terrl  Nintemann,  Mlnnesoa 
Anthony  Strong,  Kentucky 
Rafael    Flgueroa    Rodriguez,    Puerto 
Rico 


NATIONAL 

INFORMATION 

SERVICES 

We,  the  members  of  the  1983  National 
Information  Services  Committee,  make 
the  following  recommendations  to  Im- 
prove and  further  develop  Informational 
services  on  the  national,  regional,  state 
and  local  levels. 


We  recommend: 

1 .  A  new  emphasis  be  placed  on  state 
officer  visits  to  discuss  and  explain 
how  valuable  this  resource  system  is. 
Chapter  members  be  encouraged  to 
use  this  resource  system  on  an  in- 
dependent basis. 

2.  Condensing  the  resource  system 
to  Intensify  Information: 

a.  to  ensure  exposure  to 
greenhands 

b.  to  provide  a  step-by-step  pro- 
motional style  to  get  FFA  members 
involved  in  the  first  year  of  educa- 
tional knowledge 

c.  to  provide  a  student  handbook 
for  every  greenhand  as  a  beginning 
study  program  at  the  chapter  level, 
or  on  a  library  system  so  that 
students  can  check  out  materials 
for  home  use 

d.  to  encourage  chapter  advisers 
to  supply  adequate  quantities  of 
resource  system  materials. 

3.  Combining  the  supply  and  program 
catalogs  when  they  are  revised. 

4.  Using  the  impact  of  a  state  of- 
ficer's visit  as  an  Ideal  time  for  presen- 
ting and  discussing  the  resource 
system. 

5.  Providing  a  period  of  time  during 
the  National  Leadership  Conferences 
for  State  Officers  to  be  Instructed  on 
the  correct  presentation  of  materials 
from  the  system  to  members.  En- 
couraging the  state,  whenever  finan- 
cially possible,  to  provide  these 
materials  to  the  state  officers. 

6.  Encouragement  on  the  college 
level  of  prospective  vocational 
agriculture  Instructors  to  use  the 
resource  system  and  other  materials 
prior  to  beginning  a  teaching  and  advis- 
ing position,  by  giving  students  the  op- 
portunity to  present  these  materials  in 
actual  classroom  situations. 

7.  Encourage  use  of  the  FFA  Week 
packet  by  state  officers  for  chapter  visit 
discussion  materials,  and  encourage 
officers  to  assist  chapters  In  prepara- 
tion for  FFA  Week  activities  on  the  local 
level. 

8.  Chapters  show  an  interest  in  and 
support  for  the  new  public  service  an- 
nouncements, and  encourage  local 
network  Involvement  with  all  activities 
on  the  local,  state  and  national  levels. 

9.  State  and  chapter  officers,  as  well 
as  chapter  members,  work  in  conjunc- 
tion with  school  faculty  and  administra- 
tion to  promote  vocational  agriculture 
and  FFA  within  a  given  district. 

10.  Encourage  state  officers  to  write 
letters  asking  for  funding  of  this  com- 
mittee by  the  National  Board  of  Direc- 
tors. 

We  would  like  to  commend  Cameron 
Dubes  for  a  job  well  done  with  the  in- 
formation services  department. 

We  also  submit  these  recommenda- 
tions after  careful  evaluation  of  the  pre- 
sent national  information  services. 


Respectfully  submitted. 

Deb  McAmls,  Wyoming,  chairman 

Michael    Dillard,    Pennsylvania, 

secretary 

Ronald  Bemier,  Maine 

Kevin  L.  Dyes,  Texas 

Craig  M.  Hagen,  North  Dakota 

Mara  Guay,  Vermont 

Deborah  McCandless,  Utah 

NATIONAL  AWARDS 
PROGRAMS 

We,  the  members  of  the  1983  National 
Awards  Committee,  believe  that  in 
order  to  best  utilize  our  programs,  the 
following  recommendations  should  be 
accepted  and  Initiated. 

1.  A  motivational  slide  presentation 
be  developed  to  acquaint  FFA 
members  with  the  total  awards  program 
offered  by  the  national  organization, 
along  with  supplemental  teaching 
materials  to  ensure  members'  par- 
ticipation. State  officers  will  use  this 
slide  show  and  materials  as  tools  to 
work  in  local  chapters.  These  slides 
and  materials  will  be  presented  to  state 
officers  at  the  1984  National  Leadership 
Conferences  for  State  Officers 
(NLCSOs)  and  national  Supervised  Oc- 
cupational Experience  workshops. 

2.  Develop  resource  materials  to  be 
available  to  teacher  education  institu- 
tions for  pre-servlce  and  In-service  ac- 
tivities concerning  the  national  awards 
program. 

3.  The  1983-84  student  program 
catalog  be  reviewed  and  simplified 
making  it  more  usable  by  FFA  advisers 
and  members  at  the  chapter  level,  and 
a  program  be  conducted  at  NLSCOs  on 
how  to  use  the  student  program  catalog 
by  chapter  and  state  officers. 

4.  Continue  the  Food  For  America 
program  and  develop  a  second  pro- 
gram to  be  targeted  for  seventh 
through  twelfth-grade  students.  This 
could  be  used  in  conjunction  with  the 
agriculture  In  the  classroom  program 
sponsored  by  the  U.S.  Department  of 
Agriculture. 

5.  Review  Food  For  America 
materials  for  kindergarten  through  third 
grades. 

We  would  like  to  express  our  sincere 
thanks  to  the  following  individuals  for 
their  counsel  and  guidance:  Ron 
Crawford,  Richard  Katt  and  Glen 
Luedke. 

Respectfully  submitted, 
Rick  Valencia,  Arizona,  chairman 
Keith  Fowler,  Tennessee,  co-chalr 
Sam  Peck,  Vermont 
Steve  Martin,  Florida 
Shannon  Runyon,  New  Mexico 
Kathi  Mangan,  Connecticut 


NATIONAL 
CONVENTION 


AUDITING 


Adding  to  the  highlights  of  the  con- 
vention were  speeches  given  by 
several  well-known  Individuals. 

Friday's  keynote  speaker  Willard 
Scott,  weather  reporter  for  NBC's  TO- 
DAY SHOW,  broadcasted  four  live 
weather  reports  from  the  convention 
stage  to  20  million  viewers. 


Bob  Moawad,  president  of  United 


ning    Instltu 


spoke    to 


convention-goers  on  Saturday. 

Both  ZigZtglar,  motivational  speaker, 
and  the  honorable  Terrel  Bell, 
secretary  of  education,  addressed  the 
convention  Thursday. 


We,  the  auditing  committee  of  the 
56th  National  FFA  Convention,  recom- 
mend to  the  National  FFA  organization: 

1.  The  auditing  report  of  Stoy,  Malone 
and  Company  found  satisfactory  and 
meeting  the  requirements  of  Public 
Law  740  for  the  fiscal  year  of  September 
1, 1983  to  August  31 ,  1983  be  accepted. 

2.  The  financial  report  again  be 
distributed  to  each  official  delegate. 
However,  we  recommend  a  condensed 
report  be  presented  next  year  which 
would  Include:  balance  sheets  of 
assets  and  liabilities,  statement  of 
revenue,  expenses  and  changes  in 
fund  balances  as  taken  from  the 
auditors'  report. 

3.  A  full  auditors'  report  be  available 
upon  request  from  the  National  FFA 
Center. 

4.  The  FFA  membership  dues  be  ex- 
pended only  in  divisions  which  are  of 
definite  benefit  to  the  organization. 

We  would  like  to  welcome  David 
Miller,  the  new  national  FFA  treasurer, 
Into  the  FFA  organization.  We  would 
like  to  thank  David  Miller  and  Wilson 
Carries  for  their  help  and  guidance  in 
our  committee  meeting. 
Respectfully  submitted, 
1983  Auditing  Committee 
Chris  Novak,  Iowa,  chairman 
Danny  Hunter,  Texas,  co-chalr 
Allan  Stephens 
Barry  Brinkman,  Kansas 
Steven  P.Gruenberg,  New  Jersey 
Rhonda  McDaris,  Oklahoma 


We,  the  members  of  the  1983 
National  FFA  Convention  Committee, 
on  behalf  of  the  delegate  body,  after 
evaluation  of  the  56th  National  FFA 
Convention  wish  to  extend  our 
sincerest  thanks  to  those  who  made 
this  convention  a  success: 

1 .  Our  National  Officers— Jan 
Eberly,  Marty  Goates,  Bruce  Kettler, 
Cara  Doyle,  Bryan  Stamps  and 
Wendell  Jeffreys 

2.  Our  acting  National  Advisor  Mr. 
Thalne  McCormick,  National  Treasurer 
David  Miller,  and  National  Executive 
Secretary  Coleman  Harris 

3.  Byron  Rawls  who  retired  in 
August  1983  as  National  Advisor  after 
four  years  of  service 

4.  Scott  Neasham  for  the  opening 
invocation 

5.  The  Honorable  Ricahrd  L. 
Berkley,  Mayor  of  Kansas  City  for  his 
.varm  welcome  to  the  FFA 

6.  Mr.  Zlg  Zlglar  for  his  inspirational 
ind  motivational  speech 

7.  The  Honorable  Terrel  Bell,  U.S. 
Secretary  of  Education,  for  his 
remarks 

8.  The  National  FFA  Band  directed 
by  Mr.  Roger  Heath  and  the  National 
Chorus  directed  by  Mr.  Stan  Klngma 
for  their  outstanding  performances 
throughout  this  convention 

9.  Convention  organist  Coby  Shorter 

10.  Convention  newsroom  staff  and 
the  staff  of  the  FFA  Times 

11.  Mr.  Don  Erickson  for  his 
coordination  of  the  National  FFA 
Talent  Contest 

12.  The  National  FFA  Alumni  for  the 
leadership  conferneces  which  they 


13.  All  official  judges  and 


14.  Mr.  Robert  M.  Book  for  his 
leadership  with  the  FFA  Foundation 

15.  Our  special  thanks  to  all  of  the 
sponsors  of  the  56th  National  FFA 
Convention 

16.  Mr.  Bob  Moawad  of  the  United 
Learning  Institute  for  his  remarks 

17.  Mr.  Charley  Pride  for  providing 
entertainment  for  FFA  Day  at  the 
American  Royal 

18.  Mr.  Willard  Scott  of  NBC's 
TODAY  Show 

19.  All  exhibitors  In  the  1983 
National  Agricultural  Career  Show 

20.  Mr.  Bill  Stagg,  audio-visual 
specialist  for  the  FFA 

21.  The  members  and  advisors  of  the 
National  Convention  Courtesy  Corps 

22.  Mr.  Kenneth  Seering,  National 
President  of  the  FFA  Alumni 

23<Tony  Di  Pardo  Orchesteer  for 
providing  entertainment  for  the 
Firestone  Show 

24.  Mr.  Dale  Butcher,  National 
President  of  the  National  Vocational 
Agriculture  Teacher's  Association 
(NVATA) 

We  also  submit  the  following  items 
as  suggestions  for  possible 
improvements  In  future  National 
Conventions: 

1.  We  recommend  that  an  orderly 
picture-taking  process  be  developed 
to  prevent  confusion  backstage  as 
well  as  In  front  of  stage  when  keynote 
speakers  are  addressing  the 
convention. 

2.  We  recommend  that  the  newly 
elected  National  FFA  Officers  have  a 
tremendous  year. 

We  would  also  like  to  thank  our 
consultant  for  this  committee.  Mr. 
Willlson  Dannenbauer.  And  finally,  we 
would  like  to  thank  the  23,000  FFA 
members  and  guests  who  have  made 
this  56th  National  FFA  Convention  a 
tremendous  success. 
Respectfully  submitted 
Kent  Burrow,  Chairman 
Kelly  Norton,  Co-Chairman 
Kim  Uneburg,  Secretary 
Valencia  Alvarado 
Laura  Albaugh 
Mllford  Jenkins 
Helenna  Fountain 
Dale  Mlnyo 


FARMER  MAGAZINE 
NATIONAL  FUTURE 

We,  the  members  of  The  National 
FUTURE  FARMER  Magazine  Commit- 
tee, on  behalf  of  the  membership  of  the 
National  FFA  Organization,  wish  to  ex- 
press our  sincere  thanks  to  The  Na- 
tional FUTURE  FARMER  magazine  staff 
and  commend  them  on  a  job  well  done. 
We  feel  the  magazine  has  made  great 
strides  over  the  years,  establishing 
credibility  and  variety  which  appeals 
not  only  to  members,  but  to  all  In- 
terested In  the  agricultural  Industry. 
Again,  thanks  to  Wilson  Cames,  editor- 
in-chief;  Mike  Wilson,  managing  editor; 
Jack  Pitzer,  senior  editor;  and  all  those 
associated  with  the  publication  of  the 
magazine,  for  their  outstanding  work 
and  dedication.  After  careful  con- 
sideration, we  submit  the  following 
recommendations: 

1.  Provide  Inspirational  and  motiva- 
tional material  to  the  readers  on  a 
regular  basis. 

2.  Request  and  encourage  state  staff, 
state  reporters  and  members  to  submit 
stories  and  ideas  to  The  National 
FUTURE  FARMER  magazine. 

3.  Use  Between  Issues  to  inform  and 
encourage  advisers  to  do  the  following: 

a.  Send  rosters  to  the  National 
FFA  Center  by  October  31  to  ensure 
members  of  receiving  the 
December-January  Issue  of  The  Na- 
tional FUTURE  FARMER  magazine. 

d. Order  bulk  copies  of  the 
magazine  to  give  to  incoming 
freshman. 

c.  Distribute  the  magazine 
throughout  communities  as  com- 
pliments of  local  chapters. 

4.  Include  study  guides  In  Between 
Issues  for  usage  in  classroom  instruc- 
tion which  corresponds  with  articles  In 
the  upcoming  issues. 

5.  Conduct  a  readership  survey  at  the 
discretion  of  the  magazine  staff  to 
determine  readers'  interests. 

6.  Give  a  presentation  on  the  work- 
ings of  the  FFA  magazine  to  the 
members  at  the  State  President's  Con- 
ference in  Washington,  D.C. 

7.  Send  biographical  sheets  to  states 
to  aid  them  In  their  correspondence 
with  The  National  FUTURE  FARMER 
magazine. 

8.  Establish  an  annual  "Greenhand 
Spotlight"  In  the  February-March  issue 
specifically  directed  toward  greenhand 
membership. 

9.  Continue  to  publish  articles  about 
former  FFA  members  who  have 
become  famous  or  successful. 

10.  Make  an  effort  to  publish  unique 
agriculture  articles. 

11.  We  recommend  that  a  year-end 
report  be  made  to  this  committee  next 
year  which  entails  the  progress  made 
on  the  above  stated  recommendations. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

Johnny  White,  Mississippi,  chairman 
Chris  Volgt,  Oregon,  co-chairman 
Paula  Hlntz,  Wisconsin 

Michael  Gayaldo,  California 

Darin  Darby,  Texas 

Meg  Potter,  Florida 

Angel  Torres,  Puerto  Rico 

Robert  Soilman,  Michigan 

Michael  Wilson,  managing  editor, 

The    National    FUTURE    FARMER 


FFA  TIMES 

Sponsored  by  the 
Jacques  Seed  Company. 

The  56th  National  FFA  Convention  was  the 
third  year  for  the  official  convention  news- 
paper, the  FFA  TIMES.  There  were  three  reg- 
ular issues  of  the  newspaper  which  were  dis- 
tributed Thursday,  Friday  and  Saturday 
mornings  of  the  convention.  The  final  special 
issue,  the  56th  Convention  Proceedings  which 
you  are  presently  reading  was  distributed  fol- 
lowing the  last  session  on  Saturday  night.  This 
issue  is  sponsored  by  the  National  FFA  Or- 
ganization. All  of  the  issues  of  the  FFA  TIMES 
were  prepared  by  university  journalism  stu- 
dents working  in  the  convention  newsroom 
under  the  direction  ol  FFA  Information  Interns, 
Laura  Nelson  and  John  Dutcher. 


